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Design a more functional pantry

Many homeowners wish
they had more storage
space, and kitchens are one
area where people seem-
ingly can always use more
storage.

Despite a desire for more
kitchen space, until recent-
ly, kitchen pantries fell out
of favor. Builders and ar-
chitects may have thought
that close proximity to
supermarkets as well as
multi-use cabinets in kitch-
ens would offset the need

for pantries. But accord-
ing to a recent survey from
the National Association of
Home Builders, a kitchen
pantry is the most desirable
kitchen feature for buyers in
the market for a new home.

According to a 2016 sur-
vey from ReportLinker, 98
percent of Americans say
cooking at home 1is their
preferred way to prepare a
meal. And despite the wide
array of restaurants, pre-
pared meals and fast food

options nearby, more than
one-third of people cook at
home daily, with nearly 50
percent cooking between
three and six days a week.
In order to accommodate
for spending more time in
the kitchen, homeowners

are directing additional at-
tention to kitchen prepara-
tion and storage features.
In fact, one recent trend in
kitchen renovations is cre-
ating custom-designed pan-
tries.
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Locate the
appropriate space

Ideally, pantries should
be in or adjacent to the
kitchen. But not every home
layout allows for this setup.
Some homeowners need to
move storage pantries into
the garage, the basement or
a mud/laundry room.

Various factors should be
considered before placing a
pantry outside a Kkitchen.
What is the climate? Will
food spoil? Is there a possi-
bility that vermin or insects
can infiltrate the room and
access food? These factors
will dictate whether to have
closed cabinets, air-tight

bins or open shelves or if
other modifications must be
made to the room prior to
building.
Choose the type of pantry
Accessibility is essential
in a pantry. Everything

should be easily reached
and grabbed as needed
without having to move too
many things. Ideally, foods
should be arranged in a
single layer so that all items
can be viewed at a glance.
Shelves of various depths
and heights can accommo-
date items of different sizes.
Adjustable shelves are ideal
because they can be modi-
fied as foods change. Sliding
drawers can improve reach
in cabinets.

In smaller spaces, French
door-style reach-in cabinets
are convenient and flexible.
In complete kitchen remod-
els or new constructions,
walk-in pantries offer the
most space and flexibility.

Must-have features

Pantries serve differ-
ent functions in different
homes. For the bulk shop-
per, a pantry with plenty of

room for large items will be
needed.

Lighting can be beneficial
in all pantries. Lights can
improve visibility when try-
ing to locate items. Others
prefer an outlet for charging
hand-held vacuums or other
small appliances. Counter
space in the pantry enables
homeowners to unload gro-
ceries directly onto pantry
shelves.

For pantries located out-
side of the kitchen, built-in
freezers can maximize stor-
age possibilities, especially
for those who freeze-and-eat
after bulk shopping ven-
tures.

Pantries are popular fea-
tures that homeowners can
customize depending on
their storage needs and the
amount of time they spend
in their kitchens.
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MILLER’S
STORAGE

A Family Tradition Since 1975

Call for a free catalog!

217-543-3206

Storage Buildings ¢ Garages ¢ Playhouses ¢ Cabins
Dog Kennels ¢ Chicken Coops ¢ Hunting Blinds

1616 St. Hwy. 133, Arthur, IL

1.8 miles west of the 4-way stop in Arthur
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Wainscoting & Panelling
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Crown Mouldings * Staircases




