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Wise and Otherwise
By Kent A Stock
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What are you doing New 
Year’s Eve?
                Since many of you are 
probably reading this in 2019, 
the question should be what 
did you do New Year’s Eve?  
Party all night long, see in the 
first sunrise of the New Year 
and/or asking yourself if you 
had a good time because you 
can’t remember most of it?
                Not these days, 
buddy, as many of my age or 
even younger have hung up 
their all night ways.  Maybe 
not entirely because God has 
given us short term memory 
loss so we go out there and, 
despite being mid-50s, we try 
to act like we are in our mid-
20s.  Life will remind you the 
next day or several days, that 
is definitely not the case; trust 
me on this one.  God has a 
sense of humor, you know.
                Today it is more like, 
“Honey, are we staying up to 
watch the ball drop?”  The 
spouse doesn’t answer and 

you are like, “Yes! Bedtime!”  
Does snoozing together in 
your respective recliners count 
as a celebration?  I’ll allow it.  
The snoring can be like your 
own noisemakers welcoming 
in the next year.
                Our family gets together 
and plays games, eats, watches 
some sort of sporting event, 
eats, tells stories, eats…I think 
you get the picture.  We adults 
do our best to keep each other 
awake until midnight.
                Our tradition is at 
the stroke of twelve on New 
Year’s Eve, we go outside of 
our house to bang on pots and 
pans.  Thankfully, we have 
lived for decades near these 
people and they know of our 
noisy tradition.  They put up 
with us anyway.  No one has 
shot us yet.  Let me emphasize 
yet, please and thank you.
                Just like noisemakers 
or party horns it is supposed 
to scare away the evil spirits 
from the old year.  Tradition 

also says you are supposed to 
come out one door, make your 
ruckus and then go back in 
another door because that will 
confuse any evil spirits that 
might not have been scared off 
by all the noise.  If that is the 
case, evil spirits are just plain 
stupid.
                It is normally a quick 
trip out of doors because, well, 
we live in Illinois and quite 
often it is a balmy four degrees 
below zero on December 
31.  The evil spirits probably 
aren’t even there those nights 
because they are in their nice, 
warm home watching Dick 
Clark’s Rockin’ New Year’s 
Eve.
                We end up by us all 
trying to sing Auld Lang Syne 
which, out of all the noise we 
make, is probably the most 
likely thing to scare off most 
anything!
                Happy New Year 
2019!  Hope you made it until 
midnight!

First General Baptist
2825 S. Baltimore, Decatur

423-8359
Schedule of Services

Sunday Worship: 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Evening Bible Study: 6:30 p.m.

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. for all ages
Wednesday Bible Study/Children’s Choir 6:30 

Child Care Provided
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Paula D. Cooley
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Managing Broker
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“The better we market your property, 
the better we market our company”

Visit our website:  
www.paulachildsrealtors.com

April E. Nuzzi
412-9009

Rosemary E.
Jones-Hupp
519-2907

Trisha Beck
853-3550

1015 N. State Hwy. 121, Mt. Zion
Commercial Property.  REDUCED! 
Fantast ic  commerc ia l  oppor tun i ty 
in the heart of MZ, 3800 sq. ft. retail/
showroom/??? all one level. Additionally 
1.9 acres of land plus over 10,000 sq. ft. 
of warehouse, 200 ft. of road frontage. 
$295,000.  Call Paula.  

635 Woodland Drive, Mt. Zion
Situated in the heart of MZ, 3 bdr., 2 bath 
property with spacious yard, new siding and 
windows, totally remodeled inside and out!  
Lots of room for a dream garage or man 
cave!  Contact Realtor for details! $112,900  
Call Paula.  

LAKE VIEW LOT only $24,900!  Moun-
tain Harbour gated community in South 
Shores.  Call Paula.

1545 August Hill Pl.
PRICED TO SELL! NEW CONSTRUC-
TION!!  Beautiful August Hill 3 bdr, 2 bath 
single family in over 55, Mt. Zion location. 
Maple cabs, granite counter tops,  VERY 
SPACIOUS walk-in shower and walk-in 
closet in master!! $235,000. Call Paula. 

1625 Martin Dr.
Stunning views inside and out. Ceiling 
to floor windows in the living area to en-
joy the 2 acres of woods. The living area 
features cathedral ceiling with exposed 
wooded beams. Each bedroom gets their 
own private bath. Full length windows in the 
bedrooms to enjoy the outdoors at anytime. 
Eat-in kitchen with a 40” stove. Extra water 

station in the kitchen for coffee bar. There is also 2.3 acres of common land. Do not pass up 
this one of a kind private wooded home. Mt. Zion Schools. $179,900. Call Trisha.  

1529 W Wood, Decatur
Close to Montgomery Place and walking 
distance to Millikin University!  Charming 
2 1/2 story craftsman style with walk-up at-
tic, 4 bdr., 2 FP, full basement, back deck 
and spacious open front porch.  $89,900.  
Call Phil. 

5833 Walmsley Rd.
“PARADISE” best describes these 23.65 
acres with over 5000 SF finished ranch over-
looking 1 1/2 acre pond with central fountain. 
Granite counter tops, hickory hardwood floors, 
2 sun rooms, 5 stall barn with indoor riding 
arena and stable apartment!  Trees, pastures, 
Sandcreek flows through the back of it.  AND, 
MZ schools.  $995,000.  Call Paula.

SALE 

PENDING!

3049 East Cherry Drive, Decatur
3 BR, totally remodeled, near lake, 2 full 
baths, 1/2 acre corner lot, mostly fenced, 
covered porch, full finished basement. Call 
April. $124,900.

3648 Whistling Meadows Ln 
Great building location in MZ schools!   Off 
of Camp Warren Rd.  $22,500.  Call Phil.

6090 Thomas Rd.
JUST LISTED! MZ Schools! 4 BR tri level 
on nearly 1 acre with pretty trees! Some 
hardwoods under carpet. $115,000. Call 
Trisha.  

1635 N. Baltimore Ave., Mt Zion
217-864-1073

www.theglenwoodcommunities.com

Relax this 
Winter

Dangerous driving, unsafe walking conditions, and loneliness due to 
the winter blues are just a few of the inconveniences winter can bring.

Instead, let The Glenwood take the worry out of your winter. 
Enjoy stimulating activities, delicious dining, and the 

personal care of our warm and experienced staff.

Let us help keep your loved one safe this winter season.

Mike Wakeland

 www.mtzpresbychurch.net 


