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Happy 200th Birthday, 
Wayne County.

I love Wayne County and have devoted much of 
my life to public service. My goal is to get drugs 
off our streets and make Wayne County a bet-
ter, safer place.

Wayne County by David Logan 
and Elijah Bettis, at a place on the 
St. Francis River known as Bettis’ 
Ford. It is believed that the first plan 
was to locate the seat of justice on 
the southern side of the river, but 
Bettis, being a commissioner, took 
the opportunity for enhancing the 
value of his land on the north side of 
the river by placing the town there. 
The town is said to have been laid 
out in a cornfield with the streets 
following the rows of corn. It was 
named Greenville for the town 
in Ohio where General Anthony 
Wayne (for whom the county was 
named) concluded a treaty with the 
Indians in 1795. Since the moving 
of Greenville to its new site, two 
and a half miles north of the origi-
nal site, the old town is referred to 
as Old Greenville.
1818, Dec. 23
A supplementary act stated that 
Overton Bettis, James Logan, Solo-
mon Bollinger, William Street, and 
Ezekiel Rubottom were given the 
additional duty of meeting at the 
home of Ransom Bettis on or be-
fore Jan. 15, 1819, to remain in ses-
sion until they had named and de-
fined boundaries of the townships 
of Wayne County.

1818
Beginning in 1818, Greenville had 

federal post rider service with other 
county seats.
1819, Jan. 28
Henry Schoolcraft crossed Black 
River on a ferry, walked along Ot-
ter Creek to the St. Francis River, 
crossed at Bettis’ Ferry, and ob-
served Greenville as a hamlet of ten 
or 15 log cabins.
1819, Feb. 1
Wayne County began functioning 
as a government unit.
1819, March 2
Arkansas ceased to be part of Mis-
souri when Congress created the Ar-
kansas Territory. Lawrence County 
was split, most of it going to Arkan-
sas with a narrow strip along the 
north Arkansas line remaining in 
Missouri.
1819, March 3
Congress set up a post road from St. 
Michael to Greenville to Hix’s Fer-
ry. Anothr post road had been estab-
lished in 1818 from Jackson to Bet-
tis’ Ferry (Greenville) to Arkansas.
1819, Nov.
Solomon Kittrell came from Ken-
tucky to Cane Creek where he 
found 200-300 Indians camped. He 
established a trading post, hauling 
goods from Ste. Genevieve with ox 
teams. Cane Creek was located in 
Wayne County 30 years until Butler 
County was carved out of Wayne 
County in 1849.

9:30 a.m. – Parade Lineup (beginning at old firehouse) 
for the Williamsville Labor Day Picnic. Parade 
will start at 10:00 a.m. You can contact Larry 
Steward at 998-2736 for more information. 
Featuring Poplar Bluff's Shriner's Motor Club, Smokey Bear, 
Greenville R-II Marching Bears, Ranger Willie, Bobber the Water 
Safety Dog, Horseback Riders, Covered Wagons, Mules, Floats, 
Clowns, Bicycles, Antique Cars and much more! 

Be Watching for It!

BOTH DAYS:  Tasty BBQ and Catfish plates, sandwiches (BBQ and fish), 
hot dogs, hamburgers, fried pies, deep fried potatoes, soda, coffee, funnel cakes, shaved ice, and free prize 
drawings every hour on the hour.
 

SERVING STARTS AT 5:00 P.M. FRIDAY AND 11:00 A.M. SATURDAY. 
FISH PLATES WILL BE SERVED FRIDAY 5 - 8 P.M. AND SATURDAY 11 A.M. - 2 P.M. & 5 - 8 P.M.

IN CASE OF RAIN: Entertainment will be moved inside the gym. Fish and BBQ plates will be served inside gym also.

No Alcoholic Beverages or Drugs Allowed on Picnic or School Grounds.
Piedmont Printing, (573) 223-7580                                                                  Gene Bilbrey, 2018 Picnic Chairman - (573) 998-2434

• GAMES FOR CHILDREN
• BINGO
• ARTS & CRAFTS 
• VENDORS

34th Annual
Williamsville/Black River

Fire Department

MAIN ENTERTAINMENT EVENTS THIS YEAR

 

5:00 p.m. BreAnna Conner and Alyssa – Piedmont
5:45 p.m. Brandi Shearrer – Williamsville
6:15 p.m. Bryan Kirkman – Williamsville
6:45 p.m. Morgan Kirkman – Williamsville
7:15 p.m. Heartland Quartet – Ellsinore
8:00 p.m. Cross Roads – Advance
   

Sponsored by the Williamsville Lions Club
(All proceeds go to the city and rural fire departments and Lions Club for other community service projects.)

 

Location: Picnic Grounds of 4-A Enterprises, next door to
Williamsville Elementary School, on Hwy. A in Williamsville

Picnic
Friday & Saturday, Aug. 31 & Sept. 1

11:00 a.m. Krepp Family — Malden
12:00 p.m.  Kelsey Johnston D’Amico– Patterson
1:00 p.m.  Brandon Bates – Wappapello
2:00 p.m.  Little Creek Gospel – Marquand
3:00 p.m.  County Fire Cloggers – Ellsinore
4:00 p.m.  Buzzard Run – Naylor
5:30 p.m.  Mckenzie Miller – Piedmont
6:00 p.m. Richie & Carolyn Dement – Centerville
7:00 p.m.  Otter Creek Band – Williamsville
8:15 p.m.  Seed Tick Ridge – Fairdealing

FRIDAY, AUG. 31

OTHER FEATURE EVENTS 
ON SATURDAY

Emcee Will Dougherty III

SATURDAY, SEPT. 1
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Featuring Poplar Bluff's Shriner's Motor Club, Smokey Bear, 
Greenville R-II Marching Bears, Ranger Willie, Bobber the Water 
Safety Dog, Horseback Riders, Covered Wagons, Mules, Floats, 
Clowns, Bicycles, Antique Cars and much more! 

Be Watching for It!

BOTH DAYS:  Tasty BBQ and Catfish plates, sandwiches (BBQ and fish), 
hot dogs, hamburgers, fried pies, deep fried potatoes, soda, coffee, funnel cakes, shaved ice, and free prize 
drawings every hour on the hour.
 

SERVING STARTS AT 5:00 P.M. FRIDAY AND 11:00 A.M. SATURDAY. 
FISH PLATES WILL BE SERVED FRIDAY 5 - 8 P.M. AND SATURDAY 11 A.M. - 2 P.M. & 5 - 8 P.M.

IN CASE OF RAIN: Entertainment will be moved inside the gym. Fish and BBQ plates will be served inside gym also.

No Alcoholic Beverages or Drugs Allowed on Picnic or School Grounds.
Piedmont Printing, (573) 223-7580                                                                  Gene Bilbrey, 2018 Picnic Chairman - (573) 998-2434
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5:00 p.m. BreAnna Conner and Alyssa – Piedmont
5:45 p.m. Brandi Shearrer – Williamsville
6:15 p.m. Bryan Kirkman – Williamsville
6:45 p.m. Morgan Kirkman – Williamsville
7:15 p.m. Heartland Quartet – Ellsinore
8:00 p.m. Cross Roads – Advance
   

Sponsored by the Williamsville Lions Club
(All proceeds go to the city and rural fire departments and Lions Club for other community service projects.)

 

Location: Picnic Grounds of 4-A Enterprises, next door to
Williamsville Elementary School, on Hwy. A in Williamsville

Picnic
Friday & Saturday, Aug. 31 & Sept. 1

11:00 a.m. Krepp Family — Malden
12:00 p.m.  Kelsey Johnston D’Amico– Patterson
1:00 p.m.  Brandon Bates – Wappapello
2:00 p.m.  Little Creek Gospel – Marquand
3:00 p.m.  County Fire Cloggers – Ellsinore
4:00 p.m.  Buzzard Run – Naylor
5:30 p.m.  Mckenzie Miller – Piedmont
6:00 p.m. Richie & Carolyn Dement – Centerville
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8:15 p.m.  Seed Tick Ridge – Fairdealing

FRIDAY, AUG. 31

OTHER FEATURE EVENTS 
ON SATURDAY

Emcee Will Dougherty III

SATURDAY, SEPT. 1

TRACTORS

9:30 a.m. – Parade lineup (beginning at firehouse) for 
the Williamsville Labor Day Picnic. Parade will 
start at 10:00. You can contact Larry Steward @ 
998-2736 for  more information.  Featuring Poplar 
Bluff's Shriner's Motor Club, Smokey Bear, Greenville R-II 
Marching Bears, Ranger Willie, Bobber the Water Safety 
Dog, Horseback Riders, Covered Wagons, Mules, Floats, 
Clowns, Bicycles, Antique Cars and much more! 

Be Watching for It!

BOTH DAYS - Tasty BBQ and Hydes American Catfish plates, sandwiches (BBQ and fish), hot dogs, hamburgers, 
deep fried potatoes, soda, coffee, funnel cakes, shaved ice, and free prize drawings every hour on the hour. 

SERVING STARTS AT 5:00 P.M. FRIDAY AND 11:00 A.M. SATURDAY. 
FISH PLATES WILL BE SERVED FRIDAY 5 - 8 P.M. & SATURDAY 11 A.M. - 2 P.M. & 5 - 8 P.M.

IN CASE OF RAIN: Entertainment will be moved inside the gym. Fish and BBQ plates will be served inside gym also.

No Alcoholic Beverages or Drugs Allowed on Picnic or School Grounds.
Piedmont Printing, (573) 223-7580                                                                  Gene Bilbrey, 2014 Picnic Chairman - (573) 998-2434

• GAMES FOR CHILDREN
• BINGO
• ARTS & CRAFTS 
  VENDORS

30th Annual
Williamsville/Black River

Fire Department

MAIN ENTERTAINMENT EVENTS THIS YEAR

- BOTH DAYS - 
Howard Deckelman will provide a sound system 
throughout the day and evening for your dancing 

and listening enjoyment.

5:00 p.m.  Morgan Kirkman – Ellsinore
5:20 p.m.  Jordan Rayfield – Piedmont
5:35 p.m.  Brandi & Brooke – Williamsville
6:15 p.m.  Brian Kirkman – Ellsinore
6:30 p.m.  BreAnna (Bearden) Conner
   & McKenzie Miller – Piedmont
7:00 p.m.  Heartland Quartet – Ellsinore
8:00 p.m.  Richmond Quartet – Wappapello
9:00 p.m.  Square Dancing Begins

Sponsored by the Williamsville Lions Club
(All proceeds go to the city and rural fire departments and Lions Club for other community service projects.)

 

Location: Picnic Grounds of 4-A Enterprises, next door to
Williamsville Elementary School, on Hwy. A in Williamsville

Picnic
Friday & Saturday, Aug. 29 & 30

11:00 a.m. Whitney Plunkett – Williamsville
11:30 p.m.  Kin Thurman – Poplar Bluff
12:00 p.m.  Brandon Bates – Wappapello
12:30 p.m.  The Gipsons – Marquand
1:30 p.m.  Chuck Bazzell – Poplar Bluff
2:30 p.m.  Buzzard Run – Naylor
3:30 p.m.  Country Fire Cloggers – Ellsinore
4:30 p.m.  Mary Beth Byrd – Blytheville, AR
5:00 p.m.  Back Street Band – Poplar Bluff
6:00 p.m.  Otter Creek Band – Williamsville
8:00 p.m.  Charley Barker & Route 66 Band – Qulin
      Square Dancing Begins 6:45 & 8:45

FRIDAY, AUG. 29

SATURDAY, AUG. 30OTHER FEATURE EVENTS 
ON SATURDAY
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573-998-2750 • Williamsville
Richard & Deane Plunkett 

Contact Gail Golden
or Kristie Willard:

MyFortuneTeam.com

Auto • Home • FARm & Business insuRAnce

Greenville 573-224-5280
Piedmont 573-223-2211

573-776-5681

Frankie-Mart

Frank’s Variety Discounts, LLC
250 Maple St., Greenville, Mo. • (573) 224-5690 • (573) 224-3418 Mon. - Wed. 9-5 • Thurs. - Sat. 10-6

KidKraft Wooden
Train Table

DOORBUSTER SALE
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*Prices good with this coupon through July 31, 2017 or while supplies last. Not valid with any other offer.

Y-VOLUTION
FLIKER F3 RED

BOUNCE HOUSE
TRAMPOLINE

NOW $79.97*
Reg. $152.99

NOW $89.99*
Reg. $129.99

NOW $389*
Reg. $599

20-60% OFF SELECT ITEMS STORE-WIDE

Frank’s Variety Discounts, LLC
250 Maple St., Greenville, MO

(573) 224-5690 • (573) 224-3418

Holmes Store
Highway 49, Williamsville

(573) 998-2228

Sharon Bowman
Sales Associate

132 Main Street • PO Box 319

Greenville, MO 63944

Cell: (573) 778-2785

Business: (573) 224-3900

email: sharonb18@windstream.net

Website: www.greenvillemorealty.com

No One Knows The Country Like We Do!
Each office independently owned and operated

Farm/Home
Realty & Auction

Hwy 67 Bldg. 109 • PO Box 157, Greenville Mo. 63944

SATURDAY, JULY 2
GREENVILLE CITY PARK

PARADE BEGINS AT 10 A.M.
Beginning at the High School. With Floats, Horseback Riders, Bicycles, Classic Cars, Trac-

tors and much more. Lineup begins at 9:00 a.m.

FOLLOWING PARADE
2017 Little Firecracker winners

National Anthem by Amaya Keele

Cutest Baby Contest

Turtle Race, Egg Relay, and other booths.

Music Begins at 1:00 p.m.

1-2 p.m. Little Creek
2-3 p.m. Robert Elder
3-4 p.m. Little Creek

4-5 p.m. 
5-7 p.m. Bluegrass by The Punches Family

7:30-10:30 p.m. The Punches Family Square Dancing at the Pavilion
Cake Walk

COOK SHACK MENU
Hot Dogs, Hamburgers, BBQ Sandwiches, Nachos, Ice Tea, Waters, Sodas

OTHER BOOTHS
Bingo, Quilts, Crafts, Face Painting, Jewelry, Shaved Ice, 

 Funnel Cakes, Deep Fried Oreos and Twinkies, Snow Cones,
 Ice Cream Floats, Fried Pies, and many more.

FIREWORKS AT 10 P.M.
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NOTICE
All unlicensed vehicles and ATVs are only allowed on the street during the parade. If you are found not 

following this order, you will be subject to a written violation. No alcohol or drugs are allowed in the city 
park. If found, you will be subject to a written violation.

THERE WILL BE NO EXCEPTIONS.

250 Maple Street
Greenville, Mo. 63944

573-224-5690
Cell # 573-429-5359

Everything under the sun including the kitchen sink.

Frankie-Mart
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Donna’s Family 
Haircare

South Main • Williamsville

998-2064

Kimberly Volz, Agent
214 N Main St, Piedmont

Bus: (573) 223-4177

Greenville Gas Mart
& Piedmont Gas Mart

Piedmont
523 S. Main

573-223-2323

Greenville
 102 Front St.
573-224-3875

Sitze’s Barber Shop
Serving Wayne Co. for over 30 years, Since 1988

121 S. Main • 573-208-8694
Tues. - Fri. 8-5; Sat. 8 -12

Thank you to our law enforcement for what you do!

The Brooks Blacksmith Shop in Brunot is pictured in 1912.
1819, Dec. 8
Sheriff Overton Bettis accounted 
for Wayne County ferry licenses 
on the St. Francis that he had sold 
to Solomon Bollinger and Ransom 
Bettis.
1820, June 12
The first constitutional convention 
met at Mansion House in St. Louis. 
The result was a good constitution 

that lasted until 1865. The Wayne 
County delegate was Elijah Bettis.
1820, July 19
The people adopted the first consti-
tution. It gave to Wayne County all 
of Lawrence County in Missouri.
1820, Nov. 16
Five commissioners from the entire 
state were named to select a perma-
nent seat of government for Mis-


