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ers were employed by the Holla-
day-Klotz saw and planing mill at 
Greenville.
1893
Lodi post office was established. 
This pioneer community was ear-
lier called Hunter’s Creek because 
the abundance of game in the area 
made it a hunter’s paradise. When 
the post office was established, Dr. 

W.B. Wilkinson and W.J. Kelly, in 
whose store the post office was lo-
cated, selected the name. It has been 
said Dr. Wilkinson reversed the 
word Idol, but Thomas Lewis and 
Mrs. Cassie Kelly say Dr. Wilkin-
son, who clerked in Kelly’s store, 
found the name on a piece of calico 
and suggested it for the post office. 
The name Lodi is also thought to 

Snow blankets new Greenville in this 1943 photo.

mean, “beautiful valley.” 
1894, Jan. 25
The Williamsville, Greenville & St. 
Louis Railway Company was char-
tered to take over the assets of the 
Williamsville, Greenville & North-
eastern.
1896
Mingo post office was established  
by David Fronabarger in the south-
east part of Jefferson Township. It 
was named for Mingo Swamp in 
which it was located.
1898, Nov. 3
The Exchange Bank was chartered; 
it went into voluntary liquidation 
Dec. 27, 1901.
1899, May 15
Hiram Holladay was shot and killed 
by Monroe A. Johnson.
1899, Sept. 5
The county court made arrange-
ments for a wagon bridge across the 
St. Francis River at Greenville in 
connection with the railway bridge.
1899, Jan. 5
Wayne Academy at Piedmont 
burned after a decade of usefulness.
1900, Sept. 11
Wayne County Bank was chartered. 
It was closed Aug. 12, 1925, and 
taken over by Wayne County State 
Bank.

1900
Hiram, a village in Cowan Town-
ship, was established on the Wil-
liamsville, Greenville and St. Louis 
Railroad. It was named for Hiram 
Holladay who operated a large saw-
mill there. William Plummer was 
the first postmaster. The second 
postmaster was Doctor Charles Da-
vis who was company physician for 
Holladay-Klotz Land and Lumber 
Company. While the railroad was 
operating, Hiram provided a cen-
tral market for the lumber and farm 
products of Bear Creek Valley. J. 
Paul Barber had a store and post of-
fice there for many years.
1901, Dec. 27
Exchange Bank of Piedmont char-
tered.
1902, May 22
First high school graduation at 
Greenville; the first four-year gradu-
ation exercises were in the spring of 
1910 under Professor Victor Sears.
1902, June 27
The hanging of Sam Brown for the 
murder of George Richardson was 
the only legal hanging in Wayne 
County.
1902, Nov. 29
Bank of Piedmont chartered.
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A. Davis was abandoned in 1887. In 1908 a new 
post office was established by Hugh Anderson, 
who ran a store for Grisham Mercantile Com-
pany. Anderson named the post office for George 
Shook, a nearby elderly landowner. This post of-
fice continued until 1920 and was then discon-

tinued until it was restored in 1930 through the 
efforts of Albert Ward, who also restored the old 
name. The last store and post office at Shook was 
owned and run by the Johnson family.
1877
Rev. Luther M. Wagner established Concordia 

College in Gravelton. The college opened with 
an enrollment of 70.
1877
Hale’s College was established in Benton Town-
ship by J.H. Hale, a graduate of William Jewell 
College at Liberty, Mo. Hale returned to his na-

“Wayne County’s Most
Complete Supermarket”

Richard’s Supermarket

Richard Crites
Owner

110 Main St. P.O. Box 534
Greenville, MO 63944
Phone 573-224-3712

Greenville Tradition 
Since 1977

George Bolen Myers is pictured with his strawberry pickers circa 1913 in the Cowan area. On the back of the photo, it notes that Myers is 
wearing the “farmer’s straw hat.”
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Celebrating 
Wayne County's 

Bicentennial

Rich Heritage.
Strong Future.

Mayor 
 Bill Kirkpatrick
Ward II Aldermen 
 Scot Tucker & Kyle Allen
Ward I Aldermen 
 Karin Townsend & Brian Tutterow

City  of 
Piedmont

Taskee Station had its start in 1889 when the railroad was extended 
to that point. A post office called Taskee Station was established in 
1890, and remained in operation until 1941.

Thank You The following businesses,organizations, and individuals have donated to 
help fund the Wayne County Bicentennial celebration.

Wayne County 
Russ Moore
Piedmont Rotary Club
Wayne County Historical Society
Wayne County Abstract & Title
Dr. Mike & Debbie Toney
Turnbough Building Supply
Greenville Gas Mart
Keith & Judy Mahal
Lutesville Motor Company
New Era Bank
Greenville Motor Company
Malden Marble Works
Paul McWilliams, C.P.A. 
City of Piedmont 
Lisa Reynolds Insurance Agency
Henson Farms of Williamsville
Ozark Foothills Regional Planning 
    Commission
Ruegg Funeral Home
Quality Tech Transmission 
Tequila’s Mexican Restaurant
Piedmont Eagles Club
Medical Center Pharmacy

Greenville Saw & Hardware
Twidwell Farms of Lodi 
The Hair Company
Vickie Norris Insurance Agency 
First Midwest Bank of the Ozarks
Henson Farm Supply
Crader Distributing Company 
Michelle Southern
Morrison-Worley Funeral Chapel 
Historic Greenville Museum, 
    Library and Community Center 
Myers Farms of Lodi
Southeast Missouri Transportation Service
Mary Beth Montgomery
Peoples Community Bank
Midway Drive In 
Modern Woodmen Of America 
Wayne County Farm Bureau 
Greenville Lodge No. 107 A.F. & A.M. 
Piedmont Gas Mart 
McLane Transport 
Sharon Elder 
Richard’s Supermarket 
Dan’s Barber Shop
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Wayne County was officially organized on Dec. 11, 1818, and is named 
after General "Mad" Anthony Wayne who served in the American Revo-
lutionary War.

Wayne County was created in December 1818 by the last Missouri Terri-
torial Legislature from portions of Cape Girardeau and Lawrence counties. 
Wayne County thus actually predates statehood. In March 1819, Congress 
established the Territory of Arkansas, and most of Lawrence County be-
came Lawrence County, Arkansas Territory. The small strip that had been 
excluded was added to Wayne County by the Missouri State Constitution 
of 1820. The Osage Strip on the Kansas border was added in 1825. Be-
tween 1825 and 1831, Wayne County was actually larger than the states of 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Delaware combined. All 
or part of 32 present Missouri counties once belonged to Wayne County. 
Despite its size, the Census of 1820 revealed that Wayne County had a 
total population of just 1,239 white inhabitants and 204 African American 
slaves.

When Wayne County was formed in 1818, the territorial legislature ap-
pointed five commissioners to govern it. They chose a small settlement 
called Cedar Cabin on the St. Francis River to be the county seat. Renamed 
Greenville, it had grown to about 1,000 by the turn of the 20th century. By 
1940, however, the population had declined to 572. In 1941, the remaining 
inhabitants were forced to relocate because of the construction of Lake 
Wappapello. This new town's population had fallen to 270 in 1950, but has 
now increased to about 450.

The Wayne County Courthouse was destroyed by a fire in 1854. In 1866, 
the records in new courthouse were stolen, and in 1892 the courthouse 
again burned down. Thus few county records survive from that time.

Mother of Counties

IN HOME CARE,INC

Serving Wayne, Reynolds & Iron Counties!
Personal Care Services • Homemaker Services

Nurse Visits

Call Today! 573-223-2875
We serve private pay, VA clients & medicaid

Annual Fall Festival Sale

Tuesday Oct. 16 - Friday Oct. 19th
Hours: 10 A.M. - 5 P.M.
Saturday Oct. 20th
Hours: 9 A.M. - 3 P.M.

As usual a large selection of 
2018 Christmas Collections already available! 

Time to start Christmas shopping ladies!

Huge Sidewalk Sale!
50% to 75% off

Wednesday Oct. 17th thru Sat. 20th
(Your in-store purchase enters you in our $50.00 gift certificate drawing!)

20% Off Storewide 
& 25% Off All Fall Merchandise

You Will Be Entertained at the 
A slate of entertainers, includ-

ing local and regional personali-
ties,  will perform at the Ozark 
Heritage Festival this year, says 
Carol Starner, Piedmont Area 
Chamber of Commerce adminis-
trative assistant.

“Many of those performing are 
individuals and groups who are 
well-known in the region,” Starn-
er said. “The entertainment sched-
ule is subject to change though de-
pending upon how long the parade 
lasts.”

The Chamber is excited about 
this year’s entertainment lineup. 
The grandstand stage, which has 
been equipped with lights, will be 
set up in a new location. It will be 
located near the McKenzie Creek 
tunnel near the crafters People can 
bring lawn chairs and sit under the 
pavilion or in front of the stage. 
Bleachers will also be set up to 
provide seating.

There are many talented indi-
viduals living in Wayne County. 
The talents of many will be show-
cased during a talent showcase at 
the Ozark Heritage Festival and 

Just E Nuff (Brandon Bates and Justin Parker) will take centerstage Saturday afternoon at 3 p.m.


