
Wednesday, Oct. 24, 2018 —  Page 3

Page 2 — Wednesday, Oct. 11, 2017                                                        

12 2017 Fall Deer & Turkey Hunting Regulations and Information

Hunting Other Game

Other game may be hunted during firearms deer season, but there are some restrictions. Please refer to the table below.

Species
Portion of Firearms Deer 
Hunting Season Special Restrictions

Is Hunter 
Orange 

Required?

Quail and Pheasants

November portion
Antlerless portion in open areas

Shot must be no larger than No. 4. This restriction 
does not apply to landowners and lessees hunting 
on land they own or lease.

Yes

Alternative methods portion None No

All other portions None Yes

Rabbits and Squirrels

November portion
Antlerless portion in open areas

Only pistols, revolvers, rifles, or shotguns may be 
used. These firearms must fire .22 caliber or smaller 
rimfire cartridges or shot no larger than No. 4. 
This restriction does not apply to landowners and 
lessees hunting on land they own or lease.

Dogs may not be used during daylight hours of 
the November portion in Butler, Carter, Dent, Iron, 
Madison, Oregon, Reynolds, Ripley, Shannon, and 
Wayne counties.

Yes

Alternative methods portion None No

All other portions None Yes

Waterfowl All portions None No

Other Migratory 
Game Birds

November portion
Antlerless portion in open areas

Shot must be no larger than No. 4. No

All other portions None No

Crows

November portion
Antlerless portion in open areas

Only pistols, revolvers, rifles, or shotguns may be 
used. These firearms must fire .22 caliber or smaller 
rimfire cartridges or shot no larger than No. 4. 
This restriction does not apply to landowners and 
lessees hunting on land they own or lease.

Yes

Alternative methods portion None No

All other portions None Yes

Furbearers

November portion
Antlerless portion in open areas

Dogs may not be used during daylight hours from 
Nov. 1 through the end of the November portion 
statewide and the antlerless portion in open areas.

In addition to a resident small game hunting permit 
or Nonresident Furbearer Hunting and Trapping 
Permit, if you are hunting during daylight hours 
you must also possess an unfilled firearms deer 
hunting permit and only deer hunting methods 
may be used.

Yes

Youth portions None Yes

Alternative methods portion None No
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There are a lot of things a buck will do, one 
of which is let you know exactly what’s on his 
mind. The catch is that you have to know how 
to pick up on his cues. Although some game 
animals will vocalize and therefore give you 
an idea as to what their state of mind might be, 
that is not something that happens with whitetail 
deer. Instead of using your ears to understand 
the mood and intentions of deer, you are going 
to have to use your eyes to recognize and under-
stand their actions.

Deciphering the meaning behind behaviors 
and body language is important in calculating 
your next move. For example, if you can recog-
nize signs of interest versus disinterest or even 
fear versus aggression, you can change your 
course of action in order to counter in such a 
way that brings the deer closer to where you 
want them. Though you may at times encounter 
an indifferent deer that shows no reaction what-
soever when you call, there are many other sce-
narios in which deer will have plenty to say via 
body language. Here are some behavior clues 
for which to watch:

The sign of an interested deer that heard your 
call is a raised head with forward ears. You have 
the attention of this deer but he may not yet be 
committed. Once you know he’s paying atten-
tion, give him time and watch to see his next 
move. You could call again but continued ob-
servation before doing so puts the odds in your 
favor. Oh the flip side, a deer with ears back is 
showing aggression. This is the deer to which 
you want to continue to issue calls as he will be 
very likely to respond.

Just as important as the front of the deer is 
the back of the deer. A tail that is tucked is a 

sign of fear or nervousness. That deer will likely 
waste no time getting out of dodge because he 
feels that something is amiss. If you have a clear 
shot at such a deer, there won’t be much time 
to waste in taking it before a deer like this gets 
moving and calling will likely encourage him on 
his way. However, a tail that is flicking casually 
is an indicator of a relaxed state and such a deer 
is more likely to stick around. 

Although we as human have the hair on the 
back of our necks stand up as a fear reaction, 
hair standing up on deer is a sign of aggression 
instead. A buck with hair standing stiffly is pos-
sibly trying to present as a bigger adversary, but 
one thing is for sure: he’s ready for a fight. Call-
ing to this buck will likely yield results as he’s 
already revved up and ready to go. 

The stomping of feet is another sign that a 
deer may be nervous. When you observe this, 
it is usually an indication that a deer is on edge 
for one reason or another and in such a situation, 
it is best not to push your luck by issuing calls. 
Watch and wait to see if the deer relaxes but be 
prepared as well that he may not stick around. 

When taking body language and behaviors 
into account, it is important to look at the big 
picture. Though several small pieces of the puz-
zle can indicate one thing or another, it is the 
whole puzzle that really tells the story. You may 
see a deer that has hair standing on end, indicat-
ing aggression, but also has a clamped tail and 
stiff gait, both of which could indicate a bit of 
nervousness. It is in situations such as this that 
it is important to watch and wait so that you can 
play your hand at the most opportune time in the 
best manner possible, bringing home that sought 
after buck.

Reading Whitetail Body Language

It is no secret amongst hunters that a white-
tail that knows you’re coming is a whitetail on 
the move away from you. Whether is it sight, 
sound, or smell that gives you away, a white-
tail deer is simply not going to sit around in 
the Missouri woods waiting to become prey. 
Instead these animals move their feet opposite 
of you, the perceived threat, in search of safe 
haven. 

Though it can be very frustrating when deer 
evade to the point where you cannot get a de-
cent shot, you should take these experiences 
apply them as learning tools. Just like with all 
other aspects of hunting, stalking and sneaking 
up on whitetail deer is a skill and mastering 
skills takes practice. If you are having trouble 
stalking deer then perhaps your skills need a 
little polish. Here are some suggestions as to 
how to apply some:

The number one adversary of a hunter is 
wind as it sometimes seemingly carries your 
scent right into the nostrils of your quarry. 
Sure, we all take great pains to eradicate as 
much of our natural human odor as possible 
but knowing wind behavior is equally useful. 
Things to remember are that hot air rises while 
cold air sticks close to ground level. Obstacles 
such as hills will redirect wind and a good way 
to find out where is to watch the movement of 
foliage. Base your movement on wind behavior 
in order to give your own movement the best 
possible chance of cover.

Once you know what the wind is doing, it 
is important to decide what you will be doing. 
Where are you planning to go? Do you know 
the topography in the area you are hunting? 
Which trails can you take that correlate with 
deer travel patterns? These are things you need 
to plan in advance so knowledge of your hunt-
ing area is vital for successful stalking. If you 
didn’t do enough scouting over the summer, 
be sure to incorporate scouting into your next 
off season so you will have nature’s nooks and 
crannies committed to memory.

Watch and observe both near and far. Keep-
ing an eye on your immediate surroundings 
is easy enough, but what about deer moving 
about in the distance? In order to sneak up on 
deer, you need to know where they are, hence 
being able to see them at a distance. Binocu-
lars play a vital role in not only spotting deer 
but also spotting something that may decide to 
stalk you, such as a bobcat in the video below.

It is also incredibly important to watch what 
your intended target is up to. Deer that are hav-
ing a snack are otherwise occupied and may 
take longer to notice you whereas a buck on 
the move is already putting distance between 
himself and you. You may have to move quick-
ly but cautiously, taking note of deer body 
language cues as you move. Raised heads and 
watchful eyes are a sign they could be onto you 
so you may need to adjust or even halt your 
pace. In the event that your quarry is distracted, 
you may have freedom to move more quickly 
to close the gap between the two of you.

Remember that there are many natural 
sounds which occur in the Missouri woods. 
Deer hear these sounds all the time so you 
should learn to mimic these sounds. Particu-
larly useful are sounds that mimic the actions 
of other animals in the natural world. Animals 
do not tend to stride about with the same pur-
pose as a man walking down a city street, in-
stead taking a few steps and pausing. In search 
of food items, animals may scratch the ground. 
If you suspect your quarry is onto you, do your 
best to avoid behaving and therefore sounding 
like a human and mimic a fellow woodland 
resident instead. 

Masking yourself with camouflage is a use-
ful tactic but it only goes so far. Being able to 
sneak around the woods in pursuit of whitetail 
prey is just as useful if not more so than blend-
ing in with nature. Wear that camo dutifully but 
also be sure that you know how to best conduct 
yourself in the woods once you’re wearing it.

Stalking Skills to Master

Tips For Hunting Deer
BE SAFE

• Safety is your first priority. Nothing matters more than firearm and tree-stand safety.
• ALWAYS identify your target as a legal deer before putting your finger on the trigger. Never shoot 

at sounds in the brush.
• Never climb into a tree with a loaded gun. Always wear a safety belt or harness while in a tree 

stand.
SPOTTING DEER

• Patience is mandatory.
• Talk to landowners about deer patterns as they are likely to know where deer gather and travel.
• Deer are active throughout the day during the breeding season (usually late October through Novem-

ber). Otherwise, morning and evening are the best times to spot deer.
• Deer are often found at the edges of fields or clearings in the woods.
• Snow-covered ground reveals a deer’s tracks and makes moving deer more visible.

POSITION AND AIM
• A deer’s nose is its best defense; try to position yourself upwind of a deer trail.
• If you spot an approaching deer, try to remain motionless. Deer have keen eyes and ears.
• Aim for the “kill zone,” an area four to six inches behind the left elbow of the front leg. You are more 

likely to hit the deer’s heart, cause less trauma to the deer, and achieve a clean kill.
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Many families are in need of lean, protein 
rich meat. Children need protein to grow 
healthy and strong and adults need it to keep 
in good health. However, many are without 
a good source of meat due to high costs or 
inaccessibility. With prime deer season just 
on the horizon, you can help those in need 
by donating your extra venison. 

Missouri’s Share the Harvest program 
helps deer hunters to donate their extra or 
uneeded venison to those in need. This pro-
gram is administered by the Conservation 
Federation of Missouri and the Missouri 
Department of Conservation. According 
to MDC, in 2016, 4,280 hunters donated 
198,277 pounds of venison.

Donating is incredibly easy as well. All 
you have to do is take your deer to a par-
ticipating processor and tell them how much 
venison you would like to donate. The meat 
will then be processed and picked up later by 
a local sponsoring organization to be deliv-
ered to a charitable agency. It’s that simple.

Any Missourian in need will have access 
to this donated meat. The charity will allo-
cate the distribution of venison according to 
supply in order to help as many families as 
possible. MDC lists five steps to help those 
interested in being a participant processor 
for the Share the Harvest program.

1. Clubs or organizations wishing to co-
ordinate the Share the Harvest program in 
their area may contact a conservation agent 
in their county or the Conservation Depart-
ment at the address on the back panel. Agen-
cies that distribute venison also may fulfill 
the role of coordinator. 

2. Distributing agencies should be non-
profit charitable organizations. They must 
have proper storage for the meat and agree 
to distribute uncooked venison directly to 
families or individuals. 

3. The coordinator should locate a deer 
processor who agrees to participate in Share 
the Harvest. Processors also must be a gov-
ernment-inspected facility. 

4. Once agreements are made with co-
ordinator, deer processors and distributing 
agencies, permission must be obtained from 
the Conservation Department to conduct a 
Share the Harvest program. 

5. After the local conservation agent ap-
proves the coordinator’s choice of meat 
processors and distributing agencies, the co-
ordinator will receive written authorization 
and instructions. 

MDC also has a list of guidelines for 
those wanting to play host to Share The Har-
vest. It is important to follow each step to 
ensure that as many families as possible re-
ceive help and no meat goes to waste.

1. Requests to participate in Share the 
Harvest should be submitted to the direc-
tor of the Conservation Department through 
a local conservation agent. Requests must 
include names of participating meat proces-
sors and the distributing agency. 

2. Meat processors must be licensed by 
the Conservation Department to process 
deer and be subject to government health 
inspection, or be approved by the Missouri 
Department of Agriculture’s Meat Inspec-
tion Program. 

3. State and local health regulations must 
be followed. 

4. A conservation agent must initially ap-
prove the coordinator, processors and dis-
tributing agency. 

5. Only venison from white-tailed deer 
legally taken in Missouri will be accepted. 

6. Donated venison must be processed at 
approved meat processing facilities. 

7. Records detailing number of donors, 
pounds of donated venison, and charitable 
recipient group must be kept by the coordi-
nator, and submitted to the local conserva-
tion agent no later than Feb. 1. 

8. Donated venison must be stored and 
transported in department-provided plastic 
bags that display the Share the Harvest logo, 
or in approved containers clearly marked 
with Share the Harvest labels. 

9. Venison may not be served cooked by 
the distributing agency, and must be frozen 
at some time prior to being eaten. 

10. All donated venison must be distrib-
uted by May 1. 

11. Approval for participation is required 
annually. 

The Missouri Department of Conserva-
tion website has a full list of counties with 
participating processors. Both Ruble’s 
Meat Market in Iron County and Piedmont 
Processing in Wayne County participate in 
venison donations. For more infortmation on 
how to become a participating processor, or 
to learn more about the venison donations, 
you can visit MDC’s website at https://hunt-
fish.mdc.mo.gov/hunting-trapping/species/
deer/deer-share-harvest or call the Share the 
Harvest program group at 573-751-4115.

Assist Those in Need by Donating Venison
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Telecheck

Information Needed 
to Telecheck Deer
When you Telecheck your deer, 
you will be asked a few short 
questions based on whether 
you are checking a doe or an 
antlered buck. The illustrations 
to the right show how to gather 
the measurements you will need. 
These measurements will help 
biologists gather information on 
the ages of deer harvested.

If You Are Checking a Doe
Measure from the inner corner of 
the eyeball to the upper edge of 
the nostril. Is the measurement 
greater than 4.5 inches?

Note: Please plan to bring a tape measure or other measuring device with you afield.

If You Are Checking an Antlered Buck
Measure the circumference of the antler 
(around the antler) 1 inch above the base. Is the 
measurement greater than 2.5 inches (about 
the circumference of a nickel)?
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Information Needed to Telecheck Fall Turkeys
During checking, hunters will be asked the age and sex of their turkey. Monitoring 
the age and sex of harvested turkeys provides a valuable  measure of the fall 
harvest.

How to Age a Turkey
To age a turkey, look at the two outermost feathers on the wing (see 
below). The tips of the 9th and 10th primary feathers of a juvenile lack 
white barring. The 9th and 10th primary feathers of an adult have white 
 barring extending to the tips.
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feather

Brown tip

Hen 
breast 
feather

9th
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White 
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extends 

to tip.
White 

barring 
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to tip.

9th

10th

Juvenile Adult

10th

9th

How to Determine the  
Sex of a Turkey
Look at the lower half of the breast. 
Gobblers have black-tipped breast 
feathers. Hens have brown-tipped 
breast feathers.

1 inch

Scouting is one of the most 
important aspects of deer hunt-
ing. White-tailed deer are a 
challenging quarry that requires 
hunters to study their habits and 
develop a plan to intersect their 
movements. The Missouri De-
partment of Conservation has 
shared a few things to consider 
when scouting.

ACORNS
During the fall, deer abandon 

other food sources to search for 
highly prized acorns, especially 
ones from white oaks. In years 
when acorn production is high, 
deer tend spread out, and for-
age with little movement. When 
acorn production is low, deer 
concentrate in areas that pro-
duced acorns and travel from 
tree to tree to find adequate for-
age. This makes deer more vis-
ible to hunters. Look for hoof 
prints, deer pellets, and bro-
ken acorn shells under trees to 
find active feeding sites. When 
acorns are on the ground, the 
area will be used by deer at all 
times of the day.

CROP FIELDS
Hunting the edge of crop 

fields can be effective. Deer feel 
more comfortable feeding in the 
open when there is cover nearby. 
Take notice where forested habi-
tats jut out into fields, especially 
where two points jut out across 
from each other. If deer are on 
the move, they will tend to cross 
a field from point to point.

When deer enter a field 
to feed, they prefer secluded, 
shadowed coves earlier in the 
evening. Food near cover will 

always be visited by deer ear-
lier in the evening, before they 
move into the middle of a big 
crop field. It’s hard for a hunter 
to enter a crop field before sun-
rise without spooking the deer 
that fed in the field all night, but 
entering after daybreak can be 
a good option. Deer feeding in 
other fields may move through 
when heading back to their bed-
ding areas for the day.

Soybean fields are great sum-
mertime deer viewing areas. As 
the soybean leaves begin to turn 
yellow, deer will visit the area 
less. If a soybean field is left 
standing into the winter months, 
deer will return to the area to 
feed heavily on any remaining 
bean pods.

Standing corn provides extra 
cover and travel routes to keep 
deer concealed. Harvested corn-
fields, however, can be a great 
place to find deer scavenging 
waste grain in fall and winter.

WATER
During dry years when tem-

peratures are still above 70 de-
grees, deer may visit secluded 
water sources often. Check 
ponds for deer activity and set up 
trail cameras to help you identify 
times when deer are actively 
using them. Keep in mind that 
during normal years, deer gain 
much of their water from the 
food they eat. 

Ponds, rivers, creeks, and 
lake arms can help hunters by 
creating pinch points. Deer gen-
erally choose the path of least 
resistance and will cut closely 
around coves or across pond 

dikes. These are excellent stand 
sites because deer trails often 
converge at these locations, al-
lowing for a larger number of 
deer sightings, especially during 
the rut. 

Water, however, is not always 
avoided. Deer will frequently 
wade across small creeks and 
swim across large rivers in search 
for food, cover, and breeding op-
portunities. Watch closely along 
creek edges for crossings. Often 
these areas are soft, causing worn 
trails that are easy to spot.

SCRAPES AND RUBS
Scrapes are signposts made 

by bucks. When making a scrape, 
a deer paws the ground and uri-
nates on the disturbed soil. Re-
search has shown that deer visit 
scrapes mainly at night. Scrapes, 
however, are highly visible and 
can give away travel corridors. 
Don’t focus on individual scrapes 
but on the route being used be-
tween scrapes. Scrapes are usual-
ly visited by many different deer, 
and not just bucks. Putting a trail 
camera on a scrape that is near a 
food source from mid-September 
to mid-November can provide a 
hunter with a good idea of the 
deer moving through an area. 

Bucks use shrubs and saplings 
to rub the velvet off their antlers. 
A lot of rubs in an area does not 
necessarily mean there are many 
different bucks there, but it is a 
good sign. Although a buck can 
make rubs of any size, overly 
large rubs tend to indicate older 
bucks. When scouting, look for 
linear rub lines that indicate buck 
travel routes. Circular rub lines 
around thickets or small timber 
blocks may indicate a core bed-
ding area for a particular buck.

TRAILS
Every time hunters see a 

well-used deer trail, they should 
ask themselves two questions: 
Where is the main food source 
from here and where is the main 
bedding area or heavy cover 
from here? Follow deer trails in 
the off season, especially in late 
January, and see where they lead. 
Make notes of these trails for the 
next year because they will not be 
as easy to find in the dense cover 
of summer. If the food source 
the trail is going to is a crop field 
or pasture, take note of what is 
planted there. Changes in avail-
able forages will influence deer 
movement from year to year.

Scouting Deer
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Many families are in need of lean, protein 
rich meat. Children need protein to grow 
healthy and strong and adults need it to keep 
in good health. However, many are without 
a good source of meat due to high costs or 
inaccessibility. With prime deer season just 
on the horizon, you can help those in need 
by donating your extra venison. 

Missouri’s Share the Harvest program 
helps deer hunters to donate their extra or 
uneeded venison to those in need. This pro-
gram is administered by the Conservation 
Federation of Missouri and the Missouri 
Department of Conservation. According 
to MDC, in 2016, 4,280 hunters donated 
198,277 pounds of venison.

Donating is incredibly easy as well. All 
you have to do is take your deer to a par-
ticipating processor and tell them how much 
venison you would like to donate. The meat 
will then be processed and picked up later by 
a local sponsoring organization to be deliv-
ered to a charitable agency. It’s that simple.

Any Missourian in need will have access 
to this donated meat. The charity will allo-
cate the distribution of venison according to 
supply in order to help as many families as 
possible. MDC lists five steps to help those 
interested in being a participant processor 
for the Share the Harvest program.

1. Clubs or organizations wishing to co-
ordinate the Share the Harvest program in 
their area may contact a conservation agent 
in their county or the Conservation Depart-
ment at the address on the back panel. Agen-
cies that distribute venison also may fulfill 
the role of coordinator. 

2. Distributing agencies should be non-
profit charitable organizations. They must 
have proper storage for the meat and agree 
to distribute uncooked venison directly to 
families or individuals. 

3. The coordinator should locate a deer 
processor who agrees to participate in Share 
the Harvest. Processors also must be a gov-
ernment-inspected facility. 

4. Once agreements are made with co-
ordinator, deer processors and distributing 
agencies, permission must be obtained from 
the Conservation Department to conduct a 
Share the Harvest program. 

5. After the local conservation agent ap-
proves the coordinator’s choice of meat 
processors and distributing agencies, the co-
ordinator will receive written authorization 
and instructions. 

MDC also has a list of guidelines for 
those wanting to play host to Share The Har-
vest. It is important to follow each step to 
ensure that as many families as possible re-
ceive help and no meat goes to waste.

1. Requests to participate in Share the 
Harvest should be submitted to the direc-
tor of the Conservation Department through 
a local conservation agent. Requests must 
include names of participating meat proces-
sors and the distributing agency. 

2. Meat processors must be licensed by 
the Conservation Department to process 
deer and be subject to government health 
inspection, or be approved by the Missouri 
Department of Agriculture’s Meat Inspec-
tion Program. 

3. State and local health regulations must 
be followed. 

4. A conservation agent must initially ap-
prove the coordinator, processors and dis-
tributing agency. 

5. Only venison from white-tailed deer 
legally taken in Missouri will be accepted. 

6. Donated venison must be processed at 
approved meat processing facilities. 

7. Records detailing number of donors, 
pounds of donated venison, and charitable 
recipient group must be kept by the coordi-
nator, and submitted to the local conserva-
tion agent no later than Feb. 1. 

8. Donated venison must be stored and 
transported in department-provided plastic 
bags that display the Share the Harvest logo, 
or in approved containers clearly marked 
with Share the Harvest labels. 

9. Venison may not be served cooked by 
the distributing agency, and must be frozen 
at some time prior to being eaten. 

10. All donated venison must be distrib-
uted by May 1. 

11. Approval for participation is required 
annually. 

The Missouri Department of Conserva-
tion website has a full list of counties with 
participating processors. Both Ruble’s 
Meat Market in Iron County and Piedmont 
Processing in Wayne County participate in 
venison donations. For more infortmation on 
how to become a participating processor, or 
to learn more about the venison donations, 
you can visit MDC’s website at https://hunt-
fish.mdc.mo.gov/hunting-trapping/species/
deer/deer-share-harvest or call the Share the 
Harvest program group at 573-751-4115.

Assist Those in Need by Donating Venison
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Telecheck

Information Needed 
to Telecheck Deer
When you Telecheck your deer, 
you will be asked a few short 
questions based on whether 
you are checking a doe or an 
antlered buck. The illustrations 
to the right show how to gather 
the measurements you will need. 
These measurements will help 
biologists gather information on 
the ages of deer harvested.

If You Are Checking a Doe
Measure from the inner corner of 
the eyeball to the upper edge of 
the nostril. Is the measurement 
greater than 4.5 inches?

Note: Please plan to bring a tape measure or other measuring device with you afield.

If You Are Checking an Antlered Buck
Measure the circumference of the antler 
(around the antler) 1 inch above the base. Is the 
measurement greater than 2.5 inches (about 
the circumference of a nickel)?
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Information Needed to Telecheck Fall Turkeys
During checking, hunters will be asked the age and sex of their turkey. Monitoring 
the age and sex of harvested turkeys provides a valuable  measure of the fall 
harvest.

How to Age a Turkey
To age a turkey, look at the two outermost feathers on the wing (see 
below). The tips of the 9th and 10th primary feathers of a juvenile lack 
white barring. The 9th and 10th primary feathers of an adult have white 
 barring extending to the tips.
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How to Determine the  
Sex of a Turkey
Look at the lower half of the breast. 
Gobblers have black-tipped breast 
feathers. Hens have brown-tipped 
breast feathers.

1 inch

Scouting is one of the most 
important aspects of deer hunt-
ing. White-tailed deer are a 
challenging quarry that requires 
hunters to study their habits and 
develop a plan to intersect their 
movements. The Missouri De-
partment of Conservation has 
shared a few things to consider 
when scouting.

ACORNS
During the fall, deer abandon 

other food sources to search for 
highly prized acorns, especially 
ones from white oaks. In years 
when acorn production is high, 
deer tend spread out, and for-
age with little movement. When 
acorn production is low, deer 
concentrate in areas that pro-
duced acorns and travel from 
tree to tree to find adequate for-
age. This makes deer more vis-
ible to hunters. Look for hoof 
prints, deer pellets, and bro-
ken acorn shells under trees to 
find active feeding sites. When 
acorns are on the ground, the 
area will be used by deer at all 
times of the day.

CROP FIELDS
Hunting the edge of crop 

fields can be effective. Deer feel 
more comfortable feeding in the 
open when there is cover nearby. 
Take notice where forested habi-
tats jut out into fields, especially 
where two points jut out across 
from each other. If deer are on 
the move, they will tend to cross 
a field from point to point.

When deer enter a field 
to feed, they prefer secluded, 
shadowed coves earlier in the 
evening. Food near cover will 

always be visited by deer ear-
lier in the evening, before they 
move into the middle of a big 
crop field. It’s hard for a hunter 
to enter a crop field before sun-
rise without spooking the deer 
that fed in the field all night, but 
entering after daybreak can be 
a good option. Deer feeding in 
other fields may move through 
when heading back to their bed-
ding areas for the day.

Soybean fields are great sum-
mertime deer viewing areas. As 
the soybean leaves begin to turn 
yellow, deer will visit the area 
less. If a soybean field is left 
standing into the winter months, 
deer will return to the area to 
feed heavily on any remaining 
bean pods.

Standing corn provides extra 
cover and travel routes to keep 
deer concealed. Harvested corn-
fields, however, can be a great 
place to find deer scavenging 
waste grain in fall and winter.

WATER
During dry years when tem-

peratures are still above 70 de-
grees, deer may visit secluded 
water sources often. Check 
ponds for deer activity and set up 
trail cameras to help you identify 
times when deer are actively 
using them. Keep in mind that 
during normal years, deer gain 
much of their water from the 
food they eat. 

Ponds, rivers, creeks, and 
lake arms can help hunters by 
creating pinch points. Deer gen-
erally choose the path of least 
resistance and will cut closely 
around coves or across pond 

dikes. These are excellent stand 
sites because deer trails often 
converge at these locations, al-
lowing for a larger number of 
deer sightings, especially during 
the rut. 

Water, however, is not always 
avoided. Deer will frequently 
wade across small creeks and 
swim across large rivers in search 
for food, cover, and breeding op-
portunities. Watch closely along 
creek edges for crossings. Often 
these areas are soft, causing worn 
trails that are easy to spot.

SCRAPES AND RUBS
Scrapes are signposts made 

by bucks. When making a scrape, 
a deer paws the ground and uri-
nates on the disturbed soil. Re-
search has shown that deer visit 
scrapes mainly at night. Scrapes, 
however, are highly visible and 
can give away travel corridors. 
Don’t focus on individual scrapes 
but on the route being used be-
tween scrapes. Scrapes are usual-
ly visited by many different deer, 
and not just bucks. Putting a trail 
camera on a scrape that is near a 
food source from mid-September 
to mid-November can provide a 
hunter with a good idea of the 
deer moving through an area. 

Bucks use shrubs and saplings 
to rub the velvet off their antlers. 
A lot of rubs in an area does not 
necessarily mean there are many 
different bucks there, but it is a 
good sign. Although a buck can 
make rubs of any size, overly 
large rubs tend to indicate older 
bucks. When scouting, look for 
linear rub lines that indicate buck 
travel routes. Circular rub lines 
around thickets or small timber 
blocks may indicate a core bed-
ding area for a particular buck.

TRAILS
Every time hunters see a 

well-used deer trail, they should 
ask themselves two questions: 
Where is the main food source 
from here and where is the main 
bedding area or heavy cover 
from here? Follow deer trails in 
the off season, especially in late 
January, and see where they lead. 
Make notes of these trails for the 
next year because they will not be 
as easy to find in the dense cover 
of summer. If the food source 
the trail is going to is a crop field 
or pasture, take note of what is 
planted there. Changes in avail-
able forages will influence deer 
movement from year to year.

Scouting Deer
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12 2017 Fall Deer & Turkey Hunting Regulations and Information

Hunting Other Game

Other game may be hunted during firearms deer season, but there are some restrictions. Please refer to the table below.

Species
Portion of Firearms Deer 
Hunting Season Special Restrictions

Is Hunter 
Orange 

Required?

Quail and Pheasants

November portion
Antlerless portion in open areas

Shot must be no larger than No. 4. This restriction 
does not apply to landowners and lessees hunting 
on land they own or lease.

Yes

Alternative methods portion None No

All other portions None Yes

Rabbits and Squirrels

November portion
Antlerless portion in open areas

Only pistols, revolvers, rifles, or shotguns may be 
used. These firearms must fire .22 caliber or smaller 
rimfire cartridges or shot no larger than No. 4. 
This restriction does not apply to landowners and 
lessees hunting on land they own or lease.

Dogs may not be used during daylight hours of 
the November portion in Butler, Carter, Dent, Iron, 
Madison, Oregon, Reynolds, Ripley, Shannon, and 
Wayne counties.

Yes

Alternative methods portion None No

All other portions None Yes

Waterfowl All portions None No

Other Migratory 
Game Birds

November portion
Antlerless portion in open areas

Shot must be no larger than No. 4. No

All other portions None No

Crows

November portion
Antlerless portion in open areas

Only pistols, revolvers, rifles, or shotguns may be 
used. These firearms must fire .22 caliber or smaller 
rimfire cartridges or shot no larger than No. 4. 
This restriction does not apply to landowners and 
lessees hunting on land they own or lease.

Yes

Alternative methods portion None No

All other portions None Yes

Furbearers

November portion
Antlerless portion in open areas

Dogs may not be used during daylight hours from 
Nov. 1 through the end of the November portion 
statewide and the antlerless portion in open areas.

In addition to a resident small game hunting permit 
or Nonresident Furbearer Hunting and Trapping 
Permit, if you are hunting during daylight hours 
you must also possess an unfilled firearms deer 
hunting permit and only deer hunting methods 
may be used.

Yes

Youth portions None Yes

Alternative methods portion None No
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There are a lot of things a buck will do, one 
of which is let you know exactly what’s on his 
mind. The catch is that you have to know how 
to pick up on his cues. Although some game 
animals will vocalize and therefore give you 
an idea as to what their state of mind might be, 
that is not something that happens with whitetail 
deer. Instead of using your ears to understand 
the mood and intentions of deer, you are going 
to have to use your eyes to recognize and under-
stand their actions.

Deciphering the meaning behind behaviors 
and body language is important in calculating 
your next move. For example, if you can recog-
nize signs of interest versus disinterest or even 
fear versus aggression, you can change your 
course of action in order to counter in such a 
way that brings the deer closer to where you 
want them. Though you may at times encounter 
an indifferent deer that shows no reaction what-
soever when you call, there are many other sce-
narios in which deer will have plenty to say via 
body language. Here are some behavior clues 
for which to watch:

The sign of an interested deer that heard your 
call is a raised head with forward ears. You have 
the attention of this deer but he may not yet be 
committed. Once you know he’s paying atten-
tion, give him time and watch to see his next 
move. You could call again but continued ob-
servation before doing so puts the odds in your 
favor. Oh the flip side, a deer with ears back is 
showing aggression. This is the deer to which 
you want to continue to issue calls as he will be 
very likely to respond.

Just as important as the front of the deer is 
the back of the deer. A tail that is tucked is a 

sign of fear or nervousness. That deer will likely 
waste no time getting out of dodge because he 
feels that something is amiss. If you have a clear 
shot at such a deer, there won’t be much time 
to waste in taking it before a deer like this gets 
moving and calling will likely encourage him on 
his way. However, a tail that is flicking casually 
is an indicator of a relaxed state and such a deer 
is more likely to stick around. 

Although we as human have the hair on the 
back of our necks stand up as a fear reaction, 
hair standing up on deer is a sign of aggression 
instead. A buck with hair standing stiffly is pos-
sibly trying to present as a bigger adversary, but 
one thing is for sure: he’s ready for a fight. Call-
ing to this buck will likely yield results as he’s 
already revved up and ready to go. 

The stomping of feet is another sign that a 
deer may be nervous. When you observe this, 
it is usually an indication that a deer is on edge 
for one reason or another and in such a situation, 
it is best not to push your luck by issuing calls. 
Watch and wait to see if the deer relaxes but be 
prepared as well that he may not stick around. 

When taking body language and behaviors 
into account, it is important to look at the big 
picture. Though several small pieces of the puz-
zle can indicate one thing or another, it is the 
whole puzzle that really tells the story. You may 
see a deer that has hair standing on end, indicat-
ing aggression, but also has a clamped tail and 
stiff gait, both of which could indicate a bit of 
nervousness. It is in situations such as this that 
it is important to watch and wait so that you can 
play your hand at the most opportune time in the 
best manner possible, bringing home that sought 
after buck.

Reading Whitetail Body Language

It is no secret amongst hunters that a white-
tail that knows you’re coming is a whitetail on 
the move away from you. Whether is it sight, 
sound, or smell that gives you away, a white-
tail deer is simply not going to sit around in 
the Missouri woods waiting to become prey. 
Instead these animals move their feet opposite 
of you, the perceived threat, in search of safe 
haven. 

Though it can be very frustrating when deer 
evade to the point where you cannot get a de-
cent shot, you should take these experiences 
apply them as learning tools. Just like with all 
other aspects of hunting, stalking and sneaking 
up on whitetail deer is a skill and mastering 
skills takes practice. If you are having trouble 
stalking deer then perhaps your skills need a 
little polish. Here are some suggestions as to 
how to apply some:

The number one adversary of a hunter is 
wind as it sometimes seemingly carries your 
scent right into the nostrils of your quarry. 
Sure, we all take great pains to eradicate as 
much of our natural human odor as possible 
but knowing wind behavior is equally useful. 
Things to remember are that hot air rises while 
cold air sticks close to ground level. Obstacles 
such as hills will redirect wind and a good way 
to find out where is to watch the movement of 
foliage. Base your movement on wind behavior 
in order to give your own movement the best 
possible chance of cover.

Once you know what the wind is doing, it 
is important to decide what you will be doing. 
Where are you planning to go? Do you know 
the topography in the area you are hunting? 
Which trails can you take that correlate with 
deer travel patterns? These are things you need 
to plan in advance so knowledge of your hunt-
ing area is vital for successful stalking. If you 
didn’t do enough scouting over the summer, 
be sure to incorporate scouting into your next 
off season so you will have nature’s nooks and 
crannies committed to memory.

Watch and observe both near and far. Keep-
ing an eye on your immediate surroundings 
is easy enough, but what about deer moving 
about in the distance? In order to sneak up on 
deer, you need to know where they are, hence 
being able to see them at a distance. Binocu-
lars play a vital role in not only spotting deer 
but also spotting something that may decide to 
stalk you, such as a bobcat in the video below.

It is also incredibly important to watch what 
your intended target is up to. Deer that are hav-
ing a snack are otherwise occupied and may 
take longer to notice you whereas a buck on 
the move is already putting distance between 
himself and you. You may have to move quick-
ly but cautiously, taking note of deer body 
language cues as you move. Raised heads and 
watchful eyes are a sign they could be onto you 
so you may need to adjust or even halt your 
pace. In the event that your quarry is distracted, 
you may have freedom to move more quickly 
to close the gap between the two of you.

Remember that there are many natural 
sounds which occur in the Missouri woods. 
Deer hear these sounds all the time so you 
should learn to mimic these sounds. Particu-
larly useful are sounds that mimic the actions 
of other animals in the natural world. Animals 
do not tend to stride about with the same pur-
pose as a man walking down a city street, in-
stead taking a few steps and pausing. In search 
of food items, animals may scratch the ground. 
If you suspect your quarry is onto you, do your 
best to avoid behaving and therefore sounding 
like a human and mimic a fellow woodland 
resident instead. 

Masking yourself with camouflage is a use-
ful tactic but it only goes so far. Being able to 
sneak around the woods in pursuit of whitetail 
prey is just as useful if not more so than blend-
ing in with nature. Wear that camo dutifully but 
also be sure that you know how to best conduct 
yourself in the woods once you’re wearing it.

Stalking Skills to Master

Tips For Hunting Deer
BE SAFE

• Safety is your first priority. Nothing matters more than firearm and tree-stand safety.
• ALWAYS identify your target as a legal deer before putting your finger on the trigger. Never shoot 

at sounds in the brush.
• Never climb into a tree with a loaded gun. Always wear a safety belt or harness while in a tree 

stand.
SPOTTING DEER

• Patience is mandatory.
• Talk to landowners about deer patterns as they are likely to know where deer gather and travel.
• Deer are active throughout the day during the breeding season (usually late October through Novem-

ber). Otherwise, morning and evening are the best times to spot deer.
• Deer are often found at the edges of fields or clearings in the woods.
• Snow-covered ground reveals a deer’s tracks and makes moving deer more visible.

POSITION AND AIM
• A deer’s nose is its best defense; try to position yourself upwind of a deer trail.
• If you spot an approaching deer, try to remain motionless. Deer have keen eyes and ears.
• Aim for the “kill zone,” an area four to six inches behind the left elbow of the front leg. You are more 

likely to hit the deer’s heart, cause less trauma to the deer, and achieve a clean kill.
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★ ★

Have a Great Basketball Season!

★ ★

Have a Great Basketball Season!

★ ★

Have a Great Basketball Season!

★ ★

Have a Great Basketball Season!

★ ★PeoplesCommunityBank

Page 2 — Wednesday, Oct. 11, 2017                                                        

12 2017 Fall Deer & Turkey Hunting Regulations and Information

Hunting Other Game

Other game may be hunted during firearms deer season, but there are some restrictions. Please refer to the table below.

Species
Portion of Firearms Deer 
Hunting Season Special Restrictions

Is Hunter 
Orange 

Required?

Quail and Pheasants

November portion
Antlerless portion in open areas

Shot must be no larger than No. 4. This restriction 
does not apply to landowners and lessees hunting 
on land they own or lease.

Yes

Alternative methods portion None No

All other portions None Yes

Rabbits and Squirrels

November portion
Antlerless portion in open areas

Only pistols, revolvers, rifles, or shotguns may be 
used. These firearms must fire .22 caliber or smaller 
rimfire cartridges or shot no larger than No. 4. 
This restriction does not apply to landowners and 
lessees hunting on land they own or lease.

Dogs may not be used during daylight hours of 
the November portion in Butler, Carter, Dent, Iron, 
Madison, Oregon, Reynolds, Ripley, Shannon, and 
Wayne counties.

Yes

Alternative methods portion None No

All other portions None Yes

Waterfowl All portions None No

Other Migratory 
Game Birds

November portion
Antlerless portion in open areas

Shot must be no larger than No. 4. No

All other portions None No

Crows

November portion
Antlerless portion in open areas

Only pistols, revolvers, rifles, or shotguns may be 
used. These firearms must fire .22 caliber or smaller 
rimfire cartridges or shot no larger than No. 4. 
This restriction does not apply to landowners and 
lessees hunting on land they own or lease.

Yes

Alternative methods portion None No

All other portions None Yes

Furbearers

November portion
Antlerless portion in open areas

Dogs may not be used during daylight hours from 
Nov. 1 through the end of the November portion 
statewide and the antlerless portion in open areas.

In addition to a resident small game hunting permit 
or Nonresident Furbearer Hunting and Trapping 
Permit, if you are hunting during daylight hours 
you must also possess an unfilled firearms deer 
hunting permit and only deer hunting methods 
may be used.

Yes

Youth portions None Yes

Alternative methods portion None No
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There are a lot of things a buck will do, one 
of which is let you know exactly what’s on his 
mind. The catch is that you have to know how 
to pick up on his cues. Although some game 
animals will vocalize and therefore give you 
an idea as to what their state of mind might be, 
that is not something that happens with whitetail 
deer. Instead of using your ears to understand 
the mood and intentions of deer, you are going 
to have to use your eyes to recognize and under-
stand their actions.

Deciphering the meaning behind behaviors 
and body language is important in calculating 
your next move. For example, if you can recog-
nize signs of interest versus disinterest or even 
fear versus aggression, you can change your 
course of action in order to counter in such a 
way that brings the deer closer to where you 
want them. Though you may at times encounter 
an indifferent deer that shows no reaction what-
soever when you call, there are many other sce-
narios in which deer will have plenty to say via 
body language. Here are some behavior clues 
for which to watch:

The sign of an interested deer that heard your 
call is a raised head with forward ears. You have 
the attention of this deer but he may not yet be 
committed. Once you know he’s paying atten-
tion, give him time and watch to see his next 
move. You could call again but continued ob-
servation before doing so puts the odds in your 
favor. Oh the flip side, a deer with ears back is 
showing aggression. This is the deer to which 
you want to continue to issue calls as he will be 
very likely to respond.

Just as important as the front of the deer is 
the back of the deer. A tail that is tucked is a 

sign of fear or nervousness. That deer will likely 
waste no time getting out of dodge because he 
feels that something is amiss. If you have a clear 
shot at such a deer, there won’t be much time 
to waste in taking it before a deer like this gets 
moving and calling will likely encourage him on 
his way. However, a tail that is flicking casually 
is an indicator of a relaxed state and such a deer 
is more likely to stick around. 

Although we as human have the hair on the 
back of our necks stand up as a fear reaction, 
hair standing up on deer is a sign of aggression 
instead. A buck with hair standing stiffly is pos-
sibly trying to present as a bigger adversary, but 
one thing is for sure: he’s ready for a fight. Call-
ing to this buck will likely yield results as he’s 
already revved up and ready to go. 

The stomping of feet is another sign that a 
deer may be nervous. When you observe this, 
it is usually an indication that a deer is on edge 
for one reason or another and in such a situation, 
it is best not to push your luck by issuing calls. 
Watch and wait to see if the deer relaxes but be 
prepared as well that he may not stick around. 

When taking body language and behaviors 
into account, it is important to look at the big 
picture. Though several small pieces of the puz-
zle can indicate one thing or another, it is the 
whole puzzle that really tells the story. You may 
see a deer that has hair standing on end, indicat-
ing aggression, but also has a clamped tail and 
stiff gait, both of which could indicate a bit of 
nervousness. It is in situations such as this that 
it is important to watch and wait so that you can 
play your hand at the most opportune time in the 
best manner possible, bringing home that sought 
after buck.

Reading Whitetail Body Language

It is no secret amongst hunters that a white-
tail that knows you’re coming is a whitetail on 
the move away from you. Whether is it sight, 
sound, or smell that gives you away, a white-
tail deer is simply not going to sit around in 
the Missouri woods waiting to become prey. 
Instead these animals move their feet opposite 
of you, the perceived threat, in search of safe 
haven. 

Though it can be very frustrating when deer 
evade to the point where you cannot get a de-
cent shot, you should take these experiences 
apply them as learning tools. Just like with all 
other aspects of hunting, stalking and sneaking 
up on whitetail deer is a skill and mastering 
skills takes practice. If you are having trouble 
stalking deer then perhaps your skills need a 
little polish. Here are some suggestions as to 
how to apply some:

The number one adversary of a hunter is 
wind as it sometimes seemingly carries your 
scent right into the nostrils of your quarry. 
Sure, we all take great pains to eradicate as 
much of our natural human odor as possible 
but knowing wind behavior is equally useful. 
Things to remember are that hot air rises while 
cold air sticks close to ground level. Obstacles 
such as hills will redirect wind and a good way 
to find out where is to watch the movement of 
foliage. Base your movement on wind behavior 
in order to give your own movement the best 
possible chance of cover.

Once you know what the wind is doing, it 
is important to decide what you will be doing. 
Where are you planning to go? Do you know 
the topography in the area you are hunting? 
Which trails can you take that correlate with 
deer travel patterns? These are things you need 
to plan in advance so knowledge of your hunt-
ing area is vital for successful stalking. If you 
didn’t do enough scouting over the summer, 
be sure to incorporate scouting into your next 
off season so you will have nature’s nooks and 
crannies committed to memory.

Watch and observe both near and far. Keep-
ing an eye on your immediate surroundings 
is easy enough, but what about deer moving 
about in the distance? In order to sneak up on 
deer, you need to know where they are, hence 
being able to see them at a distance. Binocu-
lars play a vital role in not only spotting deer 
but also spotting something that may decide to 
stalk you, such as a bobcat in the video below.

It is also incredibly important to watch what 
your intended target is up to. Deer that are hav-
ing a snack are otherwise occupied and may 
take longer to notice you whereas a buck on 
the move is already putting distance between 
himself and you. You may have to move quick-
ly but cautiously, taking note of deer body 
language cues as you move. Raised heads and 
watchful eyes are a sign they could be onto you 
so you may need to adjust or even halt your 
pace. In the event that your quarry is distracted, 
you may have freedom to move more quickly 
to close the gap between the two of you.

Remember that there are many natural 
sounds which occur in the Missouri woods. 
Deer hear these sounds all the time so you 
should learn to mimic these sounds. Particu-
larly useful are sounds that mimic the actions 
of other animals in the natural world. Animals 
do not tend to stride about with the same pur-
pose as a man walking down a city street, in-
stead taking a few steps and pausing. In search 
of food items, animals may scratch the ground. 
If you suspect your quarry is onto you, do your 
best to avoid behaving and therefore sounding 
like a human and mimic a fellow woodland 
resident instead. 

Masking yourself with camouflage is a use-
ful tactic but it only goes so far. Being able to 
sneak around the woods in pursuit of whitetail 
prey is just as useful if not more so than blend-
ing in with nature. Wear that camo dutifully but 
also be sure that you know how to best conduct 
yourself in the woods once you’re wearing it.

Stalking Skills to Master

Tips For Hunting Deer
BE SAFE

• Safety is your first priority. Nothing matters more than firearm and tree-stand safety.
• ALWAYS identify your target as a legal deer before putting your finger on the trigger. Never shoot 

at sounds in the brush.
• Never climb into a tree with a loaded gun. Always wear a safety belt or harness while in a tree 

stand.
SPOTTING DEER

• Patience is mandatory.
• Talk to landowners about deer patterns as they are likely to know where deer gather and travel.
• Deer are active throughout the day during the breeding season (usually late October through Novem-

ber). Otherwise, morning and evening are the best times to spot deer.
• Deer are often found at the edges of fields or clearings in the woods.
• Snow-covered ground reveals a deer’s tracks and makes moving deer more visible.

POSITION AND AIM
• A deer’s nose is its best defense; try to position yourself upwind of a deer trail.
• If you spot an approaching deer, try to remain motionless. Deer have keen eyes and ears.
• Aim for the “kill zone,” an area four to six inches behind the left elbow of the front leg. You are more 

likely to hit the deer’s heart, cause less trauma to the deer, and achieve a clean kill.
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★ ★

Have a Great Basketball Season!

★ ★

Have a Great Basketball Season!

★ ★

Have a Great Basketball Season!

★ ★PeoplesCommunityBank
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Hunting Other Game

Other game may be hunted during firearms deer season, but there are some restrictions. Please refer to the table below.
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Species
Portion of Firearms Deer 
Hunting Season Special Restrictions

Is Hunter 
Orange 

Required?

Quail and Pheasants

November portion
Antlerless portion in open areas

Shot must be no larger than No. 4. This restriction 
does not apply to landowners and lessees hunting 
on land they own or lease.

Yes

Alternative methods portion None No

All other portions None Yes

Rabbits and Squirrels

November portion
Antlerless portion in open areas

Only pistols, revolvers, rifles, or shotguns may be 
used. These firearms must fire .22 caliber or smaller 
rimfire cartridges or shot no larger than No. 4. 
This restriction does not apply to landowners and 
lessees hunting on land they own or lease.

Dogs may not be used during daylight hours of 
the November portion in Butler, Carter, Dent, Iron, 
Madison, Oregon, Reynolds, Ripley, Shannon, and 
Wayne counties.

Yes

Alternative methods portion None No

All other portions None Yes

Waterfowl All portions None No

Other Migratory 
Game Birds

November portion
Antlerless portion in open areas

Shot must be no larger than No. 4. No

All other portions None No

Crows

November portion
Antlerless portion in open areas

Only pistols, revolvers, rifles, or shotguns may be 
used. These firearms must fire .22 caliber or smaller 
rimfire cartridges or shot no larger than No. 4. 
This restriction does not apply to landowners and 
lessees hunting on land they own or lease.

Yes

Alternative methods portion None No

All other portions None Yes

Furbearers

November portion
Antlerless portion in open areas

Dogs may not be used during daylight hours from 
Nov. 1 through the end of the November portion 
statewide and the antlerless portion in open areas.

In addition to a resident small game hunting permit 
or Nonresident Furbearer Hunting and Trapping 
Permit, if you are hunting during daylight hours 
you must also possess an unfilled firearms deer 
hunting permit and only deer hunting methods 
may be used.

Yes

Youth portions None Yes

Alternative methods portion None No
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Landowner Permits

All deer and turkey hunters, including landowners and 
lessees, must have valid deer and/or turkey hunt-
ing permits. Resident landowners and lessees who 

meet the qualifications listed in the blue box to the right 
may obtain no-cost resident landowner permits from July 1 
through Jan. 15 using any of the methods below.

 ◾ Over the counter from any permit vendor. Go early to avoid 
long lines. No surcharges will be assessed.

 ◾ Online anytime at mdc.mo.gov/permits. Print your permit 
at home and have it in hand immediately.

 ◾ From your smartphone using the MO Hunting app. Your 
permit will appear on the app immediately after purchase.

 ◾ By telephone at 800-392-4115. Use your credit card and pay 
a $1 surcharge. Allow 10 days for delivery.

Please Have on Hand the Following 
Information:
 ◾ Your Conservation Number, Heritage Card number, Social 

Security number, or driver’s license number
 ◾ The county or counties where your land is located
 ◾ The number of acres you own or lease and reside on

Note: Landowners may be required to submit proof of owner-
ship if it cannot be verified through county plat books.

Qualifying Resident Landowners and Lessees:
 ◾ Must abide by season dates, methods, limits, and tagging/

checking requirements.
 ◾ Must use landowner permits only on their qualifying prop-

erty. To hunt on other land, landowners and lessees must 
purchase regular permits.

 ◾ Must be at least 6 years old to obtain landowner permits.
 ◾ May use their landowner permits to take deer on their land 

during archery deer season and all portions of the firearms 
season including the antlerless portion (if their property is 
located in one of the open areas).

 ◾ With 75 or more acres in more than one county must com-
ply with landowner antlerless deer limits for each county. 
See Page 21.

 ◾ May fill Resident Landowner Archery and/or Firearms 
Any-Deer permits and purchased permits. However, each 
hunter may take only two antlered deer during the 
archery and firearms deer hunting seasons combined 
and only one antlered deer during firearms season. For 
example, landowners and lessees who take an antlered 
deer on one firearms any-deer permit must take an antler-
less deer on the other firearms any-deer permit. Deer taken 
on a managed deer hunting permit do not count toward 
this limit.

 ◾ May fill their no-cost landowner antlerless permits and also 
purchase and fill additional antlerless permits according to 
county limits shown on the map on Page 19.

Qualifications for Landowner Permits
To qualify for landowner permits, you must be a Mis-
souri resident. A Missouri resident is a person who does 
not claim any resident privileges (for example, hunting, 
fishing, trapping, driver’s license, or registered voter) in 
another state or country and whose legal residence or 
domicile has been in the state of Missouri for at least 30 
days prior to obtaining a landowner permit.

In addition to being a Missouri resident, you also must 
meet one of the following criteria:

 ◾ You must own at least 5 continuous acres or be an 
immediate household member age 6 or older of 
someone who does. 
Note: Landowners do not need to live on their land 
to qualify for landowner permits; they must, however, 
be Missouri residents.

 ◾ You must lease and live on at least 5 continuous acres 
owned by others or be an immediate household 
member age 6 or older of someone who does. 
Note: Participation in a hunting lease alone does not 
qualify an individual for landowner permits.

 ◾ You must be a general partner of a partnership, an 
officer of a resident or foreign corporation, an officer 
or managing member of a resident limited liability 
company, or an officer of a benevolent association 
organized pursuant to Chapter 352 of the Revised 
Statutes of Missouri when the before-mentioned 
organization owns at least 5 continuous acres. In the 
case of corporate ownerships, all registered officers of 
a corporation can qualify, and they are not required 
to reside on the land. People who own stock in a 
corporation (shareholders) do not qualify.

Note: Immediate household member is anyone, related 
or unrelated, whose legal residence is the same as the 
qualifying landowner or lessee for at least the last 30 
days. Family members whose legal residence is else-
where do not qualify.

To see if you qualify for landowner permits, visit 
short.mdc.mo.gov/ZkU.
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Tag, Check Your Harest

Using Missouri’s deer-
hunting permits couldn’t be 
easier.

Just remember: Bag it. Notch 
it. Tag it if you leave it. Check it.

Protect paper e-Permits in 
a plastic sandwich bag while 
afield.

Immediately after harvesting 
a deer, you must notch your 
permit. To notch a paper permit, 
tear a small notch in the month 
and day of harvest on the permit.

New! To notch a permit using 
the MO Hunting app, simply 
select the permit you wish to 
use from the list in the app, and 
follow the short, easy prompts on 
the screen.

Once you notch your permit, 
you may transport your deer or 
turkey within Missouri.

As long as you stay with your 
harvested game, you don’t need 
to tag it. But if you leave your 
deer or turkey, you must attach 
a tag.

If you have a paper permit, 
you can simply attach your 
notched permit to the deer’s 
leg. We recommend sealing 
the permit in a zip-top bag and 
attaching the bag with string, 
wire, or tape.

New! If you’re using the MO 
Hunting app, you must attach 
a label with your full name, 
address, permit number, and date 
of harvest to the deer or turkey’s 
leg.

You must Telecheck your 
deer by 10 p.m. on the day of 
harvest, before processing your 
game, or before you leave the 
state, whichever comes first.

If you’re using a paper permit, 
follow the Telecheck instructions. 
Write the confirmation number 
provided by Telecheck on your 
permit.

New! If you’re using the MO 
Continued on Page 4


