
Seldom do I watch any
of the surrounding evening
television news. I stopped
watching because most of the
headline news was and is bad
news about something or
someone. The weather we all
can get immediately from a
variety of sources including
the person next to us. Sports
news, I’ve drifted away from
caring some years ago. So for
me what’s left to watch? So
why is it then that most all of
the network news leans to
reporting the bad over the
good? Shock value, grabbing
the viewer’s attention to keep
them watching from com-
mercial to commercial. It’s

about the money, and it needs
to be about the money.
Advertisers want to air front
and center on the networks
where people are talking
about something they saw,
when they’re heard saying to
their friends: “Did you see on
channel X what hap-
pened….!”

But this story isn’t about
TV news or me finding fault
in the way any of them
manage their product. Televi-
sion and print newspapers
share a common business
foe–social media. While both
have to wait for a time slot to
air or a print schedule to pub-
lish, social media outlets pro-

vide the news “right now”.
The audience for both is
shrinking as my generation
and the one before mine age
and pass away. Most of us
are trying to cling to our way
of the world as it was in the
60’s, 70’s, and early 80’s. We
didn’t mind waiting until the
local evening news aired a
crash on I-57, a fire in
Champaign, or the incredibly
seldom shots fired story. But
we couldn’t wait for our
hometown local newspaper
to publish each week. Inside
the hometown paper was
always and only about local
people and local business.
Best of all we were always
anxious to see whose picture
might appear with what
event. Today we are consid-
ered to be living in slow
motion by the younger mil-
lennial jet set generation.

So back to my opening
and why. Last Thursday I did
happen to watch one of the
area television news pro-

grams. The lead footage was
of two more small business
closings. Not some upstart
businesses that had been
doing business for a few
years and just couldn’t cut it.
No, these were two that had
been doing business in their
hometowns for fifty plus
years! I wondered, doesn’t
anyone care?

Small business is dying
in small rural communities.
I’m old enough to remember
the beginning of this ending.
I’m old enough to remember
when this all started. K Mart
box stores started springing
up everywhere. For the first
time shoppers were intro-
duced to the one-stop-shop
experience. In the ten years
that followed, every sort of
business we shopped had
become “chain store” trade. I
remember all the, “Oh my
gosh, you have to see blah,
blah, blah…” However, the
Hastings family didn’t even
one time, that I can remem-

ber, drive to Champaign or
Mattoon to experience the
new phenomenon of box
store shopping.

My dad was in the news-
paper business and support-
ing local business was para-
mount to him. All those years
ago I can remember him lec-
turing and predicting as to
how the chain store would be
the demise of small commu-
nities. Forty years later all of
what he told me has become
true. We were sold through
national advertising cam-
paigns that saving a dime on
a gallon of milk and a nickel
on a loaf of bread was the key
to our financial success. The
critics will line up and say to
me they saved twenty dollars
driving sixty miles round trip
because they bought in bulk
and now are stocked up and
blah, blah, blah.

No you didn’t. Because
you shopped at a one-stop
box store you bought a bunch
of stuff you never planned to
buy and didn’t need. I’ve
done the same. You spent
money on gas to get there,
and, because you don’t know
how to figure it out, you
never consider wear and tear
on the components of your
vehicle you drive. Be honest,
you as much enjoyed the
day/night out away from
home as much or more than
you did saving any money on
what you bought. How many
of you are satisfied just
buying what you need and
going right back home? I
don’t see any hands raised.
Mine either.

I changed how and where
I shop a few years back. I’ll
spend a little more to stay in
town. I want Tuscola to
always have mostly what I
need to operate my house-
hold from day to day. The
convenience of not having to
run to Champaign or Mat-
toon every time I need a bolt
or a can of corn appeals to
me. Getting my oil changed
and a tire fixed in Tuscola
appeals to me. Buying house
paint and all the supplies I
need, and some I forgot the
first time, in Tuscola appeals
to me. Buying a new car at
the last new car dealership
we have left of the three we
used to enjoy appeals to me.

How many of you know
someone who drove sixty
miles or more just to come
back and boast how they
saved two cents a gallon by
driving those sixty miles to
fill up their vehicle! What?! I
don’t want to see even one
more local business close

their doors for good. The fast
food places will come and
go, and that’s by design so it
doesn’t matter. If one leaves,
one, if not two more, will
take its place. My generation
is the last that remembers the
hustle and bustle of a thriving
downtown business district.
Not only Tuscola but Arcola,
Arthur, and Villa Grove all
enjoyed thriving, locally-
owned businesses. Arthur is
still an impressive sight for
me to see. Arthur more than
the rest of us support their
own. I think it’s because they
have been spared a major
interstate highway with its
four lanes of traffic passing
through their town.

The non believers will
keep on driving out of the
town that’s good enough for
them to live but not good
enough to do any of their
shopping. One day their vehi-
cles will be sitting in their
drives with flat tires. They
will need a wrecker to tow it
because the few tire shops we
have left have all closed
because they chose to buy
those new tires out of town
where they saved ten dollars.
Scream out load when you
need a half a dozen screws to
finish a home project and no
one in town sells them any-
more because the stores that
did all closed because when
people needed five gallons of
paint they drove out of town
to save two dollars a gallon.
It’s Sunday morning and
you’ve decided to cook out
and need fresh cut meat and
charcoal for the grill but
there isn’t a grocery store left
in town. Why, because
people decided to drive out
of town to the big box store
to save twenty dollars and
believe they’re practicing
stocking up. The more food
anyone has in their house; the
more they will eat.

Support your hometown
businesses whenever you
can. If the day comes when
all small town retail is gone
what do you think the prices
will do in your favorite box
stores? Come on, think about
it. They will do what we
would all do if we had the
market cornered–raise prices.
What I can’t figure out is
this: how is it our small rural
communities are where
people want to live but not
where they shop? Surely they
know their schools, fire pro-
tection, and police protection
are all possible because retail
sales tax help support their
existence right?
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TRAFFIC CITATIONS
Julie H. Bowlin, 42, Arthur, driving while license is

revoked
Jason R. Pike, 38, Villa Grove, speeding 80 mph in a 55-

mph zone
Kayla N. Perry, 24, Villa Grove, talking on a cell phone

while driving
Michael M. Corum, 30, Tuscola, speeding 75 mph in a 55-

mph zone 

ORDINANCE VIOLATION
Cheyenne N. Crippin, age not available, Tuscola, was

issued an ordinance violation on May 1 for allowing dogs to
run at large in the area of Court and VanAllen streets, Tuscola. 

CRIMINAL CHARGES
Michael C. Thomas, 24, Aurora, charged with Class A

misdemeanor count of unlawful use of weapons in that he is
accused of knowingly possessing a Smith and Wesson pistol in
a motor vehicle and said firearm was immediately accessible
and not enclosed in a case. 

DIVORCE PETITIONS
David E. Connour, 56, Arcola vs Jeanna M. Connour, 50,

Arcola. Petition for dissolution of marriage.

MARRIAGE LICENSES
Micah E. Guenther and Ashley N. Gallinger, both of

Arcola.
Jason R. Biggs and Brittany M. Blackburn, both of Hinds-

boro.

REAL ESTATE
DDS Entertain Incorporated granted Dieterich Bank a

mortgage for a parcel in NW 10-14-8 (610 East Springfield
Road, Arcola).

DDA Entertain Incorporated granted Dieterich Bank
assignment of rents for a parcel in NW 10-14-8 (610 East
Springfield Road, Arcola).

Jeff W. Bowyer and Marsha J. Bowyer granted First Bank
and Trust a corrective mortgage for Lot 38 of Surrey Lane,
Arthur (212 Chaise Lane, Arthur).

Rusty M. Brown and Deborah K. Brown granted LoanDe-
pot.com LLC a mortgage for Lot 1 of Westwood Subdivision,
Arcola (411 West Washington Street, Arcola).

Randy L. Smith granted Baloo Enterprises LLC a correc-

tive warranty deed for a parcel in SW 9-15-10.
MidFirst Bank granted The Secretary of Housing and

Urban Development a warranty deed for Lots 19 and 20 of
Oaks Addition, Atwood (235 South Oak Terrace, Atwood).

Brian M. DeLong and Jana L. DeLong granted First State
Bank a mortgage for a parcel in SW 19-16-7 (89 East County
Road 1175 North, Atwood).

Navy Federal Credit Union granted Brock A. Obenland
and Stacy M. Obenland a release for Lot 44 of Pheasant Pointe
Subdivision, Villa Grove (1019 Fox Run, Villa Grove).

Jeanne Miller and Julie Tomlinson granted Jacqueline
Burchett a quitclaim deed for Lot 3 in Block 6 of Finney and
Wallace (500 East Barker Street, Tuscola).

Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems Incorporated,
Inland Home Mortgage Company, James D. Taylor, and Julie
E. Taylor granted Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems
Incorporated an assignment of mortgage for Lots 23 and 24 of
the Oaks Addition, Atwood.

Morton Community Bank granted Alora Murphy, trustee
of Ruth Fenner Trust, a release for a parcel in SW 30-16-7.

USAA Federal Savings Bank granted Kelly Quentis
Burgess and Rachael S. Burgess satisfaction for of mortgage
for Lot 13 of Surrey Lane (106 Carriage Court, Arthur).

First Mid-Illinois Bank granted Howard D. Miller and
Lisa K. Miller a partial release for parcels in SW SW 18-14-8
and SW SE 18-14-8 (25 North County Road 630 East, Arcola).

Howard D. Miller and Lisa K. Miller granted First Mid-
Illinois Bank a mortgage for parcels in SW SW 18-14-8 and
SW SE 18-14-8 (25 North County Road 630 East, Arcola).

JCD Grain Incorporated granted Gary Kuhns a quitclaim
deed for Parcel “B” Central Railroad Company.

Charles Dean Marler granted Charles Dean Marler Revo-
cable Living Trust and Charles Dean Marler a quitclaim deed
for Lot 8 of Timmons Subdivision, Tuscola (818 Timmons
Drive, Tuscola).

State Bank of Arthur granted Arthur Farm Power Incorpo-
rated a release for a parcel in SW 3-14-8.

Sharon Allen granted Owen J. Tucker a corrective quit-
claim deed for a parcel in Block 1 of Enterprise Subdivision,
Tuscola, of Mathers NE Addition.

Daniel W. Jess and Mary Lucille Jess granted State Bank
of Arthur Trust 488, trustee, a warranty deed in trust for a
parcel in SW 5-14-7.

Deon D. Chester and Katrina R. Chester granted First Fed-
eral Bank a mortgage for Lot 27 of Iron Horse Subdivision,
Tuscola (809 Pheasant Run, Tuscola).

Maria N. Molina granted Morton Community Bank a

mortgage for Lot 13 in Block 1 of Hessler and Erwin’s Third
Addition, Villa Grove (512 West Harrison Street, Villa Grove).

Tonya S. Vaught and Kelly Chapman granted Quicken
Loans Incorporated a mortgage for Lot 9 in Block 1 of Ander-
son’s Addition, Villa Gove (306 Front Street, Villa Grove).

State of Illinois and Department of Natural Resources
granted Billy E. East and Shirley J. East a quitclaim deed for a
parcel in 15-14-10.

Cargill Dry Corn Ingredients Incorporated granted Cargill
Inc. a warranty deed for parcels in SE 6-14-9.

Bank One Champaign-Urbana granted Mary Stanfield a
release for Lot 2 in Block 27 of Winston’s Addition, Tuscola
(505 North Center, Tuscola).

Willard Ray Helmuth and Carol Ann Helmuth granted
First Community Bank of Moultrie County a warranty deed in
trust for a parcel in NW SW 20-15-7.
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Community Helpers Summer Program
Promise Christian Academy is excited to announce the 2018 Summer Program! Each week will focus on a
specific Community Helper theme.  Different Community Helpers will share how they help the community
each week. Every Friday will feature a Community Helper themed movie and, of course, POPCORN! There
will be TONS of outside play time and activities for the kids.  It is sure to be a learning experience for all!

The children will be provided a morning and after care snack. Lunch will not be provided, so be sure to pack
a sack lunch for your child(ren). 

The program will run Monday-Friday 7:30 a.m. – 3:15 p.m. starting June 4 through August 10. If your
child(ren) need to stay later, Aftercare will be offered.  Aftercare is an additional $5 per day, hours are 3:15
pm - 5:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.   

If you are interested in enrolling your child(ren) ages 3-10 years, please call (217) 253-4400 or email
PromiseChristianAcademy2018@gmail.com on or before Wednesday, May 30. Summer Program spots will
be filled as registration fees and forms are turned in.  

Cost: Summer Program is $20.00 per day, $10.00 per half day. 
Registration fee is $25.00 and covers all necessary crafts and supplies for the summer program. 
Aftercare is $5.00 per day.

Dates: Enrollment forms and registration fees must be turned in on or before Wednesday, May 30.
Summer Program dates:  Monday, June 4 - Friday, August 10.

Hours: Summer Program is Monday-Friday 7:30 a.m. – 3:15 p.m.
Aftercare is Monday-Friday 3:15 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Enrollment is limited, so CALL NOW to reserve a spot for your child(ren)!
Please contact Promise Christian Academy’s director, Spencer Cleland, with any questions.

Promise Christian Academy is located at:  306 E Southline Rd, Tuscola, IL 61953.

Personal
side

my By Craig Hastings
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