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WISE AND

OTHERWISE
By Kent A. Stock

Leave a message at the BEEP
I like to think I am reason-
ably well-spoken. I like to
think lots of things. If you've
read my column you know I
make up words and use punc-
tuation more for decoration
than functionality. So what?
Artistic license! I have a large
vocabulary, back off!

I've always tended toward
the verbose or as I believe
many have said, “Kent, quit
talking”! More than likely it
was “shut up” but I was being
polite to myself. I know that
many kids get rewarded for
good grades when they are in
school. Oh I got good grades
but I only got my reward was
if the box on the report card
“needs to control talking”
was not checked. Vive le dif-
ference!

FLEA MARKET

Church Wide Indoor Flea Market,

Silent Auction and MORE!
Saturday, March 24
7Tam-2pm
Countryside United Methodist Church
(between Philo & Sidney)

Items for entire household: Furniture,
Glassware, Clothes, Books

Bake Sale & Cafe___h

So, I'm talkative and like to
communicate...why is it that
I can’t leave an intelligible
voice mail? Of course, most
of the time I am one of those
people who the recording cuts
off because I talked too long.
Even if I tell myself just ask
for a call back when that beep
sounds I might end up talking
about World War I when I all
I wanted to know was what
time do you want to meet for
dinner?

I either start talking non-
stop or I go blank. I then
sound like English is my sec-
ond language. Some of my
friends have called back ask-
ing if I had a stroke or some-
thing it was so garbled. What
makes matters worse is I real-
ize once I'm into the message
how dumb I sound which only
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makes things worse.

I once was leaving a mes-
sage for someone giving them
their user name and password
for one of our on-line services.
Gave them username then ex-
plained that the password was
this number combination and
your last name...I said “your
last name is spelled XXXXX".
Really? You just told them
how to spell their OWN last
name. Of course, I realized
what I had just done and
began to laugh hysterically
which was left on the mes-
sage too.

I also remember calling
someone for an article and
leaving a message about their
daughter who is an only child.
I proceed to tell themI'd like to
know more about their daugh-
ter then proceeded to tell them
her name. “You know your
daughter”. Thankfully, they
knew me and found it quite
amusing.

I think there must be some-
thing in that BEEP that puts
a shock into my brain. Okay,
it puts a shock into the ham-
ster on the wheel in my head
who takes a short break from
running. I have had friends,
in name only, save my mes-
sages and play them back to
me. There is no need for that
kind of behavior. It upsets the
hamster. BEEP!

Holding It All Together

by Amy McCollom
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Spring Cleaning - You Gotta
Start Somewhere

I started my cleaning yes-
terday, beginning with my
sock drawer. Since my chil-
dren like to borrow my socks,
whether I know it or not, I
have had to resort to hiding
my favorite socks in my un-
derwear drawer, so there are
actually very few socks in my
sock drawer now.

In the drawer, though, I
found 3 flashlights, 4 Christ-
mas presents I forgot to give to
family members, 2 brand new
tubes of lip balm, 9 used AA
batteries, 7 assorted pocket
knives, 8 packs of gum, 1
porcupine quill, 17 greeting
cards that I received through-
out the year, 5 bottles of nail
polish, a green rabbit’s foot, a
battery charger for a camera
I no longer have, 4 old cell
phones, 2 dog sweaters, a back
scratcher, 9 tubes of assorted
creams and ointments, a duck
call, a highlighter, a scarf,
a candle, 2 screwdrivers, a
computer disk, a Nintendo DS
game, a keychain, a handheld
fan, a Christmas ornament, a
Barbie doll head, a broken pair

of scissors, a plastic grasshop-
per, and 31 cents in change.
Oh, and a few Milk Duds
lightly coated with fibrous
membranes that appeared to
be a Kleenex.

I'm sure there is a good
reason why every one of those
items ended up in my sock
drawer, but right now, well -1
gotnothing. I'mjust glad that
at least once a year I can give
ita thorough cleaning and can
find appropriate places for all
of those items.

That is one of the keys to
organization: a place for ev-
erything; and everything in its
place. Sometimes that place is
the garbage can.

Now I am about as creative
as they come, and resourceful
to a fault. I'm a middle-kid, so
hand-me-downs, making-do,
and re-new and re-use are all
terms that am quite comfort-
able with. But even I know
that I can’t keep everything,
no matter how useful it can be

I know I have a tendency
to hold onto things but I also
love the clean and simple look
of a minimalistic lifestyle. So
whenever I need a little push

to get refocused into purging
and decluttering my house, I
watch an episode of Hoard-
ers on T.V. and I'm ready to
throw everything out!

With spring comes life, ex-
citement, and change. Inside
your house you should also
feel a difference. Spring clean-
ing doesn’t have a monumen-
tal task to dread. Start small,
with one drawer at a time,
then move to a table, then to
a book shelf.

Birds don’t build and feath-
er their nests all in one day.
They take time to do it right,
placing each stick carefully in
place, weaving it into those
around it. So have a happy

spring.

DEADLINES

Classified
Friday @ 4pm
News-
Friday @ noon
Ads- Friday @
noon
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association or self insur-
ance pool of which the public
body is a member.

(13) Conciliation of com-
plaints of discrimination in-
the sale or rental of housing,
when closed meetings are
authorized by the law or or-
dinance prescribing fair hous-
ing practices and creating a
commission or administrative
agency for their enforcement.

(14) Informant sources, the
hiring or assignment of un-
dercover personnel or equip-
ment, or ongoing, prior or
future criminal investigations,
when discussed by a public
body with criminal investiga-
tory responsibilities.

(15) Professional ethics or
performance when consid-
ered by an advisory body ap-
pointed to advise a licensing
or regulatory agency on mat-
ters germane to the advisory
body's field of competence.
(16) Self evaluation, practices
and procedures or profession-
al ethics, when meeting with a
representative of a statewide
association of which the pub-
lic body is a member.

(17) The recruitment, cre-
dentialing, discipline or for-
mal peer review of physicians
or other health care profes-
sionals for a hospital, or other
institution providing medical
care, that is operated by the
public body.

(18) Deliberations for deci-
sions of the Prisoner Review
Board.

(19) Review or discussion
of applications received un-
der the Experimental Organ

Transplantation Procedures
Act.

(20) The classification and
discussion of matters classi-
fied as confidential or con-
tinued confidential by the
State Government Suggestion
Award Board.

(21) Discussion of minutes
of meetings lawfully closed
under this Act, whether for
purposes of approval by the
body of the minutes or semi-
annual review of the minutes
as mandated by Section 2.06.

(22) Deliberations for deci-
sions of the State Emergency
Medical Services Disciplinary
Review Board.

(23) The operation by a
municipality of a municipal
utility or the operation of a
municipal power agency or
municipal natural gas agency
when the discussion involves

(i) contracts relating to the
purchase, sale, or delivery of
electricity or natural gas or (ii)
the results or conclusions of
load forecast studies.

(24) Meetings of a residen-
tial health care facility resi-
dent sexual assault and death
review team or the Executive
Council under the Abuse
Prevention Review Team Act.

(25) Meetings of an inde-
pendent team of experts un-
der Brian's Law.

(26) Meetings of a mortality
review team appointed un-
der the Department of Juve-
nile Justice Mortality Review
Team Act.

(27) (Blank).

(28) Correspondence and
records (i) that may not be
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disclosed under Section 11-9
of the Public Aid Code or (ii)
that pertain to appeals under
Section 11-8 of the Public Aid
Code.

(29) Meetings between in-
ternal or external auditors and
governmental audit commit-
tees, finance committees, and
their equivalents, when the
discussion involves internal
control weaknesses, identifi-
cation of potential fraud risk
areas, known or suspected
frauds, and fraud interviews
conducted in accordance with
generally accepted auditing
standards of the United States
of America.

(30) Those meetings or por-
tions of meetings of a fatality
review team or the Illinois
Fatality Review Team Advi-
sory Council during which a
review of the death of an eli-
gible adult in which abuse or
neglect is suspected, alleged,
or substantiated is conducted
pursuant to Section 15 of the
Adult Protective Services Act.

(31) Meetings and delib-
erations for decisions of the
Concealed Carry Licensing
Review Board under the Fire-
arm Concealed Carry Act.

(32) Meetings between the
Regional Transportation Au-
thority Board and its Service
Boards when the discussion

involves review by the
Regional Transportation Au-
thority Board of employment
contracts under Section 28d of
the Metropolitan Transit Au-
thority Act and Sections 3A.18
and 3B.26 of the Regional
Transportation Authority Act.

(d) Definitions. For purpos-
es of this Section: "Employee"
means a person employed
by a public body whose re-
lationship with the public
body constitutes an employer-
employee relationship under
the usual common law rules,
and who is not an indepen-
dent contractor. "Public office"
means a position created by
or under the Constitution or
laws of this State, the occu-
pant of which is charged with
the exercise of some portion
of the sovereign power of
this State. The term "public
office" shall include members
of the public body, but it shall
not include organizational
positions filled by members
thereof, whether established
by law or by a public body
itself, that exist to assist the
body in the conduct of its
business. "Quasi-adjudicative
body" means an administra-
tive body charged by law or
ordinance with the respon-
sibility to conduct hearings,
receive evidence or testimony
and make determinations
based thereon, but does not
include local electoral boards
when such bodies are consid-
ering petition challenges.

(e) Final action. No final ac-
tion may be taken at a closed
meeting. Final action shall be
preceded by a public recital
of the nature of the matter
being considered and other
information that will inform
the public of the business be-
ing conducted.
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IMMANUEL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
390 CR 2400E, Broadlands
(217) 834-3289
Pastor
Rev. John Sharp
Sunday Schedule
Service - 9 a.m.
Sunday school and
Bible classes - 10:15 a.m. (Aug. -
June)

Adult Bible Study
Wednesdays - 9 a.m. (Aug. - June)
Men's Bible Breakfast - 7:30 a.m.

Second and Fourth Saturdays
(Lincoln Street Lounge)
*Youth Group* * Sewing Circle®
*Men's Club®
Call the church office
for more information.

COUNTRYSIDE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
1807 County Road 1000N
Between Si(f,ney and Philo

Pastor
Rev. Al Simonson 688-2422
E-mail: cumc.office99@gmail.com
www.countrysidemethodist.org
Worship
Coffee Hour- 8:30 a.m.
Worship-9:00 a.m.

Sunday School- 10:15 a.m. (for all
ages)
Nursery Available during worship
Wednesday
Special 6:15 a.m. Bible study
various support, fellowship and
study groups. Please contact the
church office for times.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
“Come Rejoice With Us”
701 N. Sycamore Street
Villa Grove, Illinois
Phone (217) 832-5231
Fax (217) 8329348
website: www.fccvg.com
e-mail: fccvg@frontier.com
Minister—Mike Zylstra
e-mail: fccvgmin@frontier.com
Morning Worship—9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Celebration
9:30a.m.

Age 4-5th Grade
Sunday Morning
Celebration Leaders:
Cecile Cassida & Seth Shunk
Sunday School—10:45 a.m.
Junior HighYouth Group
(Grades 6-8)

Ist & 3rd Sunday 5-6pm
High School Youth Group
(Grades 9-12)
1st & 3rd Sundays, 6-7:30pm

Youth Group Leader: Brenda
Logan
Nursery care at all services.
Open Communion offered each
Sunday
PRINCE OF PEACE
LUTHERAN CHURCH
802 #E. Douglas St., St. Joseph, IL
61873
Phone: (217) 469-7422
Fax: (217) 469-7909
WWW.popstjoe.com
North American Lutheran Church
(NALC)

Handicap accessible
Pastor Rev. Seth Jersild
Worship Schedule
Saturday - 5 p.m.

Sunday - 9a.m.
Fellowship - 10:15 - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School, 10:30 - 11:15 a.m.
(nursery provided)

Coffee, fellowship and Sunday
School immeiately Following 9am.
service. Various Fellowship groups
available for grade 4 - adult,
Community Early Learning Center,
4699200

Mission statement: We are a family

of believers, united to know Christ,
and to make Him known!

Business and Professional

DIRECTORY

The following Business and Professional People
are ready to serve you. Call for their servicesl

VETERINARY SERVICES

Four Counties Mobile
Veterinary Services

Kathleen M. Mcmanamon, DVM

House and Farm Calls
Small Animal and Equine

Hours:
Monday-Friday, Noon-8 p.m.
Saturday, By Appointment

Phone: (217) 834-3472

EYE CARE

ICHITTICK FAMILY
EYE CARE

(e Adult & Pediatric Eye Care
+ Contact Lenses
* Custom Vision Correction
* Digital Retinal Exam
* Glaucoma detection & management

10 West Adams * Villa Grove, IL 61956
Office: 832-2111
Hours: Mon - Fri 8 - 5

Medicare assignments accepted/Health Alliance Provider

Quilting

Trisa’s Quilting

Corner & More
109 S. Oak Street,
Villa Grove
217-681-1891
Long Arm Quilting, Binding,
Sewing Machine Cleaning &
Repair, Scissors Sharpening & Gifts
Hours:

Mon. & Thurs. By appointment only
Wed. - Fi. 95 : Sat. 9-2

Find me on Facebook

INSURANCE

Beyord the expecled™

PEKIN

v INSURANCE
The Hillard Agency
217-832-2411
9 N. Main St.
Villa Grove

Lon Tay- Owner
Lon.Tay@hillardagency.com
Betsy Orwick- Insurance Specialist
Betsy.Orwick@hillardagency.com




