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WISE AND
OTHERWISE

By Kent A. Stock

OVERHEARD IN THE
SUMMER

Some things are universal
about the seasons such as
conversations among family
and friends. Perhaps, in the
summertime, even more So
as school is out, people take
vacations, and families in
general just spend more time
together.

Good times at the beach, the
fireworks, the fair, the boat
and the campground. Maybe
not so good times getting
sunburned, eating too much
cotton candy, getting hit in
the head with a water ski or
sitting in an overly humid
car with four adults, five
kids, two dogs and a turtle
during a driving rainstorm
because your pop up camper
collapsed.

Good and not so good
memories usually make you
smile later. See if some of
these words from summers
present and past don’t bring
up a few.

“You can't swim for an
hour...you just ate” (This was
often shortened because bug-

ging parents actually worked)

"I expect to see you home
when the street lights come
on!"

"Don’t run behind the (mos-
quito) FOGGER!" (This may
be very specific to where I
grew up, which accounts for
so much about me at least!)

"Let me put on this cala-
mine lotion and sun tan lo-
tion” (This was applied by
the gallon)

"We can recycle those glass
pop bottles for money!"

"You rode to where on your
bikes? And we need to come
get you?”

"This is all the money you
are getting tonight for the
Fair" (This was usually re-
peated several times a night)

“Don’t go near the (insert
river, lake, ditch)” Followed
later by “How DID your
clothes get wet?”

“Okay, start making a list
so we can run into the store”
(This was said on almost ev-

“That didn’t go off, let’s
go check it” (Insert hysteri-
cal parent reaction right here
to dud firecrackers after kid
says this!)

“There are no sharks in
Lake (Shelbyville, Decatur,
Mattoon, Carlyle or in Illi-
nois...period!)”

“How did sand get in there?
I think we brought half the
beach back with us”

“How long as this (insert
any food item) been sitting
out?” (Mom discreetly deter-
mines it to be okay; slips back
into cooler)

“Please tell me the motor
just died and we aren’t out of
gas” Usually heard on boat
in middle of shark-free lake.

“IWILL pull this car over!”

“No, you cannot join the
carnival” (After night at Fair
might reconsider!)

“Is that pineapple or ba-
nana? Coconut? EWWW”
(How many fridges are left

with yellow, Cont. pg.7

Holding It All Together

by Amy McCollom

Getting Away From It All

It's summer. Ah, the smell
of sunscreen, the taste of fresh
watermelon, flip-flops, tank
tops, and complaints about
the scorching heat. And it
wouldn’tbe summer without
the quintessential family
vacation.

I almost got envious the
other day when I heard about
someone’s big vacation plans,
but then I got a check in my
spirit, and came to my senses.
Who am I kidding; I can’t go
on vacation. I get homesick
after 3 days and always make
John bring me home early.

Rudy gets carsick just rid-
ing to Champaign; so a long
car ride for him would be
horrible.

The very, opinionated Miss
Rosa doesn’t want to go on
vacation, she said, “Because
wherever we go, the local
people are only friendly to
us because they want our
money. It's not because they
actually like us. I hate fake

people.”

Portia said she would like
to go on vacation if she could
bring back rocks from each
place that we stop. (We al-
ready have way too many of
Portia’s rocks at home, trust
me.)

John, being a level-headed
man, suggested we take a few
day trips and go canoeing
and hiking, and enjoy nature
locally. Plus we wouldn’t
need to find a pet-sitter to
take care of our mini-zoo if
we didn’t stay gone over-
night. Iam glad I married
a reasonable and wise man.

Besides, I don’t even know
where I would want to go
on vacation? Theme parks?
I don’t have the stomach
to ride any of the rides and
most of the shows are so fake
and cheesey, not to mention
the cost of tickets and food
once you get in the park.
The beach? Been there, done
that. Don’t care for the sand,
the crabs, creatures and bugs,

ery trip to the campground
after we first unpacked)

“Don’t throw one more
thing in that fire!”
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sharks, bears, bats, snakes,
fear of drowning, and the
waves that are too noisy.

Camping? I don’t find
sleeping in a smelly tent
in the woods in 90 degree
weather when there are ani-
mals outside the fabric door
that would like to eat, scratch,
poison, or kill me very ap-
pealing. Plus it’s a lot of
work to pack up and live like
a homeless person out in the
woods for several days when
I have a perfectly good house
here, with air conditioning,
a comfortable bed, indoor
plumbing, and cable t.v..

Las Vegas? Too flashy and
sinful. Disney World is too
commercialized and “people-

7 Overseas? Expensive
and too far from home. Plus
I am not planning on get-
ting aboard an airplane ever
again. I rode one once, but
to tell you the truth, I never
did put all of my weight on
it. My leg was killing me by
the time we reached El Paso.

Did you know that most
family vacations are financed
with credit cards, and end
up costing 2-3 times more
in the long run?. Forbes
recently published an article
that stated “On average,
Americans spend 10% of
their annual income on va-
cations a year......two-thirds
of respondents also said a
week-long vacation would
cost more than their monthly
rent or mortgage. On another
web site, it is estimated that a
family vacation costs roughly
$141 per person, per day.

Of course, the cost of a
vacation could vary widely
based on how frugal you
want to be and how far away
FROM IT ALL you want
to get. You could go visit a
less popular attraction, say,
the world’s largest hairball
or something. Maybe you
could get your family to eat
peanut butter and jelly sand-
wiches everyday instead of
eating out; or not. Camping
is cheaper than booking a
hotel room; but your neigh-
bor might be a real bear. You
have to weigh the negatives
and positives and find a com-
promise that works for you.

I can get away from it all
just by going into my bed-
room and shutting the door.
I have cable t.v. in there, and
the internet, a lava lamp, tons
of books to read, a hidden
stash of candy, and my fa-
vorite cozy blanket, and even
earplugs. Best of all, it’s free.

So, even though I think
I want to go on vacation at
times, I know in reality I
would regretit. The long car
ride, the traffic, the car sick-
ness, the home-sickness, the
cost of everything, eating out

every meal Cont. pg.7
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IMMANUEL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
390 CR 2400E, Broadlands
(217) 834-3289
Pastor
Rev. John Sharp
Sunday Schedule
Service - 9 a.m.
Sunday school and
Bible classes - 10:15 a.m. (Aug. -
June)

Adult Bible Study
Wednesdays - 9 a.m. (Aug. - June)
Men's Bible Breakfast - 7:30 a.m.

Second and Fourth Saturdays
(Lincoln Street Lounge)
*Youth Group* * Sewing Circle®
*Men's Club®
Call the church office
for more information.

COUNTRYSIDE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
1807 County Road 1000N
Between Si(f,ney and Philo

Pastor
Rev. Al Simonson 688-2422
E-mail: cumc.office99@gmail.com
www.countrysidemethodist.org
Worship
Coffee Hour- 8:30 a.m.

Sunday School- 10:15 a.m. (for all
ages)
Nursery Available during worship
Wednesday
Special 6:15 a.m. Bible study
various support, fellowship and
study groups. Please contact the
church office for times.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
“Come Rejoice With Us”
701 N. Sycamore Street
Villa Grove, Illinois
Phone (217) 832-5231
Fax (217) 8329348
website: www.fccvg.com
e-mail: fccvg@frontier.com
Minister—Mike Zylstra
e-mail: fccvgmin@frontier.com
Morning Worship—9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Celebration
9:30a.m.

Age 4-5th Grade
Sunday Morning
Celebration Leaders:
Cecile Cassida & Seth Shunk
Sunday School—10:45 a.m.
]umor HighYouth Group
(Grades 6-8)

Ist & 3rd Sunday 5-6pm
High School Youth Group
(Grades 9-12)
1st & 3rd Sundays, 6-7:30pm

Youth Group Leader: Brenda
Logan
Nursery care at all services.
Open Communion offered each
Sunday
PRINCE OF PEACE
LUTHERAN CHURCH
802 #E. Douglas St., St. Joseph, IL
61873
Phone: (217) 469-7422
Fax: (217) 469-7909
WWW.popstjoe.com
North American Lutheran Church
(NALC)

Handicap accessible
Pastor Rev. Seth Jersild
Worship Schedule
Saturday - 5 p.m.

Sunday - 9a.m.
Fellowship - 10:15 - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School 10:30 - 11:15 a.m.
(nursery rov1ded)

Coffee, fellowship and Sunday
School immeiately Followmg 9am.
service. Various Fellowship groups
available for grade 4 - adult,
Community Early Learning Center,
4699200

Mission statement: We are a family
of believers, united to know Christ,

and to make Him known!

@{_ Worship-9:00 a.m.
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Business and Professional

DIRECTORY

The following Business and Professional People
are ready to serve you. Call for their servicesl

VETERINARY SERVICES

Four Counties Mobile
Veterinary Services

Kathleen M. Mcmanamon, DVM

House and Farm Calls
Small Animal and Equine

Hours:
Monday-Friday, Noon-8 p.m.
Saturday, By Appointment

Phone: (217) 834-3472

EYE CARE

ICHITTICK FAMILY
EYE CARE

(e Adult & Pediatric Eye Care
+ Contact Lenses
* Custom Vision Correction
* Digital Retinal Exam
* Glaucoma detection & management

10 West Adams * Villa Grove, IL 61956
Office: 832-2111
Hours: Mon - Fri 8 - 5

Medicare assignments accepted/Health Alliance Provider

THIS COULD BE YOD(R’. AD!
ADVERTISE IN THE V4 NEWS
AND THE SCC TDD&Y

WEWSPAPERS

& Reach up to 5000 eustomezs
Call Jamie
AT THE VG NEWS OFFICE
832-4201 or
email - vgads@mediacombb.net
for more information on
AFFORDABLE ADVERTISING

INSURANCE

Beyord the expecled™

PEKIN

INSURANCE

The Hillard Agency
217-832-2411
9 N. Main St.
Villa Grove

Lon Tay- Owner
Lon.Tay@hillardagency.com
Betsy Orwick- Insurance Specialist
Betsy.Orwick@hillardagency.com




