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IMMANUEL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

390 CR 2400E, Broadlands
(217) 834-3289

Pastor Rev. John Sharp
Sunday Schedule Service - 9 a.m.

Sunday school and
Bible classes - 10:15 a.m. (Aug. - June)

Adult Bible Study
Wednesdays - 9 a.m. (Aug. - June)
Men's Bible Breakfast - 7:30 a.m.

Second and Fourth Saturdays
(Lincoln Street Lounge)

•Youth Group•Sewing Circle•
•Men's Club•

Call the church office for more information.
-------------------------------------
COUNTRYSIDE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH
1807 County Road 1000N
Between Sidney and Philo

Pastor Rev. Tabitha Nelson 688-2422
E-mail: cumc.office99@gmail.com
www.countrysidemethodist.org

Worship
Coffee Hour- 8:30 a.m.

Worship-9:00 a.m.
Sunday School- 10:15 a.m. (for all ages)
Nursery Available during worship

Wednesday
Special 6:15 a.m. Bible study

various support, fellowship and 
study groups. Please contact the 

church office for times.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
“Come Rejoice With Us”
701 N. Sycamore Street

Villa Grove, Illinois
Phone (217) 832-5231

Fax (217) 832-9348
website: www.fccvg.com

e-mail: fccvg@frontier.com
Minister—Mike Zylstra

e-mail: fccvgmin@frontier.com
Morning Worship—9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Celebration 9:30a.m.
Age 4-5th Grade
Sunday Morning 

Celebration Leaders:
Cecile Cassida & Seth Shunk
Sunday School—10:45 a.m.
Junior HighYouth Group 

(Grades 6-8)
1st & 3rd Sunday 5-6pm

High School Youth Group
 (Grades 9-12)

1st & 3rd Sundays, 6-7:30pm
Youth Group Leader: Brenda Logan

Nursery care at all services. 
Open Communion offered each 

Sunday

PRINCE OF PEACE
LUTHERAN CHURCH

802 #E. Douglas St., St. Joseph, IL 
61873

 Phone: (217) 469-7422 
Fax: (217) 469-7909 
www.popstjoe.com

North American Lutheran Church  
(NALC)

Handicap accessible
Pastor Rev. Seth Jersild

Worship Schedule
Saturday - 5 p.m.
Sunday - 9a.m.

Fellowship - 10:15 - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School, 10:30 - 11:15 a.m.

(nursery provided)
Coffee, fellowship and Sunday 

School immeiately following 9 a.m. 
service. Various Fellowship groups 

available for grade 4 - adult, 
Community Early Learning Center, 

469-9200
Mission statement: We are a family 
of believers, united to know Christ, 

and to make Him known!

by Amy McCollom
Holding It All Together

INSURANCE

Business and Professional
DIRECTORY

The following Business and Professional People
are ready to serve you. Call for their services.

CHITTICK FAMILY
EYE CARE

     • Adult & Pediatric Eye Care
      • Contact Lenses
      • Custom Vision Correction
      • Digital Retinal Exam
      • Glaucoma detection & management
10 West Adams • Villa Grove, IL 61956

Office: 832-2111
Hours: Mon - Fri 8 - 5

Medicare assignments accepted/Health Alliance Provider

EYE CAREVETERINARY SERVICES
Four Counties Mobile
Veterinary Services

Kathleen M. Mcmanamon, DVM

House and Farm Calls
Small Animal and Equine

Hours:
Monday-Friday, Noon-8 p.m.

Saturday, By Appointment
Phone: (217) 834-3472

The Hillard Agency
217-832-2411
9 N. Main St. 
Villa Grove

Lon Tay- Owner
Lon.Tay@hillardagency.com
Betsy Orwick- Insurance Specialist
Betsy.Orwick@hillardagency.com
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WISE AND 
OTHERWISE

By Kent A. Stock
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     Villa Grove
  BINGO
Every Friday Night
   VFW post 2876 

6:30 pm- Early Bird
7:00 pm- Regular Bingo 

This Weeks Jackpots:
Egg in a Basket Raffle $500

Blackout Jackpot $500
Bingo Lic# B1934
Pull Tab Lic# P-48

The Noise Of Man
Where is it?  It’s so hard 

to find.  The older I get, the 
more I appreciate it; the more 
I seek it out.  I find solace and 
comfort from it like nothing 
else.  At times I even crave 
it.  There is nothing that can 
replace it.  And then, ahhh.  
Suddenly I realize I have 
found it, I’ve walked right 
into it, or it’s settled upon 
me with the closing of a door.  
Quiet, how I love thee.  How 
I’ve longed to be able to hear 
the beating of my own heart; 

how I have missed the beauti-
ful music of silence.

Scientists say in a room 
void of all noise, a person 
will start to hallucinate.  They 
say that it would drive a 
man mad.  I don’t know if 
I believe this.  How do they 
explain perfectly sane deaf 
people then?  Certain people 
are bothered by particular 
sounds, like loud chewing, 
or pen clicking.  Some people 
can’t handle being in a loud 
concert hall.  Some people 
are hypersensitive when 
too many people in a room 
are talking.  Doctors refer to 
these types of  reactions as an 
anxiety disorders.  Perhaps 
it’s too much noise that tends 
to drive a person to the brink 
of insanity, and not the other 
way around.  I have 7 kids, 
trust me when I say that too 
much noise will drive you 
almost crazy.

Some noises and sounds 
we can control, but others we 
cannot.  The more connected 
and advanced in technology 
we become, the more noises 
and sounds invade our lives.  
There is a constant buzzing 
in the house from all of the 
electronic transformers that 
are plugged in at any one 
time.  You will notice how 
noisy your seemingly quiet 
household is whenever the 
power goes out.  It’s startling.  

And then there are phones.  
When I was young, it was 
exciting to hear that bell ring.  
Now, I dread it because half 
of the time the caller is a 
scam artist, and the rest of 
the time I would rather be 
doing something else than 
talking on the phone about 
non-important issues.  The 

older I get, the more valuable 
my time has gotten.  

Cellphones are a constant 
noisy bother.  No matter 
where you go, there will be 
a cellphone making noise.  
Beep, bop, pop, buzz, plop, 
chime, tweet, chirp, cheep, 
whir, bong, gong, snap.  Ev-
ery text, IM, ad, notification, 
and game on a phone makes 
some distinct noise.  Not 
to mention the ringtones 
that range from Beethoven 
to Twisted Sister to Pink 
Fluffy Unicorns Dancing 
On Rainbows.  I at least try 
and choose a ringtone that is 
pleasant, not abrasive to the 
ears, and won’t make grand-
mas blush.  If only the rest of 
the world did the same.

So I said all of that to say 
this:  When I got the small 
chance to pause for a moment 
and look up at the night sky 
before going into the house, I 
took it.  I sat on the steps with 
my Honey, and we stared 
at the stars,  and listened to 
the quiet night.  There were 
distant rhythmic bands of 
sound that came and went 
as a cars a few blocks away 
moved along.  The leaves 
rustled and crickets chirped 
and a dog barked off in the 
distance.  My Honey pointed 
out a falling star, and it was 
such a special moment that I 
fell in love with him all over 
again.  So take the time, no-
tice the quiet.  Relish in the 
peace of a slow pace.  There 
is a treasure to find in the 
still, small voice of God’s 
sovereign handiwork.

Themes to me thumthings 
wrong

I am on a Homecoming kick 
recently and this week is no 
different.  I’ve been thinking 
about Homecoming themes 
and my days as a serious 
(not so much) student in high 
school rom 1978 – 1982.  It 
was such a long time ago but 
I remember those days better 
than I remember where I put 
the remote(s) for the TV.  What 
do you expect from a guy 
whose family just got cable 
his senior year of high school!

I have to say that our Class 
of 82’ers were destined to be 
the bridesmaid and never 
the bride through four long 
years of themed Homecom-
ings.  We decorated halls in 
the school, windows down-
town in the business district 
and, of course, floats for the 
Homecoming parade.

We were destined for run-
ner-up right from the begin-
ning when the freshman year 
theme was commercials. Our 
float was “It’s not nice to fool 
with the Knights”.  It was 
based on the Chiffon commer-
cial featuring Mother Nature.  
It was brilliant.  We got second 
place.  It was a definitely an 
omen of what was to be for my 
forty plus classmates and I.

Some years we lost because 
we tried to be a little too ris-
qué.  Now risqué forty years 
ago was not quite the risqué 
of the young folks today.  Our 
theme one year was some-

thing like candy or commer-
cials so we came up with a 
great window idea based on 
Charms Blow-Pops…”We’ll 
Lick Those Suckers”

The administration at the 
school did not LIKE that so 
we changed it to “We’ll Blow 
Them Away”. Despite the fact 
we had special effect fans in 
the window, guess what, yup, 
second place.

Our theme senior year was 
popular songs.  Being the reb-
els that we supposedly were, 
we picked a float theme based 
on a Molly Hatchet song.  
Now Molly was NOT a female 
singer like Debby Boone or 
Olivia Newton John, it was a 
southern rock group, with em-
phasis on hard southern rock.  
You really had to be there.

Our float was based on one 
of the hit songs of the group 
(they did not have many 
more).  So the Homecoming 
float was “When You’re Takin’ 
on the Knights, You’re Flirting 
With Disaster”. To use the 
lingo of the day, it was, like, 
a totally awesome float. Very 
gnarly and, like, sooo cool.  It 
was like, not lame, but, like 
completely cool, ya know.

It featured a decapitated 
opponent and lots of “goop” 
which my best friend and I 
created.  Who knew red paint 
and milk would really look 
that gory!  We got second.  It 
was worth it!

Our only, very last chance 
to break the string of seconds 

was our hallway.  We did ev-
erything but hang chandeliers 
and silk curtains in that space.  
The last award announced, we 
were down to the final two, 
and WE WON!  The streak 
was over, we could leave 
high school with at least one 
trophy.

Eighty Two! Eighty Two! 
Eighty Eighty Eighty Eighty 
Eighty Two!  I remember this 
like it was yesterday.  Now 
where are my car keys?

HAPPY HOMECOMING 
EVERYONE! 

Buds Auto Parts
104 N. Main Street,Villa Grove

832-2500
Monday-Friday: 7:30 to 5:00 Saturday: 8-12

Full line of: 
Auto Parts, Mower Parts, Welding 

Supplies & Performance Tools

Small Engine - 
Service / Repair / Tune-Up

Reconditioned Push Mowers, 
Riding Mowers, Chain Saws, 

Tillers and Weed Eaters


