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 Few things can revitalize a 
home more readily than a fresh 
coat of paint. 
 Thanks in part to the afford-
ability of paint and its ease of 
application, painting is some-
thing that even novice DIYers 
can typically handle. According 
to the marketing advice guru 
Brandon Gaille, it is estimated 
that residential interior paint only 
lasts around three years before 
it needs to be updated. Exteri-
or paint can fade, chip and peel 
due to various environmental 
factors. As a result, many homes 
can likely use a fresh coat of 
paint in at least one room. 
 As DIY-friendly as painting 
can be, when attempting to paint 

the interior or exterior of their 
homes, homeowners may learn 
that some painting projects are 
best left to the professionals. 
Painting requires skill, patience 
and a knowledge of how vari-
ous paints — including finishes 
for particular applications — will 
hold up. Novice painters may do 
more harm than good by drip-
ping paint on expensive carpet-
ing or floors or fail to recognize 
the nuances that indicate a spot-
on painting job.
 Professional painters have 
spent hours upon hours learn-
ing the ropes of what works — 
and what does not. Painters of-
ten understand that painstaking 
preparatory work is crucial to 

getting pristine finished results. 
Walls and ceilings must be prop-
erly repaired and prepared even 
before a base coat is applied.
 Professional painters also 
have an eye for details. And 
because professional painters 
make a business out of doing 
interior and exterior surfaces, 
they understand which tech-
niques can improve efficiency. 
That means a professional job 
can typically be completed much 
more quickly than a DIY project.
 Even though some people 
think they’ll save money by 
painting their own homes, that’s 
not necessarily true. Profession-
als already have all the equip-
ment necessary, unlike novices 

who may need to make repeat-
ed and potentially costly trips to 
the hardware store for supplies. 
Plus, if mistakes happen, DIYers 
have to spend additional time 
and money fixing them. 
 Safety can be a large motiva-
tor for turning painting over to a 
pro. Navigating exterior areas or 
tall interior ceilings can be chal-
lenging and may require scaf-
folding or tall ladders DIYers do 
not have. Risk of falls or other 
injuries increase with lack of ex-
perience.
 Painting can give a home a 
facelift, and oftentimes it is smart 
to turn the work over to profes-
sionals to ensure the job is done 
just right.

When it can be smart to hire a painting pro


