Predator Association -continued..

“It allows us as producers to help
with the Youth Fair Association, do-
nate to the Buyers Club, or buy pre-
miums to be able to help the youth
in Mills County that way. It allows us
to be able to donate to something
like the WWII memorial project and
being able to give back to the com-
munity and other organizations that
need financial help because having
these predators under control al-
lows us to be profitable in our line
of work as farmers and ranchers.”

If the predator population were to
ever get out of control, the econo-
my suffers.

“We have two trappers in this
county,” Sutherland said. “If we
were to lose one, the one remain-
ing would be overwhelmed to the
point where he could not be effec-
tive. We have to keep that balance
between predators and feral hogs.
If we let that get out of control,
there will be people that won't be
able to raise sheep and goats and
people that will have trouble farm-
ing due to the increase in feral hogs
and other predators - that takes tax
dollars and money out of our local
economy. Eventually, we would be
one of those one buck counties that
have very low deer population and
they do not have that big increase
of money coming into the county

which is what we have every year
due to deer season and wildlife rec-
reation.”

Mildred Peters, owner of the Ser-
vice Feed Mill in Priddy and member
since the association was founded,
is a prime example of someone who
has benefited from the association.
“It's helped me by catching coyotes
and putting out snares and traps to
catch them so | don't have 13 of my
lambs dead,” Peters said. “I'm able to
pay into the association donate feed
and through the Service Feed Mill
in Priddy to be sold so that they can
get more money together to pay
our two trappers. | don’t know how
we could ever do without them.”

Mills County is not just known for
prime hunting and livestock land,
but also for the friendly inhabitants
and supportive community.

“We have such a great and sup-

portive community,” Sutherland
said. “It's amazing how they come
together and work hard to get a job
done and help preserve our way of
life and our heritage here in Mills
County.”
As the weather cools and hunting
season begins, remember the Pred-
ator Association and the way they
contribute to make hunting season
enjoyable and plentiful.

AMANDA’S

L)
GIFT SHOP - ANTIQUES & RESALE

/

Gifts, Jewelry, Clothing,

Home Decor, Furniture, Antiques,

Handmade Items and more!

716 Fisher Street e Goldthwaite ® 325-998-0313

(Next to Texas Auto Exchange)
Open Tues-Fri 10am to 5pm

& Sat 12pm to 5pm
Like us on Facebook!
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SEND PHOTOS TO THE EAGLE

Email us your trophy photos this hunting season to

goldnews@centex.net

Please include the hunter's name, date taken, location of harvest
and any interesting facts about the hunt. Also, if the landowner
desires recognition, please include the ranch name.
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RANCH HOUSE REALTY

BUY, SELL & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Peggy York, Broker 325-938-6434
Tracy Hollingsworth, Agent 325-277-4923
Becky Long, Agent 325-451-4092
Ralph Ynostrosa, Agent 469-964-5782

1113 Parker Street
Goldthwaite, Texas 76844

NOW OPEN IN GOLDTHWAITE!

TRIPLE B BBEQ & More

HOURS

Saturday
10-6

e Brisket Plates ¢ Ribs ° Sausage
e Pulled Pork ¢ Chicken Salad
* Brisket Bauked Potatoes
& Much More!

Barbecue by Mr. Chris Biehl!

Next to Goldthwaite City Hall ¢ Call or Text 325-451-0629




