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RANCH LAND RENTAL
Russell McCoy: 325-938-7565

Scott McCoy: 325-938-7464

1 Mile N. Highway 183 of Goldthwaite

325/648-2741

SKID STEERS
SKID STEER ATTACHMENTS

Grapple Bucket
Standard and Rock Bucket

BellTec Post Hole digger
12” Tree Shear

Hay-Spear - Pallet Forks

TRENCHERS
Walk Behind

Ride On
Track Type (Foundation work)

EXTENDED REACH FORKLIFT
BACKHOES AND TRACKHOES

JACKHAMMERS

COMPRESSORS
WELDERS

ROTO ROOTERS
FLOOR TILE REMOVERS

RIDING LAWN MOWER
TRAILERS

Dump Beds
Tilt Beds - Equipment

Ranch Land Country StoreRanch Land Country StoreRanch Land Country StoreRanch Land Country StoreRanch Land Country Store
Feed & FertilizerFeed & FertilizerFeed & FertilizerFeed & FertilizerFeed & Fertilizer

Wide Selection of
Hunting Supplies

Camo & Ammo!

Delivery Available! FOOD PLOT
Seed &

Fertilizer
1 MILE N. HWY 183 OF GOLDTHWAITE  - 325/648-2741

WILDLIFE FEEDERS:
All Seasons - HCR - Big Horn
Remington - Hang ‘em High

Diamond - J Gotcha
PURINA ANTLERMAX
DEER PELLETS

Recleaned Corn
Horn Corn - Milo

Country Acres Deer Blocks
Trophy Rock

ATTRACTANTS:
Beast Feast

Deer Cocaine
Buck Grub
Buck Bran

Feeder Fire

FEEDER ACCESSORIES:
Batteries - Timers Funnels
Lids Spinner Plates - Solar

Panels Varmit Cages
Road Feeders

BLINDS - BLINDS - BLINDS
Atascosa Blinds

Superior Fiberglass
Ranch King

And Much More!

Tractor
& Plow

PERFECT FOR GAME PLOTS!
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 I still remember my first hunt-
ing license Dad bought for me at 
Auldridge Building Center in Gold-
thwaite in 1977. It was a rite of pas-
sage for me. Flint and I made a trip to 
Mills County General Store for Flint’s 
first hunting license. I am proud to 
share that rite of passage with Flint. 
He has earned it. 
  We have a progressive deer har-
vest system at the ranch for hunters 
young or old. All hunters start out 
hunting does, before moving up to 
spikes and then eventually trophy 
bucks. 
 This accomplishes two things. 
First, the hunter gets practice mak-
ing ethical harvest shots on live 
deer with a deer rifle. This reduces 
the chance of wounding a trophy 
buck later on. And second, we need 
to harvest lots of does and spikes off 
the property for herd management 
each year. Getting does and spikes 

out of the way first keeps hunters 
from bagging a trophy, then decid-
ing that others can chase does and 
spikes for management. 
 Amber has taken a doe and a 
spike in the past, making her eli-
gible to hunt for a trophy now. She 
has gone on several hunts this fall, 
but hasn’t gotten a shot at a big one. 
So, Debra made it clear when I took 
Flint out on his first hunt for a doe 
that Flint was not eligible to take a 
trophy buck until Amber got hers. I 
replied, “No problem. I am clear on 
the rules... does only!” 
 (The reader should feel some fore-
boding right now, because this was 
going to get complicated later on...)
  Flint and I sat in a stand next 
to a food plot for his first real deer 
hunt. Everything went as planned. 
The deer cooperated, with 14 deer 
coming into the field in front of our 
stand. 

Flint’s First Deer  - Continued...
 Flint and I took our time picking 
a nice doe out of the group and 
then lined up his shot. When the 
doe turned broadside at around 
80 yards, Flint let her have it. The 
doe stumbled a few steps and then 
keeled right over. Flint made a per-
fect shot right behind the shoulder. 
It was ‘high fives’ with me at the 
ranch and later hugs from Mom and 
sister at home. 

Insert plot thickening 
music here.

 Later that same weekend, family 
friend Brady Westlund, along with 
me and Flint, went to check my trap 
line at the ranch. Brady has gone 
through our progression of deer 
harvests over the last three years 
at the ranch and the result was a 
beautiful ten point buck we rattled 
up and Brady harvested a few weeks 
ago. (See The Goldthwaite Novem-

ber 14, Page 9 to read the account 
of the hunt.) 
 Brady and Flint were loading up 
into my truck to go to the ranch to 
check traps when Debra grabbed 
my arm and whispered like only a 
wife can into my ear, “Remember 
that Flint can’t shoot a buck until 
Amber gets hers!” 
 I laughed and said in a low voice, 
“No problem. We are clear on the 
rules. Look, I only have my little .22 
Hornet rifle. It is all good.” 

Insert louder plot 
thickening music here. 

 Brady is now old enough to want 
the challenge of fair chase hunting 
adventures. Flint, not so much. So 
Brady and I always let Flint dispatch 
all the live animals while trapping. 
We don’t even discuss it. I simply 

See the next page ...


