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Mustang High 
School hosted a soft-
ball regional 
Wednesday and 
Thursday at its com-
plex. 

Due to our copy 

deadlines, the event 
could not be covered 
in this week’s edition. 
The outcome will be 
reported in the Oct. 
17 edition of  the 
Mustang News.

Mustang High 
School’s cross-country 
teams ran in one of  the 
region’s largest and 
most famous races  
Saturday.

The 31st annual Chile 
Pepper Festival is held 
at the University of  
Arkansas’ course in 
Fayetteville.

Mustang boys coach 
Mike McGarry said 778 
male and 630 female 
runners were entered 
in the 3.1-mile race.

Gabe Simonsen, a 

junior and Oklahoma’s 
defending Class 6A 
champion, placed 10th 
in 15:48 for Mustang’s 
boys, who were 32nd in 
the team standings.

“Gabe did well. He 
really pushed himself,” 
McGarry said. “He ran 
a smart race.”

Simonsen had to 
start back in the pack, 
and it took him a while 
to move up from 20th to 
10th.

“All you do the first 
quarter mile is try not 
to fall because there are 
so many runners,” 
McGarry said. “It’s not 

a super wide course — 
about 10 yards and is 
solid with bodies — 
until after the first 40 
meters. It’s difficult to 
pass people. It’s pretty 
crazy.”

The 3.1-mile race is 
held at the Washington 
County fairgrounds, 
near the university’s 
experimental farm.

“It’s a hilly but fast 
course because the 
third mile is mostly 
downhill,” McGarry 
said.

Mustang’s girls team 
and its pacesetter, 
freshman Lakyn Webb, 

were excited about 
their showing. Webb 
ran 20:30 for 77th and 
the team placed 24th.

“Lakyn ran in the 
race as an 8th-grader, 
so she knew what to 
expect,” McGarry said. 
“She prepared well and 
improved her time 
from last year.

“The girls handled it 
well. Half  of  the team 
had their personal 
records. The girls were 
excited.

“It was the first time 
the varsity ran as a 
team like we think they 
will at the end of  the 

season.”
The Lady Broncos’ 

Elaina Hinkle and Alex 
Butler placed 26th and 
27th, respectfully, with 
21:07 and 21:37.

Other Mustang girls 
results were: 216, Katie 
Jones, 22:00; 259, Alexis 
Ray, 22:31; 295, 
Annistyn Stanley, 22:46, 
and 332, Lauren 
Estrada, 23:15.

Kyle Bussell was the 
second Mustang boy to 
place, running 17:36 to 
place 243rd.

One of  the Broncos’ 
top performers, Colton 
Cable, didn’t compete 

due to an ankle injury, 
McGarry said.

Other Mustang boys 
results: 245, Brendan 
Robeaux, 17:37; 260, 
Gunnar Sroczynski, 
17:42; 297, Jaxson 
Pearson, 17:53; 330, Cole 
Robinson, 18:01; 364, 
Andrew Waller, 18:11, 
and 415, Derrick 
Willson, 18:25.

Mustang’s harriers 
next will compete 
Tuesday in the Central 
Oklahoma Athletic 
Conference (COAC) 
meet at Deer Creek. 
The first race will 
begin at 9 a.m.

Hilly Arkansas course challenges Mustang harriers
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Assistant Cole 
Prestidge, who coaches 
Mustang High’s Bronco 
backs, will look across 
the field in pregame 
warmups and see a 
familiar face when 
MHS entertains 
Southmoore at 7 p.m. 
Friday.

The SaberCats’ offen-
sive coordinator is his 
father, Ty Prestidge, a 
veteran of  47 seasons 
of  coaching high school 
football in the state.

Ty Prestidge, 66, is a 
member of  the 
Oklahoma Coaches 
Association Hall of  
Fame, Class of  2015. He 
is a former Mustang 
head coach and well 
known for his offensive 
acumen.

“He has always been 
ahead of  the game 
offensively during his 
career,” Cole Prestidge 
said. “In 2002, he had a 
big part in pioneering 
the spread no huddle 
offense in Oklahoma. 
He was doing things 
people see on TV today, 
but back in the early 
2000s.”

Ty Prestidge ranks 
second in wins at 
Mustang with a 49-29 

record from 2006-12, 
according to MHS ath-
letic director Robert 
Foreman. Prestidge’s 
.628 winning percent-
age is the highest in 
school history.

As a head football 
coach, Ty Prestidge has 
a 108-117 overall record, 
according to Chris 
Wilfong of  the 
Oklahoma Secondary 
School Activities 
Association (OSSAA).

Ty Prestidge is a big 
reason all three of  his 
sons are high school 
football coaches. In 
addition to Cole, Casey 
coaches running backs/
defensive linemen at 
Lawton High and Clif  
coaches Southmoore’s 
quarterbacks/receiv-
ers.

“I have always been 
around football,” said 
Cole, who is a Mustang 
businessman and sells 
insurance when he 
isn’t coaching. “I grew 
up at the field house, 
was in homecoming as 
a kid, on the sidelines 
or getting stepped on 
by football players 
while in the huddle 
with dad.

“Everything I did as 
a kid revolved around 
dad being a football 
coach. So coaching was 

always going to be a 
part of  my life.”

Cole coached with Ty 
at Southmoore last 
year, but joined 
Mustang head coach 
Lee Blankenship’s staff  
this season. This is the 
first time Cole has been 
an opponent of  his 
dad’s team.

“Coach Prestidge is a 
phenomenal coach,” 
Blankenship said of  
Cole. “I love how hard 
he works to build rela-
tionships with our play-
ers.

“To coach the Bronco 
backs, you have to be 
very well-rounded 
because they play slot 
receiver, tight end and 
running back.”

For Cole Prestidge, 
joining Mustang’s staff  
was a homecoming of  
sorts. As a senior, he 
started at left guard on 
the Bronco team that 

Mustang assistant coach faces father in Southmoore match
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A Mustang player carries 
the ball, looking for an 
opening in Union's defense 
during Friday's game, 
which the Broncos won 
23-21. Mustang will next 
face Southmoore on Friday 
at 7 p.m. Photo / Ron Lane

Mustang zipped to an 
easy victory over the 
Yukon Millers in the 
first set during Bedlam 
volleyball Oct. 3, but 
then the fourth-ranked 
Lady Broncos lost their 
focus and energy.

The No.14 Millers 
(11-16) came out flat 
and error-prone to 
begin the match, but 
cut down on the mis-
takes, won the second 
set and gave their 
Canadian County 
neighbors all they 
wanted on Pink Out 
Night for Cancer 
Awareness at the 
Mustang High School 
Event Center.

If  not for talented 
hitter Ruby Kelley, the 
Millers may well have 
escaped with the upset.

Kelley, a 6-foot junior, 
finished with 15 kills 
and nine blocks as the 
Lady Broncos (24-4) 
vanquished Yukon 
25-12, 21-25, 25-21, 25-18 
before 275 noisy fans.

“Ruby saved us 
tonight,” Mustang 
coach Steve Hajek said. 
“She was on fire. We 
told the setters to start 
feeding her the ball.”

Hajek’s daughter, 
senior libero Madi 
Hajek, who is the clos-
est thing to being a 
coach on-court, praised 
her teammate.

“Ruby was being so 
intelligent about where 
to put the ball,” Madi 
Hajek said. “That’s 
how you play volley-
ball. She did an awe-
some job. She is a per-

son you can rely on 100 
percent of  the time.”

Kelley, Madyln 
Booth, Annabeth 
Fehrle, Sage McCaskill 
and Madi Hajek made 
big plays in the last two 
sets as Mustang won its 
eighth straight match 
and for the 21st time in 
23 outings.

Mustang also 
improved to 10-1 at 
home, 10-2 in the COAC 
and coach Hajek now is 
3-1 during his tenure 
versus Yukon.

Madi Hajek contrib-
uted 21 digs on defense, 

and Booth had nine 
kills and 16 digs.

Kelley said the Lady 
Broncos felt some 
nerves after winning 
easily in the first set.

“The pressure of  No. 
4 and it being a rivalry, 
we struggled on the 
mental side,” Kelley 
said.

Yukon coach Rachel 
Allred was mostly 
pleased with the way 
her team played after 
the opening set.

“I think it was more 
difficult than they 
expected it to be with 

us ranked 14 and them 
four,” Allred said.

Of  the Millers’ mis-
take-filled first set, 
Allred said, “We were 
playing to survive, not 
playing to win.

“The first set, it was 
all self-inflicted. We 
shot ourselves in the 
foot. All unforced 
errors.”

Yukon’s front line 
gave the team momen-
tum in the second set 
with spikes by hitters 
Brianna Worth and 
Addison Wimmer and 
blocks from Katie 

MHS softball regional results to be 
published in Oct. 18 Mustang News

Mustang refocuses, turns back Yukon in Bedlam volleyball
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Mustang netters watch the ball during the Oct. 3 Bedlam match against Yukon. Photo / Terry Groover
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Clark.
“Katie Clark’s blocks 

were the key to us win-
ning the second set,” 
Allred said.

The Millers began 

finding open gaps in 
Mustang’s defense with 
simple tips when they 
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