
Why aren’t all the candidates on
the same ballot? I’ve got
Republicans and Democrats that
I support, why can’t I support
them both in this primary? 
These are frequent questions

you can hear around Greene
County when discussing politics
and the upcoming Party Primary
Elections. 
The answers are not simple

ones and can cause as much con-
fusion as the primary system itself
can generate among voters. To
follow is a brief outline of the pri-
mary system that will hopefully
clear up some of the questions
voters have.
The USA is one of the only

nations which uses a primary sys-
tem, and the issues and advan-
tages of the open primary are
often a subject of debate in
American politics, especially
during election season. 
In a primary election, voters

indicate their preference for a
candidate of a particular party to
advance to the race for an office.
For example, a voter might indi-
cate his or her support for Green
Party candidate X over all the
other potential Green Party can-
didates. If that candidate wins
enough votes at the primary, he
or she will compete against can-
didates from other parties. 
The primary system is most

commonly used for Presidential
elections, because it allows each
political party to get an idea of
what kind of support a candidate
has nationwide. 
The idea of holding primaries

before general elections arose in
the early 20th century, when the
Progressive movement in
America was trying to empower
the populace. Advocates of the
system proposed that using pri-
maries would put more power
into the hands of the people,
instead of concentrating it with
the political parties. An open pri-
mary reflects these ideals, since it
allows voters more input in

nominating a candidate. 
Because there is generally no

ready proof of a voter's inten-
tions, FairVote and the National
Conference of State Legislatures
classify Mississippi's primary
elections as open. 
When qualifying for a state or

candidate election, candidates
must declare if they are running
on the Democratic or
Republican ticket, or if they will
be running as an Independent or
other party candidate. 
The local Democratic and

Republican Executive
Committees then conduct pri-
mary elections to choose their
overall candidate to represent the
party in the General Election.
Independent candidates auto-
matically advance to the
November General Election. 
In Mississippi, a primary candi-

date must win a majority of the
votes cast for the office he or she
is seeking in order to secure the
nomination. If no candidate for
an office wins a majority of votes
cast in the primary, a runoff elec-
tion between the top two vote-
getters is held. 
An open primary is a primary

election in which voters may cast
votes on a ballot of any party.
This distinguishes it from a
closed primary, another type of
primary election in which voters
are limited by party affiliation. 
A related concept, the blanket

primary, allows voters to vote for
candidates of any party. 
In a classic closed primary, vot-

ers declare a political party when
they register to vote and when
they go to the polls on election
day a registered Democratic
receives a Democratic ballot, a
Republican receives a
Republican ballot, and so forth. 
In an open primary, a voter may

request a ballot from any political
party, regardless of his or her per-
sonal party affiliation. Greene
County voters will vote in this
manner on Aug. 3

In a blanket primary, a voter
receives a general “blanket” bal-
lot which allows him or her to
vote for any candidate from any
party. This would allow a voter
to support a Libertarian candi-
date for President while simulta-
neously voicing preference for a
Peace and Freedom
Gubernatorial candidate, for
example. The blanket primary is
a natural extension of the open
primary system, but very few
states use it. 
It is not uncommon for voters

from one party to request the
ballot of an opposing party and
vote for the weakest candidate in
the hopes of nominating that
weaker candidate to the race for
office. An open primary allows
voters to easily defect from their
stated party affiliation.
Independents and people who
have no party affiliation appreci-
ate the open primary, as it allows
them to participate in the demo-
cratic process without allying
themselves to a particular politi-
cal party. 
In Mississippi, the only restric-

tion with its open primary is
when a runoff election is needed.
In those cases, only voters who
voted in that party's primary
election — along with voters
who did not vote in any of the
earlier primaries — can cast a
ballot in the runoff election. That
means if you voted in the
Republican primary, you can
only vote in Republic runoffs
and not in Democratic runoffs. If
you did not vote in any of the
primary elections, then you
would be eligible to vote in any
of the runoffs, but you must vote
in only one party's runoff and not
in both. 
This often becomes an issue at

the local level when someone has
voted in one party's primary but
then wants to vote in the other
party's runoff in order to support
a local candidate. That would not
be allowed under this scenario. 

Primary elections explained
6-B GREENE COUNTYThursday, July 25, 2019


