
Casting a vote to help choose
one’s representation on local,
state and federal government
levels is one of the most basic
rights Americans enjoy. Yet,
the number of people who reg-
ister to participate in that
process remains far below the
number eligible to do so.
There has been quite a bit of
study on why that problem
exists and plenty of disagree-
ment on what the true causes
are and how to address them.
Many states have instituted cre-
ative ways make the process
easier and also increase partici-
pation in the actual voting
process. 
In Mississippi, residents have
several easy options for register-
ing to vote. Every U.S. citizen
who possesses the following
qualifications is eligible to regis-
ter to vote in Mississippi:
¢ be a resident of Mississippi
and the county, city, or town
for 30 days prior to the election;

¢ be at least 18 years old (or
will be 18 by the date of the
next General Election);
¢ not declared mentally
incompetent by a court; and
¢ not convicted of a disen-
franchising crime as defined by
Section 241 of the Mississippi
Constitution or by Attorney
General Opinion, unless par-
doned, rights of citizenship
restored by the Governor or
suffrage rights restored by the
Legislature.
Steps for Registering to
Vote by U.S. Mail

1. Complete a Mail-In Voter
Registration Application.
Provide the information
requested, including your dri-
ver’s license number and/or the
last four digits of your Social
Security number. If you do not
provide your driver’s license
number or the last four digits of
your Social Security number,
you must send with your appli-
cation either a copy of a current

and valid photo ID or a copy of
a current utility bill, bank state-
ment, government check, pay-
check, or other government
document that shows your
name and address.
2. Send your Mail-In Voter
Registration Application to the
Circuit Clerk’s Office located
in the county of your residence.
3. Applications must be post-
marked 30 days before the date
of the election. If the 30th day
falls on a Sunday or legal holi-
day, then both the postmark
and in-person deadline is
extended to the next regular
business day.
4. Mail-In Registration
Applications are available at
your Circuit Clerk’s Office,
Municipal Clerk’s Office, pub-
lic library, and other participat-
ing government offices. Also,
Mail-In Registration
Applications are available
online  at
www.yallvote.sos.ms.gov.

Steps for Registering to
Vote  in Person

1. You may register to vote in
person at the following locations:
• Circuit Clerk’s Office;
• Municipal Clerk’s Office;
• Department of Public
Safety; or

• Any state or federal agency
offering government services,
such as the Department of
Human Services.
2. You must register to vote 30
days before the date of the elec-
tion. If the 30th day falls on a
Sunday or legal holiday, then

both the postmark and in-per-
son deadline is extended to the
next regular business day.
For more information on reg-
istering to vote, contact the
Greene County Circuit Clerk’s
Office at (601)394-2379 or visit
www.yallvote.sos.ms.gov.

Registering to vote is simple for Greene Co. residents

September 11 GENERAL
ELECTION SAMPLE BALLOT
DEADLINE. The Secretary of
State Office publishes the
General Election Sample
Ballot in SEMS.

September 21 ABSENTEE
BALLOTS AVAILABLE.
Absentee ballots must be
available in the Circuit Clerk's
Office as of this date.
Absentee ballots must be
mailed within 24 hours to
voters who submitted an
application before ballots
became available, once bal-
lots are available.  

October 7 VOTER REGIS-
TRATION DEADLINE 5 p.m.
Applicants who register in
person in the Circuit Clerk's

Office no later than 5 p.m. on
Oct. 7 and those who mail
registration         applications
postmarked no later than Oct.
7 are eligible to vote in the
General Election.  

October 10 CAMPAIGN
FINANCE PRE-ELECTION
REPORTING DEADLINE, 5 p.m.
Periodic reports due in
appropriate office for 2019
candidates and political
committees supporting or
opposing 2019 candidates.  

October 29 CAMPAIGN
FINANCE PRE-ELECTION
REPORTING DEADLINE
Pre-Election reports are due
from only General Election
candidates and political com-
mittees supporting or

opposing those candidates in
the appropriate office.  

November 2 IN-PERSON
ABSENTEE VOTING DEADLINE,
12 p.m. Circuit Clerk's Offices
open from 8 a.m. until 12 p.m.  

November 4 ABSENTEE
BALLOT BY MAIL DEADLINE 5
p.m. Circuit Clerk's Offices
muss be in actual receipt of
absentee ballots returned by
mail for  ballots to be timely.
This is not a postmark deadline,
but an actual receipt deadline.  

November 5 GENERAL
RUNOFF ELECTION DAY for
Statewide, State District,
Legislative, County and
County District Offices.
Polling places open from 7
a.m. until 7 p.m. 

MOVING FORWARD: Important Dates for the Nov. General Election Are you registered to vote?
Verify if you are an active registered voter online at

www.yallvote.sos.ms.gov

Every qualified Mississippi elector is entitled to
vote regardless of race, creed, color, or disability.
Likewise:
¢ no one may refuse a person the right to vote
if that person is legally entitled to vote.
¢ no voter shall be threatened, intimidated, or
paid to vote by any person.
¢ voters whose names do not appear on the
poll book or who do not have an acceptable
form of photo ID are entitled to vote by affidavit
ballot.
¢ voters who cast an affidavit ballot are entitled
to receive written information at the time of
voting on how to determine if the vote was
counted and, if not, why not.

¢ voters who require assistance in marking
the ballot because of disability, blindness, or
an inability to read or write are entitled to
receive assistance from a person of the voter’s
choice, excluding, a candidate whose name is
on the ballot, or the spouse, parent, sibling or
child of a candidate whose name is on the
ballot, or by a poll watcher who is observing
in the polling place on Election Day, or the
voter’s employer or agent of that employer, or
officer or agent of the voter’s union; unless,
however, a candidate for office or the spouse,
parent or child of a candidate is related with-
in the first degree to the voter requesting
assistance.

Know Your Voting Rights

Have you moved and need to update
your address?

To update your name and address regis-
tration information online, you must
already be a registered voter of the State of
Mississippi and have a current and valid
Mississippi driver’s license or photo identi-
fication card issued by the Mississippi
Department of Public Safety.

Update your voter registration infor-
mation in five easy steps:

1. Enter your information exactly as it
appears on

your current voter registration card.
2. Choose your name out of the four pos-
sibilities listed.
3. Enter your information exactly as it
appears on your driver’s license or other
DPS identification card.
4. Change your address or name.
5. Visit the polling place locator prior to
or on Election Day to determine where
you should go to cast your ballot. It is as
simple as typing
www.sos.ms.gov/PollingPlace into your
web browser and filling in your home
address. 
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