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“all-around great volleyball
player” and was the only player
on the 2017 team that had ever
played organized volleyball.
However, a hip injury is keeping
her off the court at this time. As
for Singleton, what she lacks in
experience, she makes up with in
raw athletic ability.
“Hannah will hopefully return
to play in the next couple of
weeks,” Wyatt said. “She is a
competitor and such a team
player.  Once she returns, she
should see a lot of playing time.
She's very smart and can do mul-
tiple things on the court for us”
“Diamond Singleton is a first-
year player who is a natural. She
is athletic and very smart on the
net.  With her jumping ability, I
hope to see her be a problem for
other teams we will face.”
Caver and Shaw are well-
rounded players that Wyatt ex-
pects a lot from during their junior
season. Wyatt says both have
high volleyball I.Q. and will be
utilized in a lot of different ways
in the Lady Wildcats’ scheme.
“Tiana Caver - she is a smart
player and will be one that will be
utilized all over the court this
year,” Wyatt said. “With her
front-row hitting ability and her
strength as a back row defender
and server, she will see a lot of
playing time.” 
“Gerrin will be one of the setters
for us this year.  She is a vocal
leader and has shown tremen-
dous improvement from last year
to this year. She will be a huge
asset with her ability to commu-
nicate well on the court, serving,
and her knowledge as a setter.”
Two other juniors, Edee Havard
and Madison Pipkins, have stood
out in preseason camp and are
expected to be key role players
for GCHS.  Wyatt calls Havard a
“tenacious” competitor who
plays with a “fire in her eyes”.
Pipkins has height and athleti-
cism that will be needed along
the front line and a player who is
constantly looking to improve.
“Edee is one of our players that
hates to lose and it shows,”
Wyatt said. “I love that about
her. She is also a vocal leader for
us and such an encourager as
well. As a junior she will be
playing back row for us, but has
the potential to play many other
positions as well.”
“Maddie can play multiple po-
sitions for us and is always striv-
ing to be better. Just the other day
she called me after practice to ask
what it was she can do to get bet-
ter. Something I love about my
players is when they desire to be
the best they can be, and she
does. I am excited to see how she
continues to develop this season
and next.”

Wyatt says Balee Wilson has a
ton of potential as a sophomore
and will be a key player this sea-
son and for years to come.  
“She is a very intelligent player
that brings a knowledge and court
awareness with her prior tennis
experience. She will also be a
strong server for us this year and
in the next couple of years.”
A host of other girls will be
counted on to fill roles in varsity
action, while they gain playing
time and experience in junior var-
sity action or as members of the
freshman team.
With 17 underclassmen on the

roster, GCHS has a great founda-
tion in place for future years.
And, with the addition of a true
freshman team, each of those
players should gain a lot of expe-
rience on the court this year.
“We decided to make a fresh-
men team this year due to having
so many upcoming 9th graders
interested,” Wyatt said. “We def-
initely want to build the program
and there is a lot of potential and
a lot of athleticism in the 9th
grade squad.  With having some
of the 9th graders play varsity this
year, it will just bring more expe-
rience to their team.”

“The JV squad consists of a lot
of first year players and veteran
players who played year before
last. This will definitely be a
growing year for them, but
hopefully with the leadership
from veterans like Brooke Byrd,
Emilee Pearce, Makayla
Whisenhunt and Ashton Shep-
herd, they will be able to adjust
and improve every set. Many of
the first year players have caught
on quickly and are gaining con-
fidence every practice. Once
they get some "game" experi-
ence under their belt they will
definitely be competitive.”
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Getting plenty of repetitions of volleyball
specific movements is key to making sure
players have good reaction times and can
make plays without having to think about
their mechanics. The Lady Wildcats have
numerous drills they run each practice to
make sure they get the reps needed to stay
sharp on the court. Seniors Olivia Eubanks
and Kayla Mazzocchi are shown (Above,
forefront) working through one of those
drills. Mazzocchi is shown (Inset) working
with Wyatt on correct blocking form. 


