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Malachi Graham is a senior
safety with a lot of experi-
ence coming back. Aycock
says Graham’s experience
and intellect helps him be
the guy on the defensive
side to make sure everyone

is lined up correctly. He
plays strong safety, but rou-
tinely moves up near the
line of scrimmage and plays
like an additional line-
backer.
Two more seniors are also

back in the mix in the sec-
ondary. Aycock said Gary
Hawthorn made great
strides in the offseason and
is expected to have a big
year for the Cats. Kade
Kitrell is also returning after

recording four interceptions
and five fumble recoveries
as a junior. Junior De’andre
Grice played a good bit last
year, particularly late in the
season, and will be a big
part of the GCHS second-

ary this year.
“Defensively we feel like

we have something to prove
every week,” Aycock said.
“We have a tougher sched-
ule this year that will chal-
lenge us early in the season,

but that’s what we want.”
“Our philosophy, defen-

sively, is that we want to
bring more energy than our
opponents every snap. Our
goal is to play smart, fast
and physical every down.” 
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Senior safety Malachi Graham is shown (Above) causing a fumble
during the Cats’ scrimmage with Vancleave earlier this month. The
Wildcats have a standard of wanting to be physical and bring more
energy than their opponents on each play. A group of young
defenders are shown doing just that (Inset) against Biloxi.
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