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There are numerous
stories shared
about Christmas

and this special time of
year. But, the story with
the most significance is
obviously the story of the
origin of the Christmas
celebration - the birth of
Jesus. 
The story of Jesus is the
greatest story ever told,
and while it starts well
before his birth (and con-
tinues beyond his eventu-
al death at Calvary and
glorious resurrection), the
miracle of his birth and
his earliest days on Earth
are the true reason we cel-
ebrate the Christmas
Season.

The Angel
Gabriel
shares

amazing
news

Long ago, over 2000 years,
when King Herod ruled Judea
(now part of Israel), God sent
the angel Gabriel to a young
women who lived in the
northern town of Nazareth.
The girl's name was Mary and
she was engaged to marry
Joseph. The angel Gabriel
said to Mary: “Peace be with
you! God has blessed you and
is pleased with you.” Mary
was very surprised by this and
wondered what the angel
meant. The angel said to her
“Don't be afraid, God has
been very kind to you. You
will become pregnant by the
Holy Spirit and give birth to a
baby boy and you will call
him Jesus. He will be God's
own Son and his kingdom
will never end.” Mary was
very afraid but she trusted
God. “Let it happen as God
chooses.” She replied to the
angel. Gabriel also told Mary
that her cousin, Elizabeth who
everyone thought was too old
to have children, would have
a baby boy whom God had
chosen to prepare the way for
Jesus.
Mary said goodbye to her
family and friends and went
to visit her cousin Elizabeth
and her husband Zechariah.
Elizabeth was very happy to
see Mary. She knew Mary had
been chosen by God to be the
mother of his Son. An angel
had already told Zechariah
that Elizabeth's baby would
prepare people to welcome
Jesus. He was to be called
John. Mary stayed with
Elizabeth about three months,
then returned to Nazareth.

Joseph was worried when he
found out Mary was expect-
ing a baby before their mar-
riage had taken place. He
wondered if he should put off
the wedding altogether. Then
an angel appeared to Joseph
in a dream and said: “'Don't
be afraid to have Mary as
your wife.” The angel
explained that Mary had been
chosen by God to be the
mother of his Son and told
Joseph that the baby would be
named Jesus which means
'Saviour' because he would
save people. When Joseph
woke up, he did what the
angel had told him to do and
took Mary as his wife.
At this time, the land where
Mary and Joseph lived was
part of the Roman Empire.
The Roman Emperor
Augustus wanted to have a
list of all the people in the
empire, to make sure they
paid their taxes. He ordered
everyone to return to the town
where their families original-
ly came from, and enter their
names in a register (or cen-
sus) there. Mary and Joseph
travelled a long way (about 70
miles) from Nazareth to
Bethlehem, because that is
where Joseph's family came
from. Most people walked but
some lucky people had a don-
key to help carry the goods
needed for the journey.
Joseph and Mary traveled
very slowly because Mary's
baby was due to be born soon.

The miracle
in the

manger 
Upon reaching Bethlehem
they had problems finding
somewhere to stay. So many
people had come to register
their names in the census, that
every house was full and
every bed was taken in all of
the guest rooms. The only
place to stay that they could
find was with the animals.
People often kept animals in
the house, especially at night,
and used them like “central
heating”. People normally
slept on a raised, upper level
with the animals below to
give them extra warmth.
So in the place where the
animals slept, Mary gave
birth to Jesus, the Son of God.
In those days it was the cus-
tom to wrap newborn babies
tightly in a long cloth called
'swaddling clothes'. Jesus' bed
was the manger that the ani-
mals ate their hay from.
In the hills and fields outside
Bethlehem, shepherds looked
after their sheep through the
long night. As the new day
began, suddenly an angel
appeared before them and the

glory of God shone around
them. The shepherds were
very, very scared, but the
angel said, “Don't be afraid. I
have good news for you and
everyone. Today in
Bethlehem a Saviour has been
born for you. You will find
the baby lying in a manger.”

Shepherds
hear the

good news
from Angels
Then many more angels
appeared, lighting up the sky.
The shepherds heard them
praising God singing: “Glory
to God in highest, and peace
to everyone on earth.” When
the angels had gone the shep-
herds said to one another,
“Let's go to Bethlehem to see
what has happened.” So the
shepherds went to Bethlehem
and found Mary and Joseph.
The baby Jesus was lying in a
manger as they had been told.
When they saw him, they told
everyone what the angel had
said and everyone who heard
the story was astonished.
Then the shepherds returned
to their sheep, praising God
for sending his Son to be their
Saviour.
When Jesus was born, a
brand new bright star
appeared in the sky. Some
Wise Men in faraway coun-
tries saw the star and guessed
what it meant. They were
very clever men that studied
the stars and had read in very
old writings that a new star
would appear when a great
king was born. They set out to
find the new king and bring
him gifts.
The Wise Men followed the
star towards the country of
Judea and when they got to the
capital called Jerusalem they
began to ask people: “Where is
the child who is born to be
king of the Jews?” Herod, the
king of Judea, heard this and it
made him very angry to think
that someone might be going
to take his place as king.
Herod sent for the Wise Men
to come to him. He told them
to go on following the star
until they had found the baby
king. He said: “When you
have found him, let me know
where he is, so that I can go
and worship him.” But Herod
did not tell them that he really
had an evil plan in mind to kill
the new king.

Wise Men
come

bearing gifts 
The Wise Men followed the
star towards Bethlehem
(where it said that the king
would be born in the old writ-
ings). It seemed to stop and
shine directly down upon the
place where Jesus was.
The Wise Men entered the
house where they now lived
and found Jesus with Mary,
they bowed down and wor-
shipped him. The Wise Men
spread the gifts they had
brought before Jesus.
The gifts were gold,
frankincense and
myrrh. The
Wise Men
w e r e
warned in
a dream,
by God,
not to go
back to
Herod. So
t h e y
re turned

home to their countries in the
East by a different way.
When the Wise Men had
gone, an angel appeared to
Joseph in a dream. “Get up,”
the angel said, “take Jesus and
Mary and escape to Egypt.
Stay there until I tell you, for
Herod is going to search for
Jesus to kill him.” So Joseph
got up, took Jesus and Mary
during the night they left for
Egypt, where he stayed until
Herod died.
When Herod real-
ized that he had
been tricked
by the Wise
Men, he was furi-
ous and he gave
orders to kill all the boys

aged two or younger
in Bethlehem and the

surrounding area. This was to
try and kill the new King, as
his plan to find the location of
the new king from the Wise
Men had failed.
After Herod had died,
Joseph had another dream in
which an angel appeared to
him. The angel said, “Get up,
take Jesus and Mary and go
back to Israel, for those who
were trying kill Jesus are
dead.”
So Joseph got up, took Jesus
and Mary and they went back
to Israel. But when he heard
that Herod's son was now
king of Judea, he was afraid
to go there. So instead they
went to Galilee, and lived in
their old town of Nazareth.

A Saviour is born. The Christmas story.

The stockings
were hung by the         
chimney with care...
Special to the Herald
Mantles adorned with garland and other holiday trinkets make
fireplaces come alive for Christmas. That magic is only
enhanced by hanging Christmas stockings, which are just
waiting to be filled with   goodies for good
girls and boys. Those without a fireplace
often hang stockings from windowsills and
stairway banisters.
No written record exists to explain
the origin of hanging stockings on
fireplace mantles. Despite this, many
people link the tradition to a tale about
St. Nicholas. As that story goes,
St. Nicholas was traveling through a
village when he overheard the plight
of three women. They were poor, and
their father could not afford an ample
dowry to marry them off. Rather than
have them end up spinsters, St.
Nicholas secretly tossed bags of
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