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County
libraries
offer 2019

story times

The Laurens County Public
Library begins the new year with
fun and educational story times
for ages 0 — 5 at the Laurens and
Clinton public libraries. Each
story time offered has been
designed for the specified age
group with appropriate stories,
songs and activities. Story times
take place weekly, starting this
upcoming week and going
through mid-April.

The weekly story times are
scheduled for Tuesdays at
Clinton, and Wednesdays and
Thursdays at Laurens.

In Clinton, story time is every
Tuesday morning, with Toddler
Academy (ages 3-5) set for 10
am. and Mother Goose Story
Time (ages 0-2) at 10:30 a.m.

Every Wednesday the story
time will be held in Laurens at the
West Main Street branch, with
Toddler Academy (ages 3-5) at 10
am. and Mother Goose Story
Time (ages 0-2) at 10:30 a.m.

On Thursday afternoon, there is
another Mother Goose Story
Time (ages 0-2) at 4:30 p.m. in
Laurens.

Toddler Academy is designed
to prepare children for school.
Through books, interactive songs,
and rhymes this story time helps
children develop learning skills in
a group environment.

Mother Goose Story Time has
been developed for babies and
caregivers to interact with each
other through hand plays, rhymes
and songs.

Through both programs chil-
dren learn narratives skills,
vocabulary, and listening skills —
all while having fun at the library.

Parents and caregivers are
encouraged to attend sessions
with their child. For more infor-
mation about each program, call
the Laurens Public Library at
864-681-7323, the Clinton Public
Library at 864-833-1853, or visit
our website at
www.lcpl.org/youth-services.

All programs are free of charge.
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LUNCH AND LEARN EVENT — Eighth grade students at Laurens Middle School enjoyed
a recent Lunch and Learn event where they learned about the agriculture program at
LDHS. Ag teacher Melanie Birchmore brought along three of her current students:
Matthew Brownlee, Lilly Pruitt, and Christian Wilhelm. These high school students
informed the L&L attendees of the responsibilities and rewards of being a part of the agri-
culture program. They even brought along a tiny baby bunny who was is being raised in
their livestock area on campus. Pictured are, from left, Hannah Reeder, Melanie Birchmore,
Jayden Knight, Chantry Little, Bryson Taylor, Desiree Roe, Christian Wilhelm, Lilly Pruitt,
Kansas Evans, Matthew Brownlee, Cierra Lambert, Juliett Cedillo, Bryan Hernandez,
Sebastian Gunter, Zhyvier Davis, and Jesus Gonzalez-Moreno.

Who to contact: Social Security or Medicare?

Sometimes it’s confusing to
know who to contact and for
what. Social Security and
Medicare offer related services,
so people aren’t always certain
who does what. This “cheat
sheet” can help.

Contact Social Security to:

*See if you’re eligible for
Medicare;

*Create a my Social Security
account to do things like request
a replacement Medicare card
and report a change of address,
name, or phone number;

*Sign up for Medicare Part A

(Hospital  Insurance) and
Medicare Part B (Medical
Insurance);

*Apply for Extra Help with
Medicare prescription drug cov-
erage (Part D) costs;

*Report a death; and

*Appeal an Income-Related
Monthly Adjustment Amount
(IRMAA) decision (for people

Vern's Plumbing Senice

Sue Douglas Roof ing & Répair

Roofing & Repair ® Pressure Washing
Deck Building & Repair ® Gutter Cleaning P
Paint & Stain ® Hand Rails

Cool Seal - Mobile Homes

Prompt Response & Reasonable Rates

Call 864-871-2772 or 864-871-5574

Quality Service

Sue D. Penland

| *Refinish Headlights

in the City

SMALL Jobs as Well as BIG Ones!

| *Bulb Replace (turn signals)
| *Reattach Rearview or Side Mirrors
| *Power Windows and Door Hinges Repaired

SPECIAL OF THE VIONTH

Wrecker Service (During Working Hours)

WE ALSO PAINT LAWN FURNITURE, REFRIGERATORS, ETC.

1206 East Farley Ave.—Laurens, SC
864-984-4311 « Fax 864-984-4767

MON.-THURS. 8-6 * FRIDAY 8-12 « CLOSED SATURDAY

Email: Shererbodyshop@backroads.net

S&L Home
Improvements
—GENERAL CONTRACTOR—
Licensed & Insured for All

Your Building Needs
— FREE ESTIMATES —

" Spencer &
Sons
Builders

l-Seamless Gutters

*Decks, Screened In
| Porches, Sunrooms

i|*Replacement Windows

||

*Vinyl Siding

*Shingle & Metal Roofing

“I*Home Repairs

34YRS. EXPERIENCE
833-6112
981-241 0
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[*Room Additions, Garages |

5228 Hwy. 221S

LICENSED & BONDED
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Free Estimates!

864-684-3755

Roofing, Siding, Window
Replacement, Drywall,
Interior Trim
Also Seamless Gutters

ALL RESIDENTIAL NEEDS
INSIDE AND OUT!
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who pay a higher Part B and/or
Part D premium if their income
is over a certain amount).

Find information on how to
do all of this and more at
www.socialsecurity.gov  and
www.socialsecurity.gov/bene-
fits/medicare.

Contact Medicare to:

*See what services Medicare
covers;

*Get detailed information
about Medicare health and pre-
scription drug plans in your
area, including costs and servic-
es;

*Choose and enroll in a
Medicare health or prescription
drug plan that meets your
needs;

*Find a Medicare Supplement
Insurance (Medigap) policy in

your area;
°Find doctors, health care
providers, and suppliers who

participate in Medicare;

*Get information and forms
for filing a Medicare appeal or
for letting someone speak with
Medicare on your behalf;

*Compare the quality of care
provided by plans, nursing
homes, hospitals, home health
agencies, and dialysis facilities;
and view Medicare publica-
tions.

Visit www.medicare.gov for
these services.

If you need to find out your
claim status, find out
deductibles, or get answers to
premium payment questions,
you can call 1-800-MEDICARE
(1-800-633-4227; TTY: 1-877-
486-2048).

Determining who to contact
is the first step in getting the
answers you need. Please share
these lists with family and
friends who need to know more
about Social
Medicare.

Security and
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NINETY SIX, SC
QUALITY CROP
SELLING & CRACKING
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DESFIGNS SIZESIGNS

COME & SEE OUR NEW DIGITAL PRINTER

We now do sign maintenance.
Ly www.15|gnde5|gns com
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LICENSED INSURED (864)

BONDED

I Well’s H0me

. Improvements

We Do Gutters, Siding & Windows, Metal
& Shingle Roofs, Decks & Room Additions,
Aluminum Awnings, Window Specials,
Bath & Kitchen, Remodeling
20 Years Experience © Fully Licensed

Call Us for Special on
| IWindow Replacement!

864-200-1867 or
547-1540
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES
FINANCING AVAILABLE

WILL BEAT ANYBODY'S PRICES!

; All Types of Tree Care
= Removal, Stump Grinding

We Now Accept All Ma|or Credit Cards & Pay Pal

ALL JOBS GUARANTEED!

8764518 or 266-5483

I Well's Home Improvements

POOFINGC |

We Do Roof Repairs
No job too big or too
small — we do it all!
B We Also Install Mountain Rock
| WO MONEY UPFRONT
Financing Available
Call 864-200-1867 or
547-1540
FREE ESTIMATES

EMERY'S TREE SERVICE, INC.

NOW SERVING LAURENS COUNTY

Lot Clearing

*Construction

*Fertilization
*Stump
Removal

Speaallzmg in:

*Spraying
*Tree Removal
*Trimming
*Thinning

28 YEARS IN UPSATE

THOMAS BURTON & SCOTT EMERY

864-895-1852 ¢ THOMAS@EMERYTREESERVICE.COM

Pet Talk: A cat’s five senses

In the animal kingdom, big cats
have developed several adaptations
that allow them to be top predators
in a variety of ecosystems. While
modern house cats may not need to
hunt to the same extent as wild cats,
our pets have still kept several inter-
esting abilities that enhance their
senses.

Dr. Carly Patterson, a clinical
assistant professor at the Texas
A&M College of Veterinary
Medicine  and  Biomedical
Sciences, shares some interesting
facts about cats’ senses and unique
abilities.

Cats are often seen playing and
wandering around at night, leading
many to believe cats can see in the
dark. While this is not strictly true,
Patterson said cats can see in near
darkness much better than people
and many other animals.

“Cats can dilate their pupils in
low-light situations and they have a
special reflective layer called the
tapetum lucidum that allows them
to reflect more light to the back of
the eye,” she explained.

In addition, cats, like many other
animals, have an extra fold on their
ears, called Henrys Pocket.
According to Patterson, the exact
function of this feature is not
known, but many believe it helps to
enhance high-frequency sounds.
Sounds that may be inaudible to
people, such as the squeak of a
mouse, are easily heard by cats.

“Cats hear sounds of varying fre-
quencies and they are especially
adept at hearing high-frequency
sounds,” Patterson said. “Sounds
that humans may perceive as nor-
mal background noise could be
stressful to the cat.”

For example, high-pitched noises
that are barely audible to human
ears, such as the buzz from an LCD
computer screen, can be loud and

annoying to cats. This problem can
be greatly reduced by turning elec-
tronics off when not in use.

While cats have above average
vision and hearing, their ability to
taste is comparably weaker than the
human sense of taste. Patterson
explained that cats lack the sweet
taste receptor, so even if they seem
attracted to some sweet foods, they
are likely detecting only the fat and
texture.

On the other hand, cats are able
to smell much better than people,
but not as well as dogs. While cats
have far fewer scent receptors than
dogs, recent research has shown
that cats may be better at discerning
between different smells.

Finally, cats use their whiskers to
enhance their senses of touch and
balance. Patterson said whiskers are
located in several places on a cat’s
body, though the pattern changes
with different cat breeds.

“Whiskers are strategically locat-
ed on a cat’s face to transmit critical
sensory information, such as the
ability to fit through passageways,
potential obstacles, and even a
sense of overall balance,” she
explained.

Although house cats tend to
spend more time napping than
hunting, their senses give them abil-
ities that are shared with many of
the world’s top predators. Next time
you watch your cat play, you’ll
know that their dilating pupils,
rotating ears, and other characteris-
tics are signs that they are using
their keen senses.

Pet Talk is a service of the
College of Veterinary Medicine and
Biomedical Sciences, Texas A&M
University. Stories can be viewed
on the web at vetmed.tamu.edu/pet-
talk. Suggestions for future topics
may be directed to
editor@cvm.tamu.edu.

Classifieds Work!
Call 984-2586

Lockouts
*Tire Changes
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LEAVE MESSAGE

NEW & REFURBISHED [
COMPUTERS
FOR SALE r

C>< 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

/N864-681-4869H

©0 0000000000
l CAN FIX YOIIB COMPUTER!

871-3694 VERY REASONABLE RATES )
682-9150
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MASTER HOME CLEANING

Top to Bottom: Cleaning ¢ Ironing * Elderly Help f )
Running Errands * More :

Call Reahana 864-683-7796 -

Reliable, Dependable Service

| BOBBY SMITH

CLIP THIS AD FOR

TERMITE TREATMENT & S65
NEW CUSTOMER SPECIAL!

eTermite Control *Rodent Control
= eAnts, Cockroaches, Spiders, Silverfish, etc.
*Wood Infestation Reports *Moisture Control

B PEST CONTROLD _la

MASTER PEST CONTROL
TECHNICIAN & MASTER TERMITE
TECHNICIAN (SC LIC. & BONDED)

$
'l FREE INSPECTION & *7'5 OFF bugs dead?
CALL BIG
RED!

864-833-7810
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Earl Miller
12439 Hwy. 39
Cross Hill, SC 29332
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Mark ]ohnson’s Heating & Air
YOUR MOBILE HOME & MANUFACTURED SPECIALIST
Installations * New & Used ¢ Relocations & Change Outs

LICENSED, INSURED, BONDED

Service All Makes & Models

AUTHORIZED INTERTHERM, COLEMAN, GOODMAN

CONSTRuCY,

SHINGLES or METAL
SEANMLESS GUTTER

Licensed ¢ Bonded

Cell (864) 993-9448
(864) 998-5099
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QUALITY
SERVICE

Mark Johnson (864) 876-4590 465 Mountainview Dr.
Owner/Operator (864) 871-4424 Cell Gray Court, SC 29645
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