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BACK TOGETHER — Members of the 1977 and 1978 Clinton High football team gathered
for a reunion last week at the House of Pizza in Clinton. The 1977 Red Devils finished unde-
feated en route to the state title and the No. 1-ranked team in the state across all classes.
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LDHS boys dealt tough loss; girls win

By Nick Herman
Sports Editor

The Laurens Raiders boys’
basketball team showed a lot of
grit and fight during Tuesday
night’s contest against Wade
Hampton, the kind that can be a
big plus in critical late-season
and potential state tournament
contests next month.

Despite their fight, and their
resolve, the Raiders could not
pick up a victory against the
Generals, losing 67-59. The loss
sent the Raiders to 10-13 overall
and 5-6 in Region 1-5A with
three games left - Friday at
Woodmont, Tuesday versus T.L.
Hanna, and next Friday at
Greenwood.

Laurens’ offense was powered
mostly by its 3-point shooting.
The Raiders hit 12 of 29
attempts from 3-point range, get-
ting five made shots from
Christian Anderson and four
from Dee Foster. Anderson
wrapped the game with a team-
high 20 points, while Foster had
16 points.

“We’re a capable shooting
team,” Laurens Head Coach
Ryan Walker said. “When we get
inside-out looks, we’re pretty
good when we get the right ones.
When we shoot the bad ones
that’s when we get into trouble.”

The 3-point shooting helped
spark a Laurens team that scored
one more point in the third quar-
ter (25) than it did in the entire

almost overcome a 10-point half-
time deficit.

“We got down 10 at halftime.
We can’t dig ourselves a hole
against an evenly matched
team,” Walker said.

What helped Wade Hampton
eventually shake off the Raiders’
best hopes was its ability to get
to the foul line. The Generals
made 7 of 12 foul shots in the
fourth quarter, and 20 of 29
attempts in the game, to help
avoid the loss.

Jack Edwards led the Generals
with 22 points. Nick Brenegan
followed with 17 points, and
each player hit three 3-pointers.
Edwards hit seven free throws,
while Brenegan made eight.

The Raiders and Generals got
out to a slow start on offense
through the first quarter before
the Generals picked up their
offense in the second quarter as
they ran off 18 of 25 points to
end the half. That helped turn
around what was, to that point, a
one-point deficit.

Laurens Girls 54, Wade
Hampton 44: The Raiders broke
through for their second region
victory of the season, rallying
from down as many as 10 points
in the second half. The victory
moved Laurens to 6-15 overall,
2-9 in Region 1-5A.

“It feels good to get that win,
especially against a team when
you know you should win,”

first half, and helped the Raiders Laurens Head Coach Yoneko
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Allen said. “We cut down our
turnovers, we were disciplined,
and that’s the way to win - doing
it the way we know we can do it.”

Laurens turned the ball over
17 times in the game, but only
gave it up six times in the second
half. Those extra possessions
helped turn the game around
against the Generals, who were
held to seven points in the fourth
quarter as they lost the lead.

Qua Fortson worked through
foul trouble in the first half
before taking full command of
the game in the fourth quarter.
Fortson scored the first 11 points
of the quarter, and finished it
with 16 of her 23 points overall.
She added a banked shot to boost
a lead to 46-41 past the halfway
mark of the quarter, and later
added two free throws with 1:19
to go as part of a game-ending
17-5 run that grabbed the lead
for keeps.

Fortson was not the only play-
er to help lead the victory.
Raniya Jackson had two 3-point-
ers and scored eight points,
Nadia Anderson added a 3-point-
er and scored seven points as
well, M.K. Moore did well on
the glass, and both Anderson and
Aija Davis did well on defense.

The Raiders’ defense did its
best with the press, keying in on
the ball-handlers and making
them have to make decisions that
routinely did not work. Wade
Hampton, as a result, turned the
ball over 36 times.
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LA girls net 20th victory with blowout

By Nick Herman
Sports Editor

Laurens Academy’s girls bas-
ketball team reached the 20-win
plateau for the season with yet
another blowout victory, rolling
52-14 over Cambridge Academy
in Laurens on Tuesday.

The game was a make-up from
Dec. 11, when the original game
was called due to weather.

Ruthie Moore led the
Crusaders with 18 points in the
first three quarters, while
Jennifer Wu added 11 points and
Blair Quarles scored 10 points,
also in three quarters.

The victory moved LA to 20-3
on the season as it prepared to
face Newberry Academy Friday
night.

Clinton sweeps: The Clinton
Red Devils picked up a pair of
victories over Newberry Tuesday
night at home.

The Clinton girls rallied back
from 10 points down in the
fourth quarter to grab a 59-56
victory and move to 16-4 overall
and 4-4 in Region 3-3A play.

Tinique Austin scored 16
points to lead the Red Devils,
Savanna Campbell had 13
points, and De’Shanti Watts
picked up 11 points to aid the
winning cause.

Clinton’s boys picked up a big
victory as well, rallying in the
second half to get a 71-54 deci-
sion that moved the Red Devils
to 7-12 overall and 4-4 in the
region.

The Clinton boys are playing
what head coach Eddie Romines
said is its best basketball of the
season at the right time, helping
to spark an upset of the No. 7-
ranked Bulldogs.

J.D. Payne scored 24 points to

lead the Red Devils, Amari Bates
added 19, and PJ. Bluford
chipped in with 11 points in the
victory, one where Clinton held a
10-point lead at the half.

Clinton played at Emerald
Friday night.

COLLEGE
Men’s basketball

Charleston Southern 85,
Presbyterian 84 (Wednesday):
Christian Keeling hit a 3-point
shot with 12 seconds left in reg-
ulation, and PC’s Davon Bell
missed a 3-pointer as time ran
out, as the Buccaneers pulled a
surprise against the Blue Hose in
Charleston.

Keeling’s basket capped an 8-
for-9 shooting performance and
left him with 21 points and five
rebounds. Keeling led four play-
ers who scored in double figures
for the Bucs, who moved to 9-11
overall and 3-4 in the Big South.

Francois Lewis led four PC
players in double figures with 25
points and six boards. Adam
Flagler had 15 points, Cory
Hightower had 10 points, and
Bell recorded a double-double
with 11 points, 12 assists, and
added eight rebounds.

PC (13-11 overall, 5-4 Big
South) returns to the court
Thursday against UNC
Asheville.

Women’s basketball

UNC Asheville 52,
Presbyterian 43 (Tuesday):
Salina Virola registered her fifth
double-double on the season for
the Blue Hose, but the Bulldogs
rallied from a seven-point deficit
early in the second quarter and
sent PC to 4-15 overall and 2-6
in the Big South.

Virola had 11 points on 4-for-
9 shooting, and added 11

rebounds for PC, which was held
to 32 percent shooting - includ-
ing 2-for-16 shooting from 3-
point range. The Blue Hose also
were 7-of-13 at the foul line.

Virola was one of three players
to score in double figures for PC,
Trinity Johnson added 11 points
off the bench, along with four
rebounds, while Kacie Hall
added a game-best 12 points.

Jessica Wall scored 11 points
to lead the Bulldogs.

PC hosts Charleston Southern
today (Saturday) at 2 p.m.

Men’s tennis

PC sweeps honors:
Presbyterian’s Daniel Stenger
was named Big South Player of
the Week Wednesday, while
teammate Nicholas McKinney
was selected as Freshman of the
Week.

Stenger went 3-0 last week,
winning one singles match and a
pair of doubles matches.
McKinney went 4-0 last week,
winning two singles and two
doubles matches.

PC hosted Belmont Abbey
Friday and visits Davidson today
(Saturday).

Football

PC nabs recruit: Irmo High
School football defensive back
Oka Emmanwori announced on
Twitter Thursday that he has
committed to Presbyterian
College’s Class of 2023.

In the post Emmanwori is
shown in one photo wearing a
Presbyterian  jersey,  while
announcing he is officially com-
mitted to the Blue Hose pro-
gram.

“Without God, my family, close
friends, and all my coaches, I
wouldn’t be in this position today.”

Dr. McCartha & Dr. McClary

ORTHODONTICS

Specializing in Braces and Invisalign
for Children, Adolescents, Adults

Temporomandibular Joint Treatment
FOR FREE CONSULTATION CALL

833-4343

Emmanwori said in the post.

Conveniently located behind Laurens County Hospital
www.mccortho.com
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Sonya Y. Adams
864-341-1200

876 Airport Road ¢ Clinton
Located inside the H.D. Payne Building

S&S SERVICES
HEATING & COOLING

998-4370 - 303-5089
1-800-710-8722
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SMALL Jobs as Well as BIG Ones!

| *Refinish Headlights

| *Bulb Replace (turn signals)

| *Reattach Rearview or Side Mirrors

1 s Power Windows and Door Hinges Repaired

SPECIAL OF THE MONTH

Wrecker Service (During Working Hours)
in the City

WE ALSO PAINT LAWN FURNITURE, REFRIGERATORS, ETC.

1206 East Farley Ave.—Laurens, SC
864-984-4311 « Fax 864-984-4767

MON.-THURS. 8-6 * FRIDAY 8-12 « CLOSED SATURDAY
Email: Shererbodyshop@backroads.net

Dale Byers Detailing sl’e“cer &

A Gar & Truck SONS

ccessories -

Wash, Wax & Detailing Bu“ders
Window Tinting 5228 Hwy. 221S

"Paintless Dent Repair"

Financing Available

Tonneau Covers ¢ Tool Boxes
Step Barse*Vent Shades
Brush Guards ¢ Spray-In Bed
Liners * B&W Hitches
WeatherTech ¢ Vehicle

Lettering * And More!

2485 Hwy. 221 S., Laurens

864-681-1656
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DESIGNS SIZE SGNS

COME & SEE OUR NEW DIGITAL PRINTER

We now do sign maintenance.

www. 1signdesigns.com
= = e T

LICENSED & BONDED
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Free Estimates!

864-684-3755

Roofing, Siding, Window
Replacement, Drywall,
Interior Trim
Also Seamless Gutters
ALL RESIDENTIAL NEEDS
INSIDE AND OUT!
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For any job you need done right, just ask.
Mowing, Trimming, Leaf Blowing & More

Stan Thompson, Owner/Operator
stan.thompson31@gmail.com

864-871-4923
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Free Estlmates

(864) 994-4909
(864) 923-2123

(864) 923-0052
Mountville, $C
Locally owned and operated
for over 25 years!
¢ Licensed & Insured ¢
Residential & Commercial
Insurance Accepted &

No Money Up Front

Now Offering Financing

i RN RN

BLOCK : BRICK

MASONRY * STONE
CONCRETE
FINISHING

LICENSED & BONDED
981-6438

CURTIS SPEAKS
OWNER/OPERATOR

[] RTURNERG 1 @BELLSOUTH.NET

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT U
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Laurens, SC
Near Hwy. 252 & Cain Rd.

TJ S Scrap Metal &

Recycling Center, LLC

Upstates Cleanest Scrap Yard
We Buy Junk Cars, Trucks & All Types of Scrap Metal

WE PAY TOP PRICES!

pé)er - Batteries
. Le + Appliances
- Stainless Steel - Radiators

-AIum & Alum. Cans . Brass

Cans
Extra .05
Cents Per Ib.
with This

100 Ibs. With L o
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Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday 8am.-2p.m.

939 Henderson Road, Gray Court, SC 29645 * Office: 876-5595 Cell: 981-1072
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BsB Landscaping ?f‘

& Tree Service

* Tree Removal ¢ Stump Removal

%“ﬁ * Landscaping

1? Ilg * Lawn Maintenance
. * Gravel Driveways

* [rrigation Installation

» . & Maintenance
Remote Controlled Stump Grmder for "Hard To Get To" Places

Will Brown - 864-567-3033

Licensed & Insured
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