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Raider boys
In must-win
territory

By Nick Herman
Sports Editor

The 2018-19 Laurens boys’ bas-
ketball season has essentially come
down to one game: Win or else.

The Raiders faced that predica-
ment after Tuesday night’s 58-54
loss to the T.L. Hanna Yellow
Jackets in their home finale. The
loss dropped Laurens to 10-15 on
the season and 5-8 in Region 1-5A
play, and placed the team in a
three-way tie with J.L. Mann and
Greenwood for fourth place. If the
Raiders were to defeat Greenwood
Friday night in the regular-season
finale, they would be guaranteed a
spot in the state tournament next
week.

A loss, however, would require a
Mann loss to Wade Hampton to
keep any slim playoff hopes alive
for Laurens. A Mann victory, cou-
pled with a Raider loss to the
Eagles, would all-but end any hope
of making the tournament.

“We're battling. Every night is a
dogfight,” Laurens Head Coach
Ryan Walker said. “I’'m not really
into moral victories - they’re still
losses - but those five seniors had a
big old hand in coming from a
four-win team three years ago to
10 wins last year, to right now sit-
ting at 10.”

Laurens trailed for much of the
game Tuesday night against
Hanna, save one stretch in the first
half. With the Raiders trailing 10-2
with 1:05 left in the first quarter,
Dee Foster got scorching hot from
the field. Foster hit six straight
field goals and accounted for 15
straight points, part of a team-high
27-point performance. Following
Foster’s 15-point run, a J’Von
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SENIOR CLASS — Senior members of the Laurens boys’

and the cheerleading squad,

were honored before Tuesday’s home finale with T.L. Hanna.

Harris basket with 3:55 left in the
half gave the Raiders a 19-17 lead.

“Dee’s improved a lot from last
year to this year. He’s one of our
best players when he’ in the right
frame of mind,” Walker said.
“Tonight he was good. He kept us
init”

But as soon as things spun in
Laurens’ favor, the Yellow Jackets
took the momentum right back.
Hanna scored on four straight pos-
sessions and six of their last seven
in the first half, part of a 12-0 run
that gave the Yellow Jackets a 29-
19 lead at the half. Hanna never
trailed the rest of the night.

Laurens did put up a good fight
in the second half, rallying from
down as many as 16 points to get
within three, 52-49, with 1:07 left
in the game on a 3-pointer from
Foster. Hanna responded with a
basket from Ja’hem Handy and
four free throws from Avery Jones
in the final 46.7 seconds to finally
put the game away.

Dravious Copeland also fin-
ished in double figures for

Laurens, scoring 12 points.

@ Clean out your Piggy Bank & 0
come by to check out our

« Tax Time Savings Deals!

Give us a call today at

864-682-5626

T.L. Hanna 56, Laurens Girls
37: Tuesday’s loss saw many of the
hallmarks of the Raiders over the
season - a cold-shooting offense
with far too many missed layups
and turnovers.

Laurens had 27 turnovers, which
led to 17 points for the Yellow
Jackets. The Raiders also gave up a
20-5 run from near the midway
point in the second quarter through
the first two-thirds of the third
quarter. That gave the Yellow
Jackets a 34-14 lead and, effective-
ly, put any hope of a Raiders victo-
ry to bed.

The Raiders finally found their
offense in the fourth quarter, run-
ning off 15 of the last 25 points in
the game, and finished the quarter
with 20 points - three more than
the first three quarters combined.

Qua Fortson had 10 points for
the Raiders (6-17, 2-11).

CHS boys ice tourney spot, girls falter

By Nick Herman

Sports Editor

The Clinton varsity basketball
teams wrapped up their regular
seasons Tuesday night with a trip to
Woodruff, splitting their games
against the Wolverines.

As a result, both Red Devil
squads will play in the state tour-
nament.

Clinton’s boys wrapped fourth
place in Region 3-3A with a 67-57
victory over Woodruff, finishing
the regular season with an §8-13
overall mark - but a 5-5 record in
region play.

Ahmari Bates had a team-high
24 points for the Red Devils,
including 11 of 13 free throws
against Woodruff. J.D. Payne
added 20 points.

“I'm so proud of this team,”
Clinton Head Coach Eddie
Romines said. “We hustled,
rebounded, played tough, aggres-
sive defense and did a great job of
executing our offensive game
plan.”

Thanks to the win, Clinton will
start Class 3A Tournament play
Tuesday night at Chapman. The
game will tip at 6:30 p.m.

Clinton’s girls suffered a 55-39
loss in their finale against the
Wolverines, falling to 17-5 overall
and 5-5 in region play.

De’Shanti Watts had 13 points,
while  teammates  Savanna
Campbell and Terriauna Bennett
each scored 11. Clinton Head
Coach John Gardner said his team
played hard for three quarters, but
got beat mentally and physically in
the fourth quarter.

Clinton begins

tournament

THOMAS

MECHANICAL
HEATING & COOLING ¢ REFRIGERATION

Heat pumps.

Call Thomas Mechanical
for New Year Specials
on Furnaces and

864-681-4247

CALL THOMAS MECHANICAL

Quaetory

We install, replace and repair Carrier, Lennox, Trane, Rheem, Goodman,
Heil, Tempstar, Intertherm, Nordyne, Ruud, Payne, American Standard,
Bryant, Coleman, and York air conditioning and heat pumps at the most
reasonable rates around. CALL TODAY!

Sue Duglas Roof ing @ Repalr

Roofing & Repair ® Pressure Washing
Deck Building & Repair ¢ Gutter Cleaning p
Paint & Stain e Hand Rails
Cool Seal - Mobile Homes

Prompt Response & Reasonable Rates

Owner
Sue D. Penland

Call 864-871-2772 or 864-871-5574

Dale Byers Detailing
Car & Truck
Accessories

Wash, Wax & Detailing
Window Tinting
"Paintless Dent Repair"

Financing Available

Tonneau Covers * Tool Boxes
Step Barse*Vent Shades
Brush Guards ¢ Spray-In Bed
Liners * B&W Hitches
WeatherTech ¢ Vehicle

Lettering * And More!

2485 Hwy. 221 S., Laurens
864-681-1656

SDEHCEP &
sons

Builders
5228 Hwy. 221S

LICENSED & BONDED
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Free Estimates!

864-684-3755

Roofing, Siding, Window
Replacement, Drywall,
Interior Trim
Also Seamless Gutters
ALL RESIDENTIAL NEEDS

INSIDE AND OUT!

Builders, LLC

General Contractor

(adivision of On-Site Builders, LLC){

-RESIDENTIAL
-COMMERCIAL
-INDUSTRIAL

Jamie Miller:864-200-7258 B
buildersonsite@yahoo.com  www.OnSiteBuildersLLC.com |,
Facebook. com/OnSnteBuﬂdersLLC

Cuts 'N Such Lawn Care

For any job you need done right, just ask.
Mowing, Trimming, Leaf Blowing & More &

Stan Thompson, Owner/Operator
stan.thompson31@gmail.com

864-871-4923

Free Estimates

(864) 994-4909
(864) 923-2123
(864) 923-0052
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J J IGN<>< ANY KIND of
DESFIGNS SIZESIGNS

COME & SEE OUR NEW DIGITAL PRINTER
We now do sign maintenance.
www. 1signdesigns.com

Mountville, $C
Locally owned and operated
for over 25 years!
¢ Licensed & Insured ¢
Residential & Commercial
Insurance Accepted &

No Money Up Front

Now Offering Financing
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action Monday night at Southside.
The game is slated for a 7 p.m.
start.

LA Boys: The Laurens
Academy boys’ basketball team
opened the Region 2-A

Tournament Tuesday night with a
long-range barrage as it routed
Palmetto, 61-22, at Newberry
Academy.

The Crusaders hit 13 3-point
baskets in the game, with Noah
Moore hitting five of them. Moore
finished with 21 points through
the first three quarters. Dawson
Foster hit four 3-pointers and
scored 14 points.

Laurens  Academy  held
Palmetto Christian to 12 points in
the first half before shutting out
Palmetto in the third quarter,
which was 0-for-9 from the field
in the third. The Crusaders led by
26 at the half and coasted home
from there.

The Crusaders (11-13) took on
Anderson Christian Friday night at
5:30 pm., at Greenwood
Christian. The game was to be fol-
lowed by the LA girls’ tournament
opener against W.W. King, which
eliminated Cambridge with a 28-
25 decision Tuesday night. The
winners of Fridays games will
play in the championship round
today (Saturday).

COLLEGE
Women’s basketball
Hampton 79, Presbyterian 62
(Tuesday): Kacie Halls record

MQ

S&S SERVICES

HEATING & COOLING

Banquet/Wedding/Meeting/Party Facilities

Great Photo Locations * Dance Floor
Full Catering Facilities * Full Bar Available * Elegant Decor
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night for the Blue Hose was all for
naught as the team lost its sixth
straight game.

Hall hit a program-record seven
3-pointers as she finished with a
game-high 27 points. The seven 3-
pointers moved Hall to seventh
place in career 3-pointers at PC,
passing Kristen Stevens. Hall now
has 146 made 3-pointers in her
career.

One of Hall’s 3-pointers pushed
PC up by 11 points, 23-12, before
the Pirates stormed back with a 30-
6 run to grab a 42-29 lead early in
the second half.

Hampton did much of its dam-
age at the foul line, hitting all 21
attempts it had. PC went 11-for-14
in comparison.

Salina Virola had 12 points and
six rebounds. Hall, along with her
scoring, added five boards and
three assists.

PC (4-17 overall, 2-8 Big South)
hosts Winthrop today (Saturday) at
2 p.m., and will immediately be
followed by the PC men’s game
against Gardner-Webb.

Men’s tennis

South Carolina 7,
Presbyterian 0 (Wednesday):
The Blue Hose were shut out
against the Gamecocks.

Nicholas McKinney (No. 4 sin-
gles) came the closest to picking
up a point for PC, falling 6-2, 7-5
in his match.

PC hosts Coastal Carolina and
Lee in separate matches today
(Saturday).

998-4370 - 303-5089
1-800-710-8722
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NEW RETAIL
WEBSITE

Go to
AugiesGuns.com

FOR GREAT DEALS!
Certified Gunsmith

Price Matching on
Many ltems

Laurens, SC
Near Hwy. 252 & Cain Rd.

STEVE SMITH

]

DO BERERER

BLOCK : BRICK

MASONRY * STONE
CONCRETE
FINISHING

LICENSED & BONDED
981-6438

CURTIS SPEAKS

P4 |F| OWNER/OPERATOR
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TJ'S Scrap Metal &

Recycling Center, LLC

Upstates Cleanest Scrap Yard
% We Buy Junk Cars, Trucks & All Types of Scrap Metal

Copper
. Le (5)
» Stainless Steel

WE PAY TOP PRICES!

. AIum & Alum. Cans

- Batteries

- Appliances
- Radiators
. Brass

100 Ibs. With L
This Ad*
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Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday 8am.-2p.m.
939 Henderson Road, Gray Court, SC 29645 * Office: 876-5595 Cell: 981-1072

Cans
Extra .05
Cents Per Ib.
with This

Ad*
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BEB Landscaping ﬁ‘ :

& Tree Service

» Tree Removal * Stump Removal
ot !
%4 ¢ Lawn Maintenance

3

. * Gravel Driveways

Remote Controlled Stump Grmder for "Hard To Get To" Places

Will Brown - 864-567-3033

e Landscaping

* [rrigation Installation
& Maintenance
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Licensed & Insured




