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The South Carolina House
of Representatives will be
considering a bill that would
up the price on texting and
driving in the state.

If approved and signed into
law, the bill would make it
illegal for motorists to use
hand-held communication
devices while driving and
signif icantly increase the
penalties against those who
are caught. It was approved
Wednesday by the full House
Education and Public Works
Committee and now moves to
the full House of
Representatives for approval.

“We are pleased to see
movement with the important
proposed legislation and
commend lawmakers for
addressing the epidemic of
distracted driving,” AAA
Carolinas spokesperson
Tiffany Wright said in a news
release. “This bill is about
saving lives and making our
South Carolina roads safer
for everyone.”

The proposed law would
signif icantly stiffen the
penalties for texting and
driving that is already on the
books in the state. Current
f ines are $25, but could
increase to $200 or more if

the law is passed.
But law enforcement off i-

cials and proponents of the
law say the price of not doing
something is much more
dear.

In 2018, there were 19,381
collisions resulting in 65
fatalities and 7,939 injuries
that were attributed to dis-
tracted driving, according to
the South Carolina
Department of Public Safety.

Laurens County was among
the state leaders in traff ic
fatalities with 35 traff ic-
related deaths in 2018,
according to statistics from
the Laurens County
Coroner’s Off ice. Local law
enforcement off icials have
said distracted driving is now
the leading cause of traff ic
accidents in Laurens County
and beyond.

“The number of crashes
due to distracted driving is
staggering, but we believe
the statistics are actually
higher,” Wright said. “Law
enforcement seldom codes a
crash proven to be a direct
result from distraction
because it is too diff icult to
prove, and motorists aren’t
going to readily admit they
were driving distracted
behind the wheel.”

The hands-free bill would
prohibit drivers from han-

dling their phone and other
electronic devices while driv-
ing. Law enforcement off i-
cers would be allowed to stop
drivers for holding a phone
and the bill would no longer
require an accompanying
charge, such as speeding or
violation of seat belt laws.

Georgia has already passed
a hands-free law, which went
into effect July 1, 2018.
According to AAA, 13 of 15
other states with similar laws
saw at least a 16-percent
decrease in traff ic fatalities
since the laws went into
effect.

The South Carolina bill
was introduced in December
by Republican Rep. Bill
Taylor of Aiken.
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which has lasted more than
the few days originally
planned because it needed to
be relocated to the Historic
Courthouse grounds.

"In the process they found
an old water storage tank,
between the courthouse and
the Capitol Theater," Wood
said. The 130-year-old con-
crete water tank appeared to
have a domed top and wasn’t
on any of the CPW maps or
records.

"CPW wasn’t created until
1922, so it was put in back
probably 40 years before we
were here," said Wood. "The
manhole was paved over so
it had barely any water in it,
but a guy dropped down in
there to measure it."

City of Laurens Special
Projects Director Tommy
Burns had known the tank
was there, Wood said, but
the subject never came up
until CPW crews found it as
part of that routine hydrant
replacement. Measurements
taken his past week showed
it to be about 20-by-20 foot,

and it would have held about
47,000 gallons of water.
Wood said it’s good infor-
mation to document so
crews in the future don’t risk
hitting it. 

The discovery of under-
ground materials were not
welcomed, however, when
gas line replacement crews
on Fleming Street were held
up after coming across parts
of the foundation from a for-
mer Laurens Mill store or
off ice. Located under the

parking lot 
Across from Williams

Barber Shop, the decades
old building materials were
in the path of the line-
replacement that has been
going on in the city since
November.

"It will probably take a
month longer than planned
because of all the rain we’ve
had," Wood said, "and f ind-
ing parts of that foundation
is why they’re still on
Fleming Street.”
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VOTE TUESDAY, MARCH 5
Your Vote Will Make the Difference!

RE-ELECT
SYLVIA

STODDARD
DOUGLAS

Laurens City Council
Ward 3

A VOTE FOR SYLVIA IS A VOTE FOR GOD, FAMILY & COMMUNITY
paid for by the candidate

SYLVIA DOUGLAS BRINGS:
•12 years of PROVEN LEADERSHIP for practical, common

sense solutions.
•The ability to plan, manage and make tough decisions as a team

within LAURENS CITY COUNCIL
•A full-time commitment to the office
•Actively represents WARD 3
•A neighborhood-based outlook with timely upgrades for WARD 3

“My most recent 12-year goal was working with council in
the 2016 upgrade for the Laurens City Park with a
wheelchair swing for children with special needs.”

CALL SYLVIA AT 983-2746 WITH YOUR CONCERNS, COMMENTS,
QUESTIONS & IDEAS FOR A BETTER COMMUNITY
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POTENTIAL DETOURS — The CSX and Carolina Piedmont railroads have been announc-
ing an upcoming closure of the railroad crossing at East Main Street, Laurens, effective
Monday, Feb. 11. Ties are to be replaced as part of regular maintenance. Other railroad
crossings in Laurens could also be be impacted eventually as work is continues through-
out the city.

— Utility —

— Trash —
(Continued from page 1)

point for county leaders,
who decided to enter into a
deal with Twin Chimney for
$17 per ton.

While the convenience sta-
tions will continue to oper-
ate as normal, private
haulers will not be able to
use the convenience sites to
drop off large loads of refuse
at those sites. They will have
to take their loads to Twin
Chimney or another landf ill
where they will be responsi-
ble for tipping fees,
Satterf ield said, adding that
Greenville County has
offered the same $17 per ton
price to private haulers from
Laurens County.

Since the closing of the
transfer station, private
haulers dropping off loads of
waste at the convenience
sites has already caused
early weekend closures.

"Our county ordinance
says the sites are for day-to-
day household trash," said
Chris Gurga, Laurens
County solid waste and recy-
cling manager. "We sympa-
thize with the private
haulers, but we’re not
equipped to handle that."

Construction waste can
continue to be delivered to
the Curry Lake landf ill in
Gray Court.

County off icials are look-
ing into building its own
transfer station, which
would be centrally located in
the county, Satterf ield said.

"We are looking at all of
our options, and one would
be to construct a much
smaller version of the one in
Clinton," he said. "It was
much larger than what we
would need. It’s early in the
game, and we have to look at
all of our options there and
the cost. We will do what is
most economical for the cit-
izens of Laurens County."
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