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Mary Kate Black

Alumni Spotlight:
Mary Kate Black

The District invites you to meet
some Laurens alumni who have
joined us as teachers and faculty of
Laurens County School District 55.
Mary Kate Black has taken some
time to look back on memories from
high school, favorite teachers and
faculty, and give us an opportunity to
learn more about her and her accom-
plishments thus far.

The dedication and loyalty of
Laurens alumni in our school district
are legendary. Laurens alumni make
extraordinary things happen in our
classrooms and schools. The District
is grateful to have them back with us
impacting the future leaders of
America.

What year did you graduate? I
graduated in 2013

What is your overriding memo-
ry from high school? Being con-
stantly involved with student council,
doing service projects and attending
conferences representing LDHS.

Who was your favorite
teacher/faculty member at the
high school? Brooke Yarbrough, she
pushed me, listened to me, and chal-
lenged me. She is one of my good
friends.

What activities were you
involved in at the high school?
Student Council, Marching Band,
Beta Club, NHS, Soccer

Details of further/ higher educa-
tion: Presbyterian College ‘16 — BA
Political Science;  Teaching
Certification ‘17, LSU- Expected
Spring of ‘19, M. ED in Educational
Leadership

Where do you teach? What sub-
ject and grade level do you teach?

Laurens District 55 High School —
9th grade World Geography and
AVID 10th grade.

Tell us about yourself- family,
where you live, etc. I married an
LDHS alumnus, Collin Black ‘13,
who went to Wofford College ‘17
and we live in Simpsonville.

‘What do you think your greatest
accomplishment is thus far? I
believe my greatest accomplishment
so far is joining Teach for America in
Baton Rouge, La. and serving as a
teacher for two years in an inner city
school.
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United Way offers free books,
reading event Saturday afternoon

By Judith Brown
Staff Writer

The United Way of Laurens
County (UWLC) is looking for
children this weekend as it hosts its
first ever Interactive Story Time,
an event planned for Saturday
afternoon at Edmunds Hall on the
campus of Presbyterian College.

“We have been posting this
everywhere and flyers went out to
the schools,” said UWLC execu-
tive director Alesia Carter.

The Feb. 9 event is planned for 1
to 4 p.m. Saturday and it allows
families with children of all ages
to participate for either a portion
or the entire Interactive Story
Time.

“We are hoping for a lot of chil-
dren to come and get a free book
and tour the City of Clinton fire
truck and get to participate in the
different interactive readings,
which will go on throughout the
afternoon,” Carter said. “We will
have Paw Patrol characters here,
and we are encouraging children
to come dressed as their favorite
book character. We’ll have a cos-
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TAX TIME SAVINGS! |
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GET 1 0% OFF

REGLINERS OR
SECTIONALS

FINANCING, DELIVERY & SET-UP AVAILABLE

ﬁ%me Sweet Home Interlors

Turmsﬁmgs' Appliances ® Accessories ® Bedding ® And More
100 Laurens St. ¢ Clinton ® 864-547-1700

(0ld Badcock Furniture building) * www.homesweethomeinteriors.net

McMURRAY DENTISTRY
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Dr. John McMurray |
Dentist

Sheila Smith
Assistant

Veronica Douglas, RDH
Dental Hygienist

*NEW PATIENTS
NOW BEING ACCEPTED

Our team is ready to help you have a healthy and beautiful smile!

Call us today!
984-4343

"Providing Quality Dental Services in a Caring, Christian Environment"
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Star Lawton
Office Manager

Donya Dean
Assistant

Stephanie Quarles, RDH
Dental Hygienist

*FREE COSMETIC AND
DENTURE CONSULTATIONS

DO YOU KNOW THE VACCINES AND
CHECK-UPS YOUR CHILD NEEDS¢

Homelown Pediatrics

864. 54/. 8300

Your medical home,

right here at home

www.carolinahealthcenters.org

Find us on:

facebook.

am Carolina
U Health
L Centers inc

' Pampered Luxury

1 One-Hour Massage, Facial & Feet Treat
1You Will Feel Like You Are Floating!

, My Time
| This Package Includes a One-Hour
|Massage along with a mani & pedi.

Pampered

Enjoy a 1/2 hour massage along
with a mani and pedi.

Quiet Time
One Hour Massage or
Two 1/2 Hour Sessions.

864-984-4201 v

608 B FLEMING ST. §
LAURENS, SC ¢
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tume contest for different age
groups.”

The importance of literacy and
reading for young children has
always been a priority for the
United Way of Laurens County,
Carter said, so when the Dolly
Parton Imagination Library fund-
ing sources dried up, the board and
staff decided to offer this
Interactive Story Time to help
show children of all ages how fun
reading can be.

With the Imagination Library,
the 0-4-year-old children who
were signed up received free
books in the mail from the Dolly
Parton Imagination Library foun-
dation, Carter said, but the pro-
gram required Laurens County
United Way to cover all the
postage for each book sent to par-
ticipating Laurens County chil-
dren.

“We had someone who funded
most of the postage and when we
lost that funding source, we tried
to keep it going for a year but it
was costing our United Way from
$34,000 to $36,000 a year,” Carter
said. “But literacy is so important

so we are trying this Interactive
Story Time and we will be able to
reach a much wider range of
ages.”

UWLC  volunteer Aryele
Redmond and PC student and
UWLC intern Sage Hinkleman
have put in most of the work, and
they’re bringing in other volunteer

narrators and readers from the
community. The non-profit has
also been collecting books hoping
to have plenty of children’s books
to give away Saturday afternoon.

“We think this will be a lot of
fun for the children,” Carter said.
“And it’s a free event for the
familes.”

WASTE INDUSTRIES WILL BE
CHANGING GARBAGE PICK-UP DAYS
FORTHE CITY OF LAURENS

STARTING THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 4.

Stickers have been placed on the top
of every active garbage cart and
postcards have been mailed to make
everyone aware of this change.

All Residents of Gray Court Are Invited to Come

MEET & GREET
SCOTT COOK

Candidate for Mayor of Gray Court

VOTE FOR

SCOTT
COOK

MARCH 5

SATURDAY, FEB. 16 * 11 A.M.-2 PM.
367 W. MAIN ST.

GRAY COURT

at the Renovated Retail

Building next door to the former
Curry Hardware building

YOUR SUPPORT IN THE

GRAY COURT
MAYORAL
ELECTION

IS APPRECIATED
paid for by the candidate

"1 CAN FIX YOUR COMPUTER!

871 _369 4 VERY REASONABLE RATES pr

!| LEAVE MESSAGE

NEW & REFURBISHED
COMPUTERS
FOR SALE

<X 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

= CRN

COMPUTER SERVICE

1 MAKE
HOUSE CALLS! .

\WANTED « WANTED

POOLE S TREE EXPERTS

WILL BEAT ANYBODY'S PRICES!

ALL JOBS GUARANTEED!

All Types of Tree Care
Removal, Stump Grinding

LICENSED INSURED (864)

BONDED
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Well’'s Home
Improvements

We Do Gutters, Siding & Windows, Metal

& Shingle Roofs, Decks & Room Additions,

Aluminum Awnings, Window Specials,
Bath & Kitchen, Remodeling
20 Years Experience * Fully Licensed
Call Us for Special on
Window Replacement!

864-200-1867 or
' 547-1540
"| ALL WORK GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES
FINANCING AVAILABLE

8761518 or 266-5481

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards & Pay Pal

Well's Home Improvements

ROOFING °§

We Do Roof Repairs

i No job too big or too
small — we do it all!

. We Also Install Mountain Rock
| NO MONLEY UPFRONT
Financing Available
Call 864-200-1867 or
E 547-1540
FREE ESTIMATES

*Lot Clearing
*Construction
*Fertilization

| 28 YEARS IN UPSTATE

*Spraying
*Tree Removal
*Trimming
*Thinning

Metal or
m shingle

THOMAS BURTON & SCOTT EMERY
864-895-1852 ¢ EMERYTREESERVICE.COM

"WANTED « WANTED ¢ WANTED e WANTED WANTED

Buying junk cars,

860-637-7603 *

equipment for scrap. We also

provide auto transporting service.
Call for Quote!

trucks and farm
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864-871-0980
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969-6480

871-0272
CALL ANYTIME

’ * Free Estimates »
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-Gravel Hauling
-Backhoe Service
-Bohcat Service
-Septic Tank Repair

684-8085

;1,984-0173 2

POOLE'S TREE EXPERTS

WILL BEAT ANYBODY'S PRICES!
ALL JOBS GUARANTEED!
All Types of Tree Care
Removal, Stump Grinding

82555l (261) 87641513 oF 266-5080
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We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards & Pay Pal

1 BERICK,
£ sTONE & BLOCK [/ &
Y MASONRY

Brick veneer, mobile

home underpinning,

foundations, small
concrete jobs. Any kind
of brick or block work.

"}, 864-993-9346 | s
1] Junior Grant =

" 860-547-3027 [ ¢

Bruce Grant



