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On Tuesday community
members gathered to learn
more about and to applaud the
work of the Laurens County
Disabilities and Special
Needs Board, which serves
employees who are working to
best assist those served by the
agency.

LCDSNB executive director
Jason Tavenner praised the
300 employees who handle
programs, the direct services
staff and others, but the annu-
al meeting this year highlight-
ed the success of Diverse
Solutions, the new program
which has increased the num-
bers of people with disabili-
ties who have found fulf illing
work this year.

Tavenner also presented the
2019 Von Sinclair Award for
Advocacy and Service to
Beneftfocus. Through
efforts led by Benefitfocus
employee and Laurens
native David Finley, the
company and its employ-
ees have been instrumen-
tal for many years in pro-
viding funding and dona-
tions for LCDSNB initia-
tives such as the collection
of Christmas gifts and
helping to fund summer
camps.

A video offered glimpses of

just a few of those served by
LCDSNB who have been able
to f ind work, and employers
spoke about the positive
impact their new LCDSN
employees have already made
to their workforce.

“Project Hope had teamed
up with our Woodruff store,
and I began to think we could
do something positive like

that at the Laurens store,” said
Michael Buhrmaster, a man-
ager of the Robertson’s Ace
Hardware in Laurens.

Employment Specialist
Cortni Motes teamed the store
up with a 27-year-old employ-
ee, who has proved to do a
great job in shelving properly
and remembering where
everything goes, Buhrmaster

said.
“I think as much as he helps

us, it’s benefiting him because
he’s able to interact with oth-
ers about his own age,”
Buhrmaster said, “and I think
that’s really the most positive
benefit.”

Karla Gray with Renfro said
the sock distribution company
has already hired six employ-
ees and it plans to add to that
number through Diverse
Solutions.

Jake Cooper of Riverside

Garage and Tires in Laurens
also gave a positive report.

“We’ve already had an
employee through Voc Rehab
and this is our third year with
him. We hired an employee
with Laurens County
Disability in September,”
Cooper said.

Formerly American Wheel
and Tire, the family-owned
business has been positively
impressed by the work of their
employee, Cooper said.

The same sentiment was

expressed by Kelly Holdway,
the director of Pet
Commander kennels in Gray
Court, who has already hired
three people through LCD-
SNB, and she said she learns
important lessons from them.

“It’s hard to be mad about
the small things when every-
one around you is happy,”
Holdway said.

For more information about
hiring employees through
Diverse Solutions, contact
Motes at 864-715-2165.
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OBITUARIES
James L. Campbell

James Larry “Clyde”
Campbell of 1208 Compton
Road, Clinton, went home to
be with his Savior on Jan. 3,
2019, after
an extended
illness. He
is survived
by his
w i d o w ,
Mary Anne
C .
C a m p b e l l ;
two sons,
Jay Earl
C a m p b e l l
of Waterloo
and James
Lewis Campbell (Karrame)
of Clinton and their children,
Willow Campbell and Gage
Campbell. He is also sur-
vived by his brother, Jerry
M. Campbell (Pat)
of Laurens; a sister in
law, Melba Campbell
of Laurens; and numerous

nieces and nephews.
Services were held Jan. 17,

at Grace Covenant
Presbyterian Church,
Laurens, with the Rev. David
Bonner off iciating. In lieu of
flowers memorials may be
made to: Hospice of Laurens

County or the Laurens
County Animal Shelter.

James L.
Campbell

Dear Fellow Residents of SC House District 14,

As a farmer, I know the wisdom and knowledge that comes from managing a

successful farm operation. Experience matters and there is only one candidate

running for South Carolina House District 14 that has the necessary

experience to represent the people of District 14. That candidate is Stewart

Jones.

Stewart Jones is the only candidate who has been elected to serve the people

at the county council level and he has represented the people with the passion

and commitment most people talk about, but few actually exhibit in their

personal actions. The experience he has gained on county council will be a

tremendous benef it to Laurens and Greenwood Counties in Columbia.

I’ve known Stewart for many years, he’s a man of character and integrity. He’s

a husband, a father, a successful business owner, and county councilman.  His

success and accomplishments to-date are a result of hard work, commitment,

professional maturity and passion for serving others.

His success serving on county council has been so well received that he was

recently unopposed in his re-election to a second term.

Stewart Jones is an advocate for the people he serves. He has tirelessly fought

to reduce government waste, prevent tax increases, and defend our property

rights. His efforts in the telephone audit or “line to nowhere” and the credit

card audit have resulted in thousands of dollars in savings for the taxpayers of

Laurens County!

Do you want less wasteful spending and more accountability in Columbia? Do

you want a Representative who will work with others to promote District 14?

Then, please join me on February 19th in electing Stewart Jones as our next

South Carolina House Representative because experience, character and

integrity matter!

Sincerely,

Rick Shealy

Cross Hill, SCPaid Advertisement

SC House of Representatives • District 14
DEMOCRATIC & REPUBLICAN

PRIMARIES
TUESDAY, FEB. 19

Lines will be Shortest
10 a.m.-Noon & 2 p.m.-5 p.m.

Lines Are Longest at 7 a.m.

Eligible voters must be residents of House District 14

SCOTT COOK
Candidate for Mayor of Gray Court

VOTE FOR

SCOTT
COOK

MARCH 5
paid for by the candidate

DEDICATED LEADERSHIP
FOR ALL THE PEOPLE

OF GRAY COURT
I sincerely appreciate your
support and humbly ask for

your vote on March 5.

Call Eddie Hall 684-1210
2 Locations to Serve You:

Little River Trading Co., 211 Hillcrest Dr., Laurens •Hwy 221 S., Cold Point

Buy or
Rent to Own
New & Used

WWW.PREMIERBUILDINGS.US

• New & Used Cabins & Storage Buildings
• 1 & 2 Car Metal Carports & Garages

Financing
Available

No Credit CheckLowest Prices in Town • Free Delivery
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SOLD IT…

FOUND IT…
FIXED IT…
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ADVOCATE — Laurens County Disabilities and Special
Needs Board executive director Jason Tavenner, right, pres-
ents the 2019 Von Sinclair Award for Advocacy and Service
to Jason Eary, a leader with Benefitfocus.

Diverse Solutions applauded at LCDSNB breakfast


