
By Judith Brown
Staff Writer

Haden Copeland admits
that a pizza order and an
insurance policy are not at all
similar, but the young
Clinton native said years of
working in the food industry
does teach you about cus-
tomer service, and he’s tak-
ing that knowledge into a
new venture as the owner of
The Copeland Agency. The
business includes his mom,
Beth Copeland, and his
younger sister, Sara Beth
Copeland.

"I worked at Dempsey’s in
high school and college and

have managed it for the last
f ive years, and they taught
me everything about running
a business," Copeland said of
his bosses at the Clinton
pizza restaurant. 

Business is about "taking
care of people and doing
things the right way,"
Copeland said, so when he
learned that the Allstate
owner, Jeff Smith, planned to
sell the business, he quickly
decided it was a great oppor-
tunity.

His mom, Beth has already
worked there for many years,
and she offered to stay on
and help. His sister, Sara
Beth, was looking for a good

use of her recent bachelor’s
degree in business. 

Smith gave the siblings
time to become certif ied as
agents in the insurance busi-
ness, and the timing worked
out well for the Copeland
family to take over now,
since Smith just accepted a
position in the Washington
D.C. area.

As for close working con-
ditions with the family, none
of them are concerned about
it.

"Sara Beth and I worked
together at Dempsey’s for
years," Copeland said. "We
know what to expect from
each other."
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FAMILY TIES — Haden Copeland, left, welcomed friends, families and fellow Chamber of
Commerce members to a ribbon cutting Thursday morning at The Copeland Agency, the
Allstate provider on West Main Street in Clinton. As the agency’s new owner, Hayden will run
the agency with his sister, Sara Beth Copeland, right, and their mother, Beth Copeland.

Keeping the family close in new business

By John Clayton
Editor

Three people were arrested
Monday by Laurens County
Sheriff ’s deputies on weapons,
drug and other charges follow-
ing a traffic
stop Monday
near Enoree.

According
to reports
from the
LCSO, a
deputy spot-
ted a vehicle
displaying a
dealer tag.
The deputy
was familiar
with the
vehicle due
to a previous
incident and
was aware
that it was
not pur-
chased from
a dealership. 

When the
d e p u t y
attempted to
pull over the
vehicle, the
d r i v e r ,
Michael Leon Killingsworth,
allegedly failed to stop for the
deputy’s blue light, turning
onto Ora County Park Road. 

Killingsworth pulled over a
short time later. Then,
Killingsworth and two passen-
gers in the vehicle attempted to
flee on foot, according to the
report.

While searching the area,
deputies found a purse that
contained a small amount of
marijuana. During a search of
the vehicle, deputies discov-

ered a sawed-off shotgun.
Deputies tracked down

Killingsworth, 30, of Laurens
and arrested him along with
Andrea Summer Storey, 22, of
Gray Court and Charles
Michael Roberts, Jr., 32, of
Laurens.

Killingsworth is charged
with posses-
sion of a
firearm by a
person con-
victed of a
f e l o n y ,
i m p r o p e r
use of a
dealer tag,
d r i v i n g
under sus-
p e n s i o n
(third or
subsequent
offense), failure to stop for a
blue light (second or subse-
quent offense) and unlawful
possession of a sawed-off shot
gun or rifle.

Storey is charged with
unlawful possession of a
sawed-off shotgun or rifle,
possession of a firearm by a
person convicted of a violent
felony and possession of mari-
juana. Roberts faces the same
two weapons charges.

The three remained in the
Johnson Detenton Center
Thursday.

Grand larceny alleged on
Highway 221

A Fountain Inn man is facing
charges of grand larceny after
being arrested on Feb. 21 on
Highway 221 north of Laurens.

Daniel Claton Riddle, 61,
was accused of stealing a tire-
changing machine and other

items valued at more than
$2,000 after
being dis-
covered by
deputies at
an unoccu-
pied resi-
dence.

D e p u t i e s
d i s c ov e r e d
Riddle at the
r e s i d e n c e
after observ-
ing a vehicle
on the prop-
erty they knew to be aban-
doned.

Riddle’s grand larceny
charges are enhanced due to
his criminal history. He
remained in the Johnson
Detention Center Thursday.
His bond was set at $20,000.

Fire erupts in Cross Hill

A fire severely damaged a
mobile home on Leamon Street
Wednesday afternoon in Cross
Hill.

No one was injured in the
blaze. The Cross Hill Fire
Department responded to the
fire with support from several
other units.

The American Red Cross is
assisting members of the fami-
ly with their needs.

LCSO arrests 3 after traffic stop

By Judith Brown
Staff Writer

A community meeting will
be held in the Laurens City
Council Chambers in City
Hall next week to gauge com-
munity support and hear ideas
for the former Echo Theater.

The meeting was
announced in last week’s
meeting of Laurens City
Council, when Mayor John
Stankus asked that all council
members and members of the
public attend at 6 p.m.
Thursday, March 7 in second
floor council chambers of
City Hall.

Moderated by University of
South Carolina professor
Jennifer Gunter, the meeting
has been organized through a
cooperative effort with the
City of Laurens by Regan
Freeman of Clinton, who
hopes to see the community
come forward not just to dis-
cuss potential uses and reno-
vations of the former theater,
but also healing from the two
decades it served as the
racially-divisive Redneck
Shop. The building is at the
core of the Hollywood film,
Burden, which may be
released later this year.

Dr. Gunter is the director of
the South Carolina
Collaborative on Race and
Reconciliation, Freeman said.
Through talks with building
owner Rev. David Kennedy
and other stakeholders in the
community, the public meet-
ing was planned as a way to
begin conversations, "which
can allow residents of
Laurens to move past the
insane circus which resulted
when the Redneck Shop f irst
opened in Laurens and change
the narrative of the city," he
said.

Freeman also said efforts
are under way to begin reno-
vation plans for the building,
and a contractor has already
offered to repair the roof of
the deteriorating building at
no charge.

"We are trying to invite all
those who are invested in the
Laurens community and
would love to f ill the council
chambers with people from
all walks of life," Freeman
said.
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