
By John Clayton
Editor

As students were listening
Wednesday to keynote speaker
Derrick Barksdale during
Laurens District High School’s
Black History Month obser-
vance, they also heard a note
from legendary actress Cicely
Tyson.

When Barksdale, a native of
Ora and 1992 LDHS graduate,
asked “Is you the one?,” it was a
nod to Tyson and one of her most
famous roles, Jane Pittman from
the film, “The Autobiography of
Miss Jane Pittman.”

“I used the language of that
character,” said Barksdale, who
lives in Rock Hill but travels to
Laurens at least twice a week as
pastor of Duncan Creek Baptist
Church. “I asked, ‘Is you the
one?’ of the students because I
wanted them to reflect on that as
they go forward. Are they the
ones that will step up and break
down barriers and make history?
Are they the ones that will go on
and do what no one else has
done?”

Barksdale said he met and was
paired with Tyson, now 94, dur-
ing a professional speaker’s
training conference in Orlando
in 2008. The two worked togeth-
er at the conference and became
friends.

On the final day of the confer-
ence, he recalled Tyson morph-
ing once again into the character
of Pittman, a former slave who
lived to see the apex of the Civil
Rights Movement. In the film,
Pittman, as an elder in the com-
munity, held newborns and

would ask, “Is you the one?”
Barksdale, who is a cyber-

security expert and works in the
financial industry in Charlotte,
said it was good to be back at
LDHS after nearly 20 years. He
wanted to impart a message of
hope to a new generation of stu-

dents there.
“I wanted to tell them two

things – No. 1, education is key,
and No. 2, the sky is the limit
regardless of where you come
from, regardless of race or eco-
nomic status. You can accom-
plish anything.”
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Open!
We cordially invite you to visit and “meat up” with us!

The Country Meat Center
The BEST Meats • Fresh Seafood • Produce • Cakes from The Sweetery

10297 HWY. 221
WOODRUFF

864-476-0001
864-431-5879

HOURS:
Monday

Thru
Saturday

9 a.m.-7 p.m.

www.countrymeatcenter.com or Facebook: country meat center
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CHICKEN
BREASTS
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All Items While
Supplies Last!

$199 
lb.
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PORK CHOPS
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BOSTON BUTTS

99¢
lb. lb.
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Our team is ready to help you have a healthy and beautiful smile!

Call us today!
984-4343

"Providing Quality Dental Services in a Caring, Christian Environment"

*NEW PATIENTS
NOW BEING ACCEPTED

*FREE COSMETIC AND
DENTURE CONSULTATIONS

McMURRAY DENTISTRY
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LAURENS COUNTY NEWS
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NOW!

SAME-DAY DELIVERY
via the USPS to homes and

businesses in Laurens County

CASH, CHECK & ALL MAJOR CREDIT/DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

226 W. LAURENS ST. • LAURENS, SC 29360 • 864-984-2586
OFFICE HOURS: MON.-THURS. 8 A.M.-5 P.M. • FRI. 8 A.M.-NOON

$45PER
YR.

$75 per year outside Laurens County • $85 per year outside South Carolina

$200
ON A SET OF FOUR TIRES FROM
BRIDGESTONE, CONTINENTAL,
GOODYEAR, HANKOOK OR
PIRELLI WHEN PURCHASED WITH
A GM OR BUYPOWER CARD.**

OR

$100
WITH ANY OTHER FORM OF PAYMENT.

C H E V R O L E T
229 E MAIN ST. • LAURENS • SERVICE 864-984-3921

www.smithautos.com • SERVICE HOURS: M-F 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

*See participating U.S. dealer or mycertifiedservicerebates.com for details and rebate form, which must be
postmarked by 5/31/19. Allow 6 to 8 weeks for delivery of debit card. Offer ends 4/30/19.

**Credit approval required. Terms and conditions apply. See participating service advisor for application details.

MAIL-IN
REBATE*

MAIL-IN
REBATE*

Bring In
This Ad For A
FREE
OIL

CHANGE
with purchase of

four (4) tires!
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SERVICE RECOGNITION — Above, Emily DeRoberts, Duke Energy Government and
Community Relations Manager, left, and Leigh Ann Puryear, right, Community Relations
Liaison for Laurens County, present the Duke Energy Award for Public Service to Rhonda
Gary for her work with Laurens County youth through the non-profit, Impact 2 Purpose.

HONORING THEIR OWN — Below, At last Thursday’s Laurens County Chamber annual
dinner, the LCCC honored, from left, its Ambassador of the Year, Matt Dean, Leadership
Laurens County Russ Emerson Award recipient Nicole Firmin, Chamber President Amanda
Munyan, Leadership Laurens County Russ Emerson Award recipient Amanda Greer Veal
and the John P. Faris Volunteer of the Year recipient Don Walker.

Photo by Crystal Byrd/SongByrd Photography
IMPORTANT MESSAGE — Derrick Barksdale, an Ora
native, speaks Wednesday during the Laurens District High
School Black History Month observance.

The dean's list is a recognition
given to cadets and students who
are registered for 12 or more semes-
ter hours and whose grade point
average is 3.20 or higher, with no
grade of I (Incomplete) and no
grade below C for work in a semes-
ter.

Cadets and students named to the
fall 2018 dean's list include:

Enoree - Brandon J. Copeland
Fountain Inn - Zachary R. Cecil,

Ryan E. Cherrier and Timothy L.
Ellmann

Gray Court - Johnathan D.
Holliday and Peter B. Tillman

Approximately 2,400 cadets and
students currently attend The
Citadel. Due to a commitment to
academic excellence, 64 percent of
Citadel cadets and students gradu-
ate after four years and go on to earn
an average salary of nearly $55,000
after learning how to be principled
leaders in all walks of life.

Citadel
releases fall
dean's list

Barksdale inspires at LDHS observance
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