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PTC educator releases new children’s book

“What do you want to be when
you grow up?” It’s a common child-
hood query. Familiar answers might
include race car driver, firefighter,
ballerina or even superhero. But
what if a child simply wants to be
kind when he grows up? Or honest?
Or principled? They first need to be
aware of those qualities and why
they are desirable. Thats a basic
premise behind the new children’s
book, “You Were Raised Better
Than That,” by Joshua L. Lindsay, a
Clinton native and dean of business,
information technology and public
service at Piedmont Technical
College.

Lindsay wrote the book with the
idea of reaching elementary and
middle school children who may
still be receptive to messages about
“old-fashioned” concepts like
decency and integrity.

“I remember growing up and
watching TV shows like ‘Andy
Griffith’ where they talk about good
moral values. Today I don’t see that
many of those types of shows,”
Lindsay said. “I think between the
third and seventh grades is when you
can make the most impact.”

He originally got the book idea
back in 2011, when he was a pro-
gram manager at the University of
South Carolina Children’s Law
Center. The center works to advance
the juvenile justice system through
training and resources that help
lawyers and child welfare profes-
sionals better serve children. Before
becoming an educator, Lindsay
served for years as a public safety
officer, sheriff’s deputy and agent
with the South Carolina Law
Enforcement Division. It has
become a personal calling to help
prevent juvenile delinquency and
encourage young people to make
better choices.

“That is the underlying mission.
Its my ‘why,” he said. “I want to
help kids. You have to start when
they are young.”

“You Were Raised Better Than

That” tells the story of a young boy
who, after his own bicycle is stolen,
wrestles with his decision to steal
another child’s bike for himself. The
kindly officer in the book uses dis-
cretion to help the boy make things
right and keep him from being
arrested and thrust into the formal
juvenile justice system.

This is Lindsay’s first book, but
he’s already hard at work on some
follow-up titles, all of which include
important messages for young peo-
ple communicated in part by the one
compassionate character who con-
sistently appears in every title,
Officer Griffin.

“I will hit on a lot of different top-
ics,” Lindsay said. “The next one is
on bullying. The one after that I'm
planning to be about domestic vio-
lence”’

A marathon runner and part-time

HOT OFF THE PRESS — Joshua Lindsay, a Clinton native,
is pictured signing a copy of his newly released book "You
Were Raised Better Than That.”

assistant municipal judge in Clinton,
Lindsay said he gets many of his
creative ideas while out jogging.
“All of my stories are fictional,”
he said. “When I was teaching class-
es (in criminal justice), I had a story-
telling style of teaching. My stu-
dents would think I was talking
about something that really hap-
pened, and I would have to explain
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that I was just making a point. |
guess [ was a pretty good storyteller.
The students seemed to like it.”

Lindsay is working at a rapid pace
and expects his next book to come
out later this year. This book and
future titles will be available
for order, including in e-book for-
mat, at amazon.com and barnesand-
noble.com.
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305 WEST MAIN — Water sprays Thursday morning as crews in
Clinton prepare for the opening of The Cotton Loft, The Venue.
Built in the former depot, the Cotton Loft will be open for viewing
next weekend when owner Star Chappell hosts “Cocktails for
Kitties Grand Opening Charity Event” Saturday, March 23, from 6
p.m. to 1 a.m. The $50 donation ticket can be purchased at Home
Sweet Home Interiors and at the door and includes a “lavish din-
ner buffet,” music, silent auction and cash bar. Proceeds will go to
Laurens County Animal Control and the K-9 Unit.
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