
Can schools be built out of
cardboard? Can bridges be
made out of note cards?
Come f ind out at the Laurens
County Public Libraries.
Families are invited on
Monday, April 1, at 6 p.m., at
the Laurens Public Library
and Tuesday, April 9, at 6
p.m., at the Clinton Public
Library. Join library staff in
creating a city out of house-
hold items. Part of the youth
services year, S.T.E.A.M. –
Science, Technology,
Engineering, Art, and Math -
programming, is designed to
facilitate critical thinking and
collaborative work. The city
streets will be laid out and it’s

up to the families to make the
city a reality. Building sup-
plies will be provided but
families are welcome to bring
their own.

The Laurens County
Library Youth Services is
happy to offer a welcoming
environment for children and
their families. The library has
resources on parenting for
parents as well as grandpar-
ents who are raising grand-

children. In June and July, the
library will host the annual
summer reading program.
Information about these pro-
grams will become available
as the dates get closer.

For information on Family
Night Out, story time pro-
gramming, and summer read-
ing, patrons may call the
Laurens Public Library at
864-681-7323 or visit
www.lcpl.org.

(Continued from page 1)
Goodbar said she reviewed the

toxicology reports provided by
Tackett’s defense attorney, David
Stoddard. The report noted four
total medications in the anti-depres-
sant and anti-seizure spectrum in
Tackett’s bloodstream at the time of
the accident, as well as marijuana.

Goodbar testified the medica-
tions are generally prescribed in a
manner to “minimize the onset of
side effects,” which can include
drowsiness, dizziness and a drop in
blood pressure.

“These (drugs) had been on
board (in the body) for quite a
while, and the side effects would
not just appear,” she said.

The defense claimed that Tackett
appeared coherent and exhibited
“signs of sobriety” following the

March 28, 2018, accident that
killed Zach Ivey and injured John
Howell. Ivey and Howell, who were
employees of Bagwell Fencing,
were struck by Tackett’s vehicle in
the median at Exit 19 on I-385.

Stoddard is claiming that a med-
ical episode unrelated to the drugs
in Tackett’s system caused the acci-
dent, asking jurors to keep open
minds during his opening statement
Monday afternoon.

According to witness testimony,
Tackett, 32, of Gray Court, was
driving erratically on I-385 before
she slammed into Ivey and Howell
despite caution signs set out along
the route and on the rear of the
truck. Her vehicle sped between the
truck and the catch fence where the
two were working. 

The impact knocked Ivey

through the air and onto the road.
He died later at Greenville
Memorial Hospital.

R. Knox McMahon, special
assistant solicitor for the Eighth
Circuit, grilled Goodbar about the
possible exponential side effects
caused by the multiple prescription
drugs in Tackett’s system coupled
with marijuana.

The defense was expected to rest
its case Thursday afternoon.
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Appliance Installation &
Service Furniture Repair

Local • Honest • Dependable • Experienced • Certified • Insured
100 Laurens St., Clinton, SC 29325
(Inside Home Sweet Home Interiors)

Email: rsci.richards0@gmail.com

Richards
Service

Center Inc.
Jeff Richards, Owner

864-923-2312

J&B BRICK,
STONE & BLOCK

MASONRY

Licensed & Bonded
FREE ESTIMATES

864-993-9346
Junior Grant

864-547-3027
Bruce Grant

Brick veneer, mobile
home underpinning,
foundations, small

concrete jobs. Any kind
of brick or block work.

RR PHOTOGRAPHY

rrphotography18@yahoo.com

Any kind of
photo session is

available!
Any weekend,

anytime, anywhere!

Vern's Plumbing Service

Vern Mast
864-684-0963

Master Plumber
Licensed & Insured

Quality Service
Done Right!

Emery's Tree
Service, Inc.

28 Years
in Upstate

•Lot Clearing

•Construction

•Fertilization

•Stump Removal

•Spraying

•Tree Removal

•Trimming

•Thinning

•Landscaping

Now
Hiring

Climber

864-895-1852

emerytreeservice.com

•Lockouts
•Tire Changes

•Winch  Outs
•Jump Off

864-681-4869

Northside
Towing

864-993-9842
cdembisky@centurylink.net

Bathroom & Kitchen
Remodels

Flooring: Hardwood & Tile
Porches • Decks

Additions • Sheds
Chuck Dembisky • SC Lic. #49864

Sue Douglas Roofing & Repair

Prompt Response & Reasonable Rates

Call 864-871-2772 or 864-871-5574

Roofing & Repair • Pressure Washing
Deck Building & Repair • Gutter Cleaning

Paint & Stain • Hand Rails
Cool Seal - Mobile Homes

Owner
Sue D. Penland

S&L Home
Improvements
—GENERAL CONTRACTOR—
Licensed & Insured for All

Your Building Needs
— FREE ESTIMATES —

•Seamless Gutters
•Decks, Screened In
Porches, Sunrooms

•Replacement Windows
•Room Additions, Garages
•Vinyl Siding
•Shingle & Metal Roofing
•Home Repairs

34 YRS. EXPERIENCE
833-6112
981-2410

 Mowing • Trimming
Yard Vacuum
General Grass
 MaintenanceCall or Text 871-1281

Free

Onsite

Quote

Affordable

AND

Dependable

Lawn

Southern

Care

Grown

TO ADVERTISE
HERE CONTACT

US AT
984-2586

First Presbyterian Church in Clinton is
accepting registrations for it's Preschool

Program for infants through 4-year-olds for
the 2019-2020 school year starting in August.

Hours will be Monday through Friday
from 7:45 a.m. until 11:30 a.m.

To register or if you have any questions
please contact the program director,

Joyce Chadwick at 864-323-9076.

Preschool Program Registration

CLINTON HIGH SCHOOL FFA

Plant Sale

GREENHOUSE SALE DATES:
Fri., March 29 — LCSD56 Employee Pre-Sale 3:30-5 p.m.
Sat., March 30 — Spring Festival Plant Sale 9 a.m.- 2 p.m.

Mon.-Fri., April 1-5 • 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Mon.-Fri., April 8-12 • 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Mon.-Fri., April 15-19 • 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Use Gate 3 Entrance Behind New CHS For Greenhouse.

Ring the doorbell on the gate for assistance if someone is
not at the greenhouse between classes or during lunch.

Banquet/Wedding/Meeting/Party Facilities
Great Photo Locations • Dance Floor

Full Catering Facilities * Full Bar Available * Elegant Decor

 Call Now To

Reserve Your
Dates!

Lakeside Country Club
1 Country Club Drive • Laurens • 864-682-3614

    100 Laurens St. • Clinton • 864-547-1700
(Old Badcock Furniture building) • www.homesweethomeinteriors.net

Furnishings• Appliances • Accessories • Bedding • And More
like us
on

Financing Available

Sectional Sale!

CHOOSE
FROM 2!

10%
 OFF

OR

FREE
DELIVERY

Your Choice

By Judith Brown
Staff Writer

Laurens County School District 56
has announced the selection of Dr.
Martha Brothers, currently the ninth
grade adminis-
trator, to
replace outgo-
ing Clinton
High School
p r i n c i p a l
Maureen Tiller,
who recently
accepted a
position as
principal of the
p l a n n e d
Fountain Inn
High School,

Now beginning July 1, Brothers
will be leading the school which
she’d already served almost a decade
ago as assistance principal from 2001
to 2009 when she left to work at
Spartanburg High School.

“I just think all of my positions
have helped prepare me for this,”
Brothers said Tuesday, recalling her
years working in Spartanburg as an
assistant principal of a middle, sec-
ondary, alternative and special educa-
tion schools within the Spartanburg
County system. It was a move to

Lake Greenwood which brought her
back to Clinton, since the hour-long
commute convinced her to apply for
the ninth grade administrator position
at CHS last year.

“I’ve stayed in touch with people
here and maintained those relation-
ships,” Brothers said. “I was grateful
Mrs. Tiller hired me, though I had no
idea at the time she would be leav-
ing.”

District 56 Superintendent Dr.
David O’Shields said he was grateful
Brothers had already returned to
Clinton and that he’s excited she’ll be
leading CHS.

“Dr. Brothers’experience and love
for Clinton, coupled with a very suc-
cessful track record in all of her pre-
vious assignments, made her an ideal
fit for CHS,” said O’Shields. 

“Her leadership style is well suited
for taking existing initiatives and
making them better, and she has the
respect of the staff and students,”
O’Shields said. “She is fair, firm and
focused on excellence, and she
understands the needs of students and
staff.” 

Brothers holds degrees from
Clemson, South Carolina State and
Walden universities, and before her
areas of administration, her work had
also included teaching English as a

second language. 
Now Brothers said she is grateful

to have the opportunity to be back in
Clinton and looks forward to leading
Clinton High School. 

“You definitely have to wear a lot
more hats at a smaller school, but I
feel like you can become a lot more
involved in the community, and I like
that,” Brothers said, adding that she is
beginning conversations about
adding to curriculum options.

“I would love to see our AP cours-
es expand and technology courses
expand,” Brothers said. “Money is
always an obstacle, but we will look
at ways to expand these career in
technology classes, and to expose
students to more of the Advanced
Placement classes. I’d like to see both
of those expanded.”

CHS has no shortage of students
capable of taking more AP classes,
and it will mean educating students
and parents about the benefits for
signing up for them.

“They impact how you think and
work and manage your time,”
Brothers said. “It can be good for the
entire community to expand the
exposure to these types of courses —
both additional AP and career and
technology — to meet the needs of
all the students.”

Dr. Brothers named CHS principal

Dr. Martha
Brothers

By John Clayton
Editor

Gray Court has a new mayor
for the first time since 1987.

Stellartean Jones defeated
Scott Cook
in a runoff
e l e c t i o n
Tuesday for
the Town of
Gray Court’s
top post.
Jones, a two-
term town
c o u n c i l -
woman, fin-
ished with
126 votes
while Cook
had 85.

“I was confident, and then I
was anxious,” Jones said of her
emotions on election day. “But
I guess they go together in

things like this.”
Jones and Cook were the top

vote-getters in a three-way race
with incumbent John Carter on
March 6. Carter, who had
served as mayor for 32 years,
missed the runoff by three
votes.

Jones said she spent the past
two weeks leading into the
runoff election doing the same
things she did heading into the
March 6 municipal elections.

“I went to churches and
spoke to people and spent a lot
of time just talking to people,”
she said.

Jones said most of the people
she talked to wanted to see
change for the town, which
continues to see growth to the
north in areas such as Fountain
Inn.

“They want to see something
positive for Gray Court,” she

said. “We want to get some
things going here. We need to
present ourselves a little bit
better. If we do that, hopefully
somebody will be able to invest
in Gray Court.”

She will take office April 15.
Jones said residents told her

they would like to see more
retail establishments.

Her opponent, Cook, also ran
on a platform of pro business
and development.

“It’s going to take some
effort and some work with the
citizens and the council,” she
said. “We’ve got to work
together to try and do some
things.”

Revitalizing Gray Court’s
downtown area is among her
priorities. 

“It was beautiful at one time,
and we can bring it back,” she
said.

Jones defeats Cook in Gray Court runoff

Stellartean
Jones

S.T.E.A.M. city at the library


