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ON THE JOB — Habitat for Humanity volunteers work together on the Campbell Street proj-

ect in 2018.

Habitat for Humanity making dreams
of home ownership come true

By John Clayton
Editor

Since 1991, Habitat for
Humanity of Laurens County has
been adding to the local landscape
home by home.

The local Habitat for Humanity
group, which is an all-volunteer
force, currently averages about one
new home each year. The latest
dedication was held in late January
when Stanvisha Johnson and her
family officially dedicated their
new home on Campbell Street in
Laurens.

“This one’s within sight of anoth-
er little brick house that the guys
renovated,” said local Habitat for
Humanity Board of Directors
member and volunteer Joel Evans.
“They’re nice little houses.”

The latest house built in Laurens
is a four-bedroom home with two
baths. It included all new appli-
ances, and is maintenance-free on
the outside, Evans said.

Evans and a small cadre of about
a dozen dedicated volunteers usual-
ly complete about one house each
year. Students from Presbyterian
College and PC School of
Pharmacy add to the volunteer
workforce as do crews from local
industries.

Evans said the Laurens organiza-
tion may be smaller than those in
more metropolitan areas, but the
volunteers are proud of the work
they do.

“Most of us are retired guys, and
we’re able to work one or two days
a week,” Evans said. “We’re all vol-
unteers. We don’t have anybody
who’s paid. Whatever we do, we do
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HABITAT HOME — The most recently finished Habitat for
Humanity of Laurens County home on Campbell Street in
Laurens, which was dedicated in January.

it the hard way. Most of our guys
are over 70 years old. I’ll be 75 in
June, and some are older than I am.
We have a couple of guys in their
60s. They’re the young guys.”

The home owners also provide
“sweat equity” on their projects,
working to help build their own
home, which is sold to them at cost.
The homeowners then pay back the
long-term, low-interest loans,
which go into other projects.

Evans said the organization is
always looking for volunteers and
donations so that they can continue
Habitat for Humanity projects in
the area. The next project will be a
home in Clinton. That project could
begin with construction in the next
couple of weeks and be ready for
dedication early next year.

“We'd love to get some new guys
in,” Evans said. “We had a few new
faces come in a while back, and
they’re working with us now.”
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Anyone interested in volunteer-
ing with Habitat for Humanity of
Laurens County can call Evans at
923-1194.

Donations can be sent to PO Box
194, Laurens, SC 29360. Those
interested in applying for a Habitat
for Humanity home can pick up an
application at either the Clinton or
Laurens location of the Laurens
County Library.

Hobbyist turns pro in
interim job between mission

By Judith Brown
Staff Writer

The desire for a hobby became
more than just a creative outlet for
Mark Studdard while serving a
young missionary in northern Iraq.
Several years later now, the joinery
techniques of an earlier generation
are providing a small business until
his family decides on their next long-
term mission assignment.

“We’ve been back for two years
now which means my woodworking
experience is three years,” said
Studdard. “There’s nothing new
about joinery. It’s been around for a
really long time”

When an old chair wiggles and
creaks, he said, it’s because the nails
or screws have rusted from the
humidity in the air and reacted with
the wood, and joinery works well
because that same humidity, without
metal, will cause the joints to swell
and tighten. Since he can’t always
wait that long as he works on a fur-
niture piece, he’ll add wood glue to
the joints.

Both Studdard, 32, and his wife,
Kristen, grew up in missionary fam-
ilies. Studdard grew up in a village in
Camaroon, Africa, and Kristen,
whose parents were Wycliff transla-
tors, lived in the Solomon Islands.

“In Iraq we were working with
Samaritan’s Purse and I was running
an education program in a commu-
nity center there for refugees,”
Studdard said, explaining the work
with the Kurdish people was in the
safer area of Northern Iraq.

“I wanted a hobby and I wanted to
teach myself woodworking, specifi-
cally joinery because I like old things
and seeing how great-grandpas used
to make things work,” Studdard said.
“We were home on furlough and
before we went back, I filled a 50-
pound suitcase with tools.”

With no grandpas around to teach
him, however, Studdard went to You
Tube to learn the old craft of wood
joints. He learned about the mortise
and tenon joint - which he uses
sometimes, the corner bridle joint
and others.

“It's a huge learning curve and
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NO HARDWARE — Joinery-style furniture maker Mark
Studdard of Clinton says the many wood pieces he’s created
appear to make no sense until he begins fitting them togeth-
er like a puzzle, such as the bar stool he was creating for a
customer. He learned the process during free weekends
while as a missionary with his wife in Iraqg.

took me six months to do my first
workbench,” Studdard said. “I was
working weekends so it was slow,
but if T had learned traditional wood-
working first, I never would have
learned joinery because it such a
meticulous art. At first, with every
cut I had to test it because you are
working with really small toler-
ances.”

By the time he returned to the
United States after a full year’s prac-
tice, however, he had become much
more proficient.

Studdard bought power tools and
learned how to do the work with
electric tools and decided to try a lit-
tle business, naming it Makari
Designs after his hometown village
in Camaroon. He made tables in the
modern farmhouse style popular in
stores like Tkea, and went to craft
fairs.

Kristen took on the social media
aspect of the business and they work
to convince people at craft shows
that their dining room tables, bar
stools and desks are great quality.

“But if I then say, “This table is
made with no nails or screws,” then
they’re intrigued and they say,
“Really? How do you do that?””
Studdard said. “There are a lot of fur-
niture makers out there and that sets

us apart.”

The couple is enjoying the break
from overseas work while their chil-
dren are small and they are not far
from family, but he expects them to
return to Christian humanitarian
work before long. Until then,
Studdard said making the furniture is
a great way to spend their time in
America, because he loves working
it out like a puzzle each time he cre-
ates something new, like the
Moravian trestle tables which can be
partially dismantled and reassem-
bled by the owner.

“T never dreamed wed still be
doing this after two years and I'm
really shocked” Studdard said. “It
was going to just be a hobby but it
was too much fun.”
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