
National Arbor Day is Friday,
April 26, this year, and the
Arbor Day Foundation is mak-
ing it easy for anyone to cele-
brate the annual tree-planting
holiday. Join the Foundation in
April and receive 10 free shade
trees.

By joining the Foundation in
April, new members receive
the following trees: red oak,
sugar maple, weeping willow,
baldcypress, thornless honey-
locust, pin oak, river birch,
tuliptree, silver maple and red

maple.
The free trees are part of the

Foundation’s Trees for America
campaign.

“These trees provide shade in
the summer and vibrant colors
throughout the fall,” said Matt
Harris, chief executive of the
Arbor Day Foundation.
“Through the simple act of
planting trees, one person can
make a difference in helping to
create a healthier and more
beautiful planet for all of us to
enjoy.”

The trees will be shipped
postpaid with enclosed plant-
ing instructions at the right
time for planting in April or
May. The 6- to 12-inch trees
are guaranteed to grow or they
will be replaced free of charge.

To become a member of the
Foundation and receive the free
trees, visit arborday.org/april or
send a $10 contribution by
April 30 to: Arbor Day
Foundation, Ten Free Shade
Trees, 100 Arbor Avenue,
Nebraska City, NE 68410.
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WHO? WHAT? WHERE?WHO? WHAT? WHERE?
Call for

SPECIAL
OFFERS

Gwinn's Siding Co.
A Trusted Name for 39 Years

Professional
Roofing
Service

General & Residential Contractor
18 Different Colors of

Metal Roofing
FREE upgrade to 30 year
architectural shingles

FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

2785 HWY. 221S • LAURENS • 682-3824

ALL WORK
GUARANTEED

SPEAKS

Block•Brick
Masonry • Stone

Concrete 
Finishing

981-6438
CURTIS SPEAKS

Owner/OPERATOR

LICENSED & BONDED

ALL RESIDENTIAL NEEDS
INSIDE AND OUT!

Spencer &
Sons

Builders
5228 Hwy. 221S

LICENSED & BONDED
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Free Estimates!

864-684-3755
Roofing, Siding, Window
Replacement, Drywall,

Interior Trim
Also Seamless Gutters

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION

Gwinn's Siding & Window Co.
2785 HWY. 221S • LAURENS • 682-3824

FREE
Low-E/Argon
for Windows
with Purchase of Vinyl

Replacement Windows!

SPRING IS ON THE WAY!

Wee's
MASTER  HOME CLEANING

Top to Bottom: Cleaning • Ironing • Elderly Help
Running Errands • More

Call Reahana 864-683-7796
Reliable, Dependable Service

Metal or
Shingle

Well's Home Improvements

ROOFING

We Do Roof Repairs
No job too big or too
small — we do it all!

We Also Install Mountain Rock
NO MONEY UPFRONT

Financing Available
Call 864-200-1867 or

547-1540
FREE ESTIMATES

Well’s Home
Improvements

 ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FREE ESTIMATES

FINANCING AVAILABLE

We Do Gutters, Siding & Windows, Metal
& Shingle Roofs, Decks & Room Additions,

Aluminum Awnings, Window Specials,
Bath & Kitchen, Remodeling

20 Years Experience • Fully Licensed

Call Us for Special on
Window Replacement!

864-200-1867 or
547-1540

COMPUTER  SERVICE

682-9150
 LEAVE MESSAGE

VERY REASONABLE RATES

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

NEW & REFURBISHED
COMPUTERS

FOR SALE

871-3694
I CAN FIX YOUR COMPUTER!

I MAKE
HOUSE CALLS!

S&S SERVICES
Heating & Cooling
998-4370 • 303-5089

1-800-710-8722

In Business
32

Years

Licensed
Bonded
Insured

Steve Smith

Remote Controlled Stump Grinder for "Hard To Get To" Places

      • Tree Removal • Stump Removal
• Landscaping
• Lawn Maintenance
• Gravel Driveways
• Irrigation Installation

& Maintenance

Will Brown • 864-567-3033
Licensed & Insured

B&B Landscaping
           & Tree Service

Now's
The

Time!

Will pickup and deliver • We sell & buy used equipment

Christian Owned Business
Hickory Tavern, SC Ricky Childres • 404-1548

The daffodils are starting to bloom, spring is near!
Get your small engine equipment ready! Call the small

engine doctor at C&R Small Engine for a physical!

SMALL ENGINE
DOCTORC&R

POO

(864) 876-4590
(864) 871-4424 Cell

QUALITY
SERVICE

Mark Johnson’s Heating & Air
YOUR MOBILE HOME & MANUFACTURED SPECIALIST
Installations • New & Used • Relocations & Change Outs

LICENSED, INSURED, BONDED
Service All Makes & Models

AUTHORIZED INTERTHERM, COLEMAN, GOODMAN

Mark Johnson 465 Mountainview Dr.
Owner/Operator Gray Court, SC 29645

To Advertise
Here Contact

Us at
984-2586

LAWN DAWG
MOWING SERVICE
FOR A FAIR PRICE

CALL GLENN

864-200-7917

Why do we
clean dryer

vents?

682-5422
www.blueskychimney.com
bluesky@sweepstuff.com

Find out at
www.CSIA.org

Go to
"homeowner Resources"

Look For
"Clothes Dryer Safety"

Dr. McCartha & Dr. McClary

ORTHODONTICS
Specializing in Braces and Invisalign

for Children, Adolescents, Adults

Temporomandibular Joint Treatment
FOR FREE CONSULTATION CALL

833-4343
Conveniently located behind Laurens County Hospital

www.mccortho.com

The district invites you each
week to meet a Laurens Alumni
who has joined as faculty and staff
in Laurens County School District
55. The alumni has taken some time
to look back on memories from
high school, favorite teachers and
faculty, and give us an opportunity
to learn more about them and their
accomplishments thus far.

The dedication and loyalty of
Laurens alumni in the school dis-
trict are legendary. Laurens alumni
make extraordinary things happen
in the classrooms and schools. If
you see any alumni in the hallways
or grocery stores, please stop and
thank them for coming back to
make a difference. This week’s
“Alumni Spotlight” shines on Anna
Brink.

What year did you graduate? I
graduated in 1999.

What is your overriding mem-
ory from high school? My over-
riding memory from high school
was being involved in multiple
areas in the school and making
friends that have lasted into adult-
hood. I played tennis and basket-
ball, ran track for a year, was in
NHS, and FCA. I remember having
a great group of friends who loved
school spirit, dressed up for sport-
ing events, went to school events
and supported each other, and had
great teachers who really cared
about us. We tie-dyed T-shirts, used
green and gold face paint, dressed
up, and had a lot of fun. But for as
much fun as we had, we worked
hard, too! My high school experi-
ence felt like a family.

Who was your favorite
teacher/faculty member at the
high school? I had many favorite
teachers. My senior superlative was
“Teacher’s Pet”, so it was only natu-
ral that I become a teacher myself
and even better that I come back
and currently work in Laurens 55.
Mrs. Faulkner’s social studies class-
room was one of my favorites! I
also had Mr. and Mrs. Corley. Mrs.
Corley helped develop my love of
history and Mr. Corley helped me
know how to properly write about it
(and many other topics!). Debbie
Simpson was one of my favorite
English teachers. She had a passion
for teaching reading and was able to
keep all of her students engaged.
LeyAnna Messick taught History
and Psychology and not only was a

great teacher but was a mentor and
coach and introduced me to
Wofford College which became my
alma mater. Dr. Strickland and Mrs.
Dean were both principals and Dr.
Harris and Dr. Ward were Assistant
Principals while I was a student and
were awesome advocates for stu-
dents. I could also name Lewis
Compton (Government and
Economics), Sherry Wilson
(Keyboarding), Susan Byars
(French/Teacher Cadet), and Judy
Word (Math). Many of these teach-
ers are still in our district, retired
from our district, or are still in edu-
cation somewhere. These wonder-
ful teachers and administrators
were great examples and mentors
for me as an educator.

What activities were you
involved in at the high school? I
played JV basketball in 9th and
10th grade, played tennis from
7th–12th grade, and ran track dur-
ing my 10th grade year. I was also
involved in National Junior Honor
Society and Fellowship of Christian
Athletes. During my senior year,
Mrs. Debbie Simpson “bet” that if
she could find a talent for me to do
in the Miss LDHS pageant that I
would have to participate. After she
talked with my church music direc-
tor, I participated in the Miss LDHS
pageant, played solo handbells, and
won the talent competition and was
first runner up. I really enjoyed
going to football and basketball
games and events such as dances,
concerts, and plays. And yes, I have
also painted Raider Road!

Details of further / higher edu-
cation (e.g. place of study and
qualifications gained): After grad-
uation, I went to Wofford College
for my undergraduate degree in his-
tory and secondary education. I
completed my Masters in

Elementary and Secondary
Administration and Supervision
from USC and I am currently work-
ing on my Ph.D from Clemson
University in Educational
Leadership. I will finish my doctor-
ate in the summer of 2019 after four
years of study. I really enjoy learn-
ing new things!

Where do you teach? What
subject and grade level do you
teach? To begin my career, I taught
and was an administrator at Dutch
Fork Middle School in Irmo, for six
years. When my family and I
moved back home, I taught sixth
and seventh grade at Sanders
Middle school for three years. After
that, I worked as the Assistant
Principal at Laurens Middle School
for four years, spent one year at the
elementary school level at E. B.
Morse as the Principal, and I have
now been back at Laurens Middle
School for the last two years as the
Principal.

Tell us about yourself, your
family, where you live, etc. I am
originally from Laurens and my
family and I currently live in
Laurens. My husband, Jeff, works
as Instructional Technology Coach
for L55 and we have two boys,
Dylan (9) and Will (6) who attend
Laurens Elementary School. My
mom, Nancy Thompson, is retired
from Laurens 55 and is my model
and mentor educator. My dad,
Carroll Thompson, is a small busi-
ness owner and is a model of hard
work and dedication. My grandpar-
ents were all from Laurens and
were small business owners, so I
am deeply rooted and committed to
this community. My grandfather,
Cromer Thompson, at age 97 is still
living and is a veteran of WWII. I
love to read and spend time with
friends and family, be involved with
our church family, and travel as a
family when we can.

What do you think your great-
est accomplishment is thus far?
My greatest accomplishments are
my two children. They keep me
very busy, but they are our pride
and joy and are my husband and my
biggest blessing. I love that my chil-
dren will be L55 alumni one day
and I am proud that both my hus-
band and I work for this district.

The “Alumni Spotlight” is a joint
service of LCSD 55 and the
Alumni Association of Laurens 55.

Alumni Spotlight: Anna Brink

JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENTS — Congratulations to Angela Abercrombie’s second grade
class at Laurens Elementary on completing Junior Achievements “Our Community” cur-
riculum presented by Angela Marlett - State Farm Insurance Agent. They learned how cit-
izens benefit from and contribute to a community’s success.

Celebrate Arbor Day by planting trees


