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Another call to Laurens County

dispatch assured Duncan that the
gunman had been apprehended, and
she was told the officer coming to
escort them out was a Laurens
County Sheriff’s Office deputy. The
department had responded in force
to secure the crime scene until
SLED came to take over the case.

Afterwards, Duncan’s one relief
was that deputies told her the
Greenville Health Authority Police
officer was hit in the shoulder but
he would be fine. Now she is sad-
dened that violence has marred a

hospital she’s always considered as
a safe spot and felt especially bad
for the staff there.

“When I got home, I thought
about the medical staff who work so
hard every day and had to care for
this man who had just put them in
harm’s way, and now they are facing
this new fear,” Duncan said. “I’m
grateful for our nurse who was a
hero, and the hospital staff and how
they handled it and the sheriff
department who were everywhere. I
don’t know what but something
needs to be done to make them feel
safe.”

- Shooting -

By Judith Brown

Staff Writer
In addition to the many

Easter activities available for
fun and for spiritual signifi-
cance, there are also opportu-
nities to assist others going
through difficulties, including
help for children who f ind
themselves at the Laurens
County Safe Home during the
Easter holiday.

With a large number of
young children, the Safe Home
staff and its supply closet are
feeling the pinch.

“In a 48-hour period last
week we had several families
come in with a total of eight
children, all ages seven and
under,” said Dawn Ardelt, the
director of the county’s non-
profit abused women’s shelter.

Most of the young children
are toddlers, and while the Safe
Home is well-stocked with
smaller diapers, their larger
toddler sized diapers and
overnight pull-up types of dis-
posable items are almost
depleted. Typically, there
would also be a need for cloth-
ing for the young children but a
couple of regular volunteer
groups are covering the cloth-
ing needs.

“We are really low on size 4
diapers and overnight pull-ups
sizes 3T and up, and this will
likely continue because for a
woman to go through the
process of getting a restraining
order and child support and
finding a safe apartment, it
usually takes a minimum of 60
days so we will be facing this
for awhile,” Ardelt said,
explaining that children who
have never had a problem with
bedwetting sometimes begin to
experience it when uprooted
from their homes and regular
schedules.

Being right here before the
Easter holiday, Ardelt said,
means there is also a need for
Easter items.

“They won’t need candy but
we need Easter basket toys like
sidewalk chalk and bubbles
and balls,” Ardelt said, “simple
outdoor toys where the moms
can play with their toddlers and
very young children outside
since the weather is so nice
right now.”

Other items needed include
paper products, such as paper
towels, paper plates as opposed
to styrofoam plates, healthy
snacks and drinks, such as
juice boxes for the children,
which can be important for
keeping the spread of germs at
bay in a multi-family kitchen.

The Laurens County Safe
Home is the only abused
women’s shelter for women in
Laurens County, and it also
serves women in Saluda and
Abbeville. While it’s not
unusual for any non-profit to
go from relatively slow to very
busy all at once, there is often
a spike in the numbers of
women and families who seek
help from the Safe Home dur-
ing the spring.

“Often families will do a lit-
tle better in February and
March because they have a
quick economic windfall from

getting their taxes back, but by
April, that money is gone,”
Ardelt said. “Financial reasons
alone are not typically a reason
for abuse but financial control
is a very real form of abuse,
and when money is low, it can
add to increased stress if an
intimate partner is already abu-
sive.”

April is Child Abuse
Awareness Month and, Ardelt
said, sadly, there is often a
strong link between child
abuse and intimate partner
abuse.

“If we can help prevent child
abuse, then long-term, we can
help prevent intimate partner
abuse,” Ardelt said. “If you’re a
child and the person you love
the most also hurts you, it
becomes so much more likely
to eventually become an abu-
sive partner or a victim of inti-
mate partner abuse, because
abuse from the one who loves
you is what you have experi-
enced.”

The Laurens County Safe
Home assists women who are
being abused, and they work
hand in hand with agencies
who also handle child abuse.

For information about the
services provided for women in
the shelter or those who remain
at home, call 864-682-7270.

For those who would like to
assist with the children at the
Laurens County Safe Home,
donations can be delivered to
the Safe Home’s benefit thrift
store, Our Little Shop, located
at 1500 West Main Street near
the Laurens Bi-Lo in the
Western Plaza Shopping
Center. Our Little Shop is open
Tuesday through Saturday.

For the remainder of April,
The Laurens County Advertiser
will also accept donations for
the Safe Home during regular
business hours, Monday
through Thursday until 5 p.m.
and on Friday until noon. See
the ad on page 6 for more
details.
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The City of Laurens
Spring Festival

Easter
Egg Hunt

Find The
Golden  Egg
For Prizes!

Operated by City of Laurens Parks and Recreation
Sponsored By

Easter Egg Hunt
By age groups

(Ages 1-10)

For more information call 681-7275
or email: LaurensPRD@yahoo.com

•Bounce House
•Fun Games

•Crafts & More!

NEW
LOCATION!

LAURENS
YMCA
410 Anderson Drive

Laurens

SATURDAY,
APRIL 20

10 a.m.-Noon

“The Love”

An Easter Drama Presented By

APRIL 19th &
20th • 7 P.M.

BEAVERDAM BAPTIST
CHURCH • MOUNTVILLE

1555 Beaverdam
Church Road

Mountville
FREE

ADMISSION

HWY. 76 (LAURENS-CLINTON HWY.)
LAURENS • 682-3111
www.firminford.com

#1
SALESPERSON

MARCH 2019
WILLIAM HILL

WE THANK WILLIAM FOR HIS
OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE IN
SALES AND CUSTOMER SERVICE!

    100 Laurens St. • Clinton • 864-547-1700
(Old Badcock Furniture building) • www.homesweethomeinteriors.net

Furnishings• Appliances • Accessories • Bedding • And More

COME SEE US IN CLINTON!COME SEE US IN CLINTON!

“Family Owned & Operated”
by Jeff & Jan Richards

•Office Furniture
•Restaurant Furniture
•Home Furniture
•School Furniture

•Kid's Furniture
•Hospitality Furniture
•Church Furniture
•Custom Orders

like us
on

Financing, Delivery & Set Up Available

Easter opportunities
Springtime at the Laurens

County Safe Home
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ADDED PRECAUTIONS — A Greenville Health Authority
officer uses a metal detector wand to scan an Emergency
Department visitor Thursday morning.


