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Curiosity Corner: Tie me
kangaroo down, sport

Before getting into this week’s
Corner, I want to take the time to
thank those that have a hand in get-
ting them to you. I send each edition
of Curiosity Corner to Lander
University’s Office of University
Relations and Publications, where
Megan Price sees that they are dis-
tributed to the various newspapers,

CURIOSITY

CORNER

Dr. Jerry D. Wilson
Emeritus Professor
Lander University

mother’s four nipples and begins to
feed. The “joey” (a baby roo) spends
several months in the pouch develop-
ing, and then spends brief periods
outside under the protection of the
mom, returning to the pouch to sleep.

But the cycle doesn’t end there.
Once a mother has given birth, she
will mate again and become preg-

but not before Graham Duncan reads nant. However, this second baby
and edits them, keeping me straight! tle ones, but a big sign read, “Don’t won’t be born after 28 days like the
Many thanks to both of them. disturb the roos!” This is due to their ~first. Instead, the second baby devel-

I was reading my National
Geographic magazine the other day
and noticed an article titled
“Becomes a Pest”” A picture showed
an Australian home with a dozen or
more kangaroos in the yard. “Roos”
(as they are often called) are an
Australian icon: on their coins, coat
of arms, commercial airlines, in chil-
dren’s books, and much more. So,
why are they pests?

It seems there are too many, with
twice as many “roos” as there are
people (an estimated 50 million kan-
garoos to 25 million people). In pop-
ulated areas, they can be a nuisance.
They graze on lawns and decimate
gardens. For farmers, kangaroos are a
problem in eating crops, livestock
feed, and so on. They account for 80
percent of vehicle-animal collisions
(which reminds me of the deer popu-
lation in West Virginia). So, people
must be careful — they are wild ani-
mals, after all!

I recall seeing kangaroos in a park
when [ visited Australia. They look
nice enough for humans to interact
with, and I really wanted to pet the lit-

powerful hind legs and large feet (for
hopping), and long, muscular tail (for
balance) that, when combined, can
deliver a deadly kick if they take a
notion ... and you don’t want to find
out. A large male can stand over six
feet tall and weigh 200 pounds!
Kangaroos are marsupials - that
is, they feed their young milk and
carry them in a pouch. Our common
possum (opossum) is a marsupial, as
well. One of the contributing factors
to kangaroo overpopulation is the
reproduction process, which is fasci-
nating. Kangaroo females get preg-
nant the regular way: a fertilized egg
is embedded in the wall of the moth-
er’s uterus. The big difference from
regular mammal development is that
no placental connection is formed
(analogous to a bird’s egg). So, the
fetus develops, and the whole preg-
nancy is only about 28 days long!
The baby is born alive, but the
infant is very tiny — only about the
size of a jelly bean, with two front
arms that are critical for climbing up
to the mother’s pouch. Once inside
the pouch, the baby finds one of its

ops into a bundle of cells and then
stops growing, It remains there in the
womb, waiting for the pouch to
vacate before finishing development.

So, now you can see why kanga-
roo overpopulation can be a problem.
As a friend of mine in Australia told
me, “a mother kangaroo can nourish
three separate youngsters at a time —
an older Joey that has left the pouch,
a young one developing inside the
pouch, and an embryo still waiting to
be born.”

C.PS. (Curious Postscript): When
you come across a problem in your
life, do not always try to solve it;
make a long jump like a kangaroo
and continue your way! Sometimes
problems must be leaped over with-
out touching them. - Mehmet Idan

Curious about something? Send
your questions to Dr: Jerry D. Wilson,
College of Science and Mathematics,
Lander University, Greenwood, SC
29649, or email jerry@curiosity-cor-
nernet. Selected questions will
appear in the Curiosity Corner. For
Curiosity Corner background, go to
WWW.cUriosity-corner.net.

Vascular screenings offered April 22-26

Early detection is key in treat-

ing vascular disease. High blood the Upstate with screening  *Carotid screening for stroke training in mili-
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In the U.S., these vascular con-
ditions affect more than 14 mil-
lion people every year and can
lead to disability, long-term care
or even death.

The Prisma Health Vascular
Lab-Laurens offers an advanced
facility to perform vascular
screenings. The vascular labs are
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the only accredited facilities in

to offer a valuable screening
opportunity to community dur-
ing the week of April 22-26,
from 9 am. — 3:30 p.m. each
day.

Three vascular lab screenings
for a fee of just $40 per exam
will be offered to community.
All three exams would be $120

and include:

peripheral arterial disease.

All screenings take place at
the Vascular Lab-Laurens inside
Laurens County Hospital on
Highway 76 in Clinton.

A physician referral is not
required.

Call 864-454-8272 to sched-
ule an appointment today.

PRIZE WINNER — Congratulations to the April Score Big/Win Big prize winner at Laurens
Middle School who was seventh grade student Jasiah Williams. Jasiah earned tickets for
the prize drawing by doing his best academic work, as can all students at LMS. An LDHS
Raider gear cap was part of Williams’ prize, which was presented to him on “Hat Day”.
Pictured are, from left, JR Reid, Assistant Principal; Jasiah Williams; and Anna Brink,

Principal.

Gass
completes
basic training

US. Air Force Airman 1st Class
Deondra S. Gass graduated from
basic military training at Joint Base
San Antonio-
Lackland, San
Antonio, Texas.

The airman
completed an
intensive, eight-
week program
that included

fitness, and basic warfare principles
and skills.

Gass is the daughter of Darryl
Gass of Sumter and Dionne L.
Pringle of Greenville; sister of
Danisha J. Gass of Woodruff and
Destiny D. Gass of Greenville; and
granddaughter of Robert and Laretha
Pringle of Sumter.

DO YOU KNOW THE VACCINES AND
CHECK-UPS YOUR CHILD NEEDS¢

Homelown Pediatrics

364. 547. 8300

Your medical home,

right here at home.

www.carolinahealthcenters.org
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Cuts 'N Such Lawn Care

For any job you need done right, just ask.
Mowing, Trimming, Leaf Blowing & More &

Stan Thompson, Owner/Operator
stan.thompson31@gmail.com

864-871-4923

ok

864-682-7810

COME & SEE OUR NEW DIGITAL PRINTER

We now do sign maintenance.
www. 1signdesigns.com
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NOW LOCATED AT TJ'S SCRAP METAL

Services:
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Upstate's Cleanest Scrap Yard

1V Serap Mete & Recyolng Gener LLG

= We Buy Junk Cars, Trucks & All Types of Scrap Metal

WE PAY TOP PRICES!

Copper - Batteries
. Le (5)

« Appliances
- Stainless Steel

- Radiators
o Alum. & Alum. Cans » Brass
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-Gravel Hauling
-Backhoe Service
-Bohcat Service

Carolina's Finest
-Septic Tank Repair
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CALL ANYTIME
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Free Estimates

(864) 994-4909
(864) 923-2123
(864) 923-0052

Mountville, SC
Locally owned and operated
for over 25 years!
¢ Licensed & Insured ¢
Residential & Commercial
Insurance Accepted &

No Money Up Front

Now Offering Fmancmg

Extra .05
Cents Per Ib.
with This
Ad*
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ROOF WORK

- Seamless Aluminum Guttering
e Many Colors Available
PROFESSIONAL &

FULL SERVICE SUPPORT
Residential & Commercial
Siding, Windows & Construction
FREE ESTIMATES - ROOF INSPECTION

INSURANCE ACCEPTED
Serving All S.C. Areas with Over 30 Years Experience

OWNER — LEON EASLER
921-4810 » 574-7150
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Vionday-Friday 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. °Saturday8am -1:30 p.m.

E 939 Henderson Road, Gray Court, SC 29645 ® Office: 876-5595 Cell: 981-1072
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Want
bugs dead?
CALL BIG

RED!
864-833-7810

CLIP THIS AD FOR
| FREE INSPECTION & *75 OFF
| TERMITE TREATMENT & 65
NEW CUSTOMER SPECIAL!

eTermite Control *Rodent Control
= eAnts, Cockroaches, Spiders, Silverfish, etc.
*Wood Infestation Reports eMoisture Control

|
| BOBBY SMITH B D
PEST CONTROL

MASTER PEST CONTROL
TECHNICIAN & MASTER TERMITE
[ ] TECHNICIAN (SC LIC. & BONDED)
Earl Miller
12439 Hwy. 39
Cross Hill, SC 29332
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SEANMLESS GUTTER

Licensed * Bonded
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Cell (864) 993-9448
(864) 998-5099




