
By Nick Herman
Sports Editor

Laurens High was pushed to the
brink of elimination from the
SCHSL Class 5A baseball playoffs
Tuesday night as the Fort Mill
Yellowjackets used a late-game
surge to put away the Raiders.

Despite being held to five hits,
Fort Mill scored twice in the fifth
and four times in the sixth inning to
pull away from Laurens for a 10-6
victory in the first round of the
Class 5A, District III playoffs. Fort
Mill advanced to Thursday’s sec-
ond round, where it was to host T.L.
Hanna.

Laurens, meanwhile, was sent
into an elimination game Thursday
night at Mauldin. If Laurens were
to win, it would play again
Saturday at the loser of the FM-
Hanna game. A loss would end the
Raiders’ season.

Fort Mill got out of the gates
strong, scoring three runs in the
first and one run in the third. The
Raiders were able to respond in the
top of the fourth with a two-run
single from Luke Willis that cut the
lead in half, but Fort Mill’s late
rally essentially put the game on
ice.

Laurens did score four runs in
the top of the seventh to make the
final score a little more
respectable. Tanner Smith’s double
brought in two runs and Zak Rice
followed with a run-scoring single
to right. Smith later scored on a
wild pitch.

Laurens was held to just four
hits, and no Raider had more than
one hit in the game.

Smith suffered the loss in five
innings of work, allowing six runs
(four earned) on three hits and five
walks while striking out six. Heath
Bragg replaced Smith in the sixth,
giving up four runs (three earned)
on two hits and a walk, striking out
one.

Laurens Academy 8,
Newberry Academy 2 (Tuesday):
The Crusaders got a much-needed
victory in support of their postsea-
son hopes when they won over
rival Newberry Academy.

Dawson Foster went 3-for-4
with two RBI and three runs scored
while Noah Moore (three RBI) and
Kyle Thompson each had two hits.
Cal Robertson went the distance on
the mound to earn the victory,
allowing one earned run on five
hits and three walks, striking out
three.

LA took on King Thursday in
the regular-season finale for the
Crusaders.

PREPS
Softball

Clinton 9, Spartanburg 3
(Tuesday): The Red Devils
entered the postseason on a high,
knocking off the Vikings at home.

Kamryn Akins earned a com-
plete-game victory for Clinton,
allowing three unearned runs on
four hits and four walks, striking
out 11. She also had two hits on
offense, scoring three times.

Hunter Benson doubled and
drove in three runs while Mac
Taylor had two RBI. Maddi Wood
had two hits and two runs scored.

Clinton opened state playoff
action Thursday with a trip to
Chesnee.

Wardlaw 22, Laurens
Academy 1, 3 innings
(Tuesday): Blair Quarles dou-
bled and had the lone RBI for the

Crusaders in the loss.
Julia Marlett took the loss,

allowing 19 runs (13 earned) on
eight hits and 13 walks.

Tennis
Clinton 6, Woodruff 1

(Tuesday): Clinton wrapped up a
perfect region season (10-0) and
moved to 11-2 overall by knocking
off Woodruff in the regular-season
finale.

Ike Waldron completed a perfect
season of his own by rolling to a 6-
0, 6-2 victory at No. 1 singles.
Connor Donley (No. 2 singles),
Anders Orr (No. 3), Hayden Minor
(No. 4) and Brandon Campbell
(No. 5) all won their matches in
straight sets, and the No. 1 doubles
team of Waldron and Donley won
in straight sets as well.

Clinton, by winning the Region
3-3A title, earned a first-round bye
in the state tournament. The Red
Devils will open postseason play
Tuesday when they host either
Indian Land or Seneca.

Prep soccer
Clinton girls 2, Ninety Six 0

(Tuesday): Clinton capped off an
amazing inaugural varsity season
with its 11th victory, shutting out
Ninety Six.

Madison Bagwell scored her
15th goal of the season off an assist
from Abby Collins, who then
scored her 10th goal of the season
in the second half.

Clinton begins state tournament
play on Monday.

Clinton boys 7, Ninety Six 0
(Tuesday): Parker Duncan record-
ed a hat trick, Gavin Kiley had two
goals and both Brandon Demery
and Sam Tiller scored once to
boost Clinton.

The shutout was the eighth on
the season for Clinton, furthering a
single-season program record.

Prep golf
Greenwood 166, Laurens boys

185 (Tuesday): The Eagles
knocked off the Raiders at
Lakeside Country Club as the team
continued preparations for next
week’s region tournament.

Bailey Goode and Collin Harlan

each shot 41 to lead Laurens while
Preston Mahon shot 50 and Jason
Rogers followed at 53.

Clinton second (Monday): In a
three-team meet at Heddles
Hideaway, Clinton finished five
shots behind Union County, and 17
shots ahead of Broome. Clinton
shot 173 in the meet.

Phoebe Carles topped the Red
Devils’ cause with a round of 38
while Zoe Carles shot 41, Sofia
Carles shot 43 and Javi Carles fired
a round of 51.

COLLEGE
Presbyterian 15, Davidson 7

(Tuesday): Presbyterian scored six
runs in the second inning and
opened up a 9-0 lead to quickly put
away the Wildcats in Clinton.

Zacchaeus Rasberry had three
hits, including a triple and a homer,
drove in four runs and scored three
times. Johnny Cook also homered,
had three hits, and drove in four
runs while Matt Burke had two hits
and three runs scored. Nick
Guimbarda, Ashby Smith (two
RBI) and Andrew Livingston each
scored twice.

Matt Norton got the victory for
PC in 3 2/3 innings of work.
Norton allowed three runs on two
hits and four walks, striking out
two.
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SPORTS

Saturday & Sunday, April 27 & 28
Pee Wees & Up: ATV Races - Saturday starting at 10 • Motorcycle Races - Sunday starting at 8

Strange's Ranch - 1313 Ranch Road, Laurens

$10
Admission

Call Eddie Hall 684-1210
2 Locations to Serve You:

Little River Trading Co., 211 Hillcrest Dr., Laurens •Hwy 221 S., Cold Point

Buy or
Rent to Own
New & Used

WWW.PREMIERBUILDINGS.US

• New & Used Cabins & Storage Buildings
• 1 & 2 Car Metal Carports & Garages

Financing
Available

No Credit CheckLowest Prices in Town • Free Delivery

THOMAS
MECHANICAL

HEATING & COOLING • REFRIGERATION

We install, replace and repair Carrier, Lennox, Trane, Rheem, Goodman,
Heil,Tempstar, Intertherm, Nordyne, Ruud, Payne, American Standard,
Bryant, Coleman, and York  air conditioning and heat pumps at the most
reasonable rates around. CALL TODAY!

CALL THOMAS MECHANICAL
864-681-4247

Get ready for
summer!

Schedule your HVAC
tune-up now.
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HAPPY DAY — Laurens Academy volleyballer Kinsley Akins shows off her new college col-
ors, as teammates and her coach pose with her, after Akins announced her intentions
Wednesday to attend and play for the Koalas of Columbia College in the fall.

By Nick Herman
Sports Editor

From Prosperity to Utopia - or,
at least, college.

Laurens Academy’s Kinsley
Akins made her collegiate plans
official Tuesday, announcing she
will study and play volleyball at
Columbia College. She made the
announcement official during a
mid-day ceremony with family,
teammates and classmates inside
the Laurens Academy gymnasi-
um.

Akins began attending LA two
years ago, making the arduous
drive every day to school - one
hour, each way but that didn’t
deter her from bettering herself

not only in the classroom but
also on the court. That included
time during summer vacation
when, as LA Headmaster Todd
Kirk recalled, she would come in
every day the gym was open to
get better.

“That’s the result of hard
work,” Kirk said of Akins’ sign-
ing.

Akins said she fell in love with
Columbia College, which won
out over Bob Jones and Montreat
for her signature.

“The fact I love volleyball so
much and I was able to get the
opportunity and meet the girls,
and fall in love with the school,
is just amazing,” Akins said,
adding she felt very welcome at

the college.
Akins said her improved hit-

ting over the past year helped
paved the way to joining the
Koalas. As for her hour-long
commute to school, she said,
“it’s not as bad now as it used to
be, for sure.”

Akins is looking to major in
speech language therapy in col-
lege. She noted how her love of
working with kids got her inter-
ested in such a major.

As to whether working with
children would also include ulti-
mately come back as a volleyball
coach, Akins didn’t shut the door
on such a possibility.

“Maybe so,” she said. We’ll
have to see.”

LA’s Akins off to Columbia College

By Nick Herman
Sports Editor

After four years at the helm of
the Presbyterian College men’s
tennis program, during which the
team reached unprecedented
heights and earned plenty of
deserved recognition
from the Big South
Conference, Patrick
Fediuk has decided to
take his talents and head
to the beach.

Not South Beach,
mind you, but Hilton
Head.

Fediuk resigned as the head
coach of the Blue Hose
Wednesday, and also was
announced as the new Head
Academy Coach at Smith Stearns
Tennis Academy in Hilton Head.
Fediuk, a 2009 graduate of PC,
helped lead the Blue Hose to the
2017 Big South Championship
and an NCAA Tournament appear-
ance – the first NCAA bid for any

PC team following the college’s
transition to Division I in 2007.

That squad also landed six spots
on the All-Big South team.

“I would like to thank PC for all
that they have done for me and my
family,” Fediuk said. “It has been
such a special place for me person-

ally, and to be able to share that
with both Nicole and now John

is something I will cher-
ish forever.”

This season the Blue
Hose went 5-3 in confer-
ence before falling in

their first match of the
Big South Tournament.

Max Benson was named Big
South Freshman of the Year while
Oscar Alvarez and Daniel Stenger
landed all-conference selections.

Fediuk had been with the pro-
gram since joining for the 2014-15
season as an assistant with both the
men’s and women’s tennis teams.
He had been a fitness specialist
and coach at Smith Stearns for four
years before that.

The search for Fediuk’s replace-
ment is underway.

Brooks exits, too: One day after
Fediuk’s departure as the men’s
tennis coach at PC, women’s tennis
coach Steve Brooks resigned.

Brooks helped lead the Blue
Hose to a second-place finish in
the Big South, and had multiple
selections to the All-Big South
team. Katie Thompson was named
Scholar Athlete of the Year, while
Tracy Johnson and Sydney Patton
were named to the all-conference
first team in doubles. Thompson
and Beth Taylor were a second-
team doubles selection, and Patton
and Taylor were second team picks
in singles.

Presbyterian went 7-2 in Big
South play this past season, easily
their best since going Division I,
and finished in second place in the
standings. PC lost in the quarterfi-
nals of the Big South Tournament.

A search for Brooks’s replace-
ment is underway.

PC men’s, women’s tennis coaches exit

Raiders open baseball playoffs with loss

By Nick Herman
Sports Editor

Errors have plagued the
Laurens Raiders’ softball team
many times during the 2019 sea-
son and Tuesday night’s regular-
season finale against the Easley
Green Wave was another chapter
in the season-long story.

The Raiders let a 4-1 lead after
five innings slip away Tuesday
against the Green Wave and an
eighth-inning mistake allowed the
eventual game-winning run to
cross as Easley rallied for a 5-4
victory in Laurens.

The loss knocked the Raiders
out of contention for the No. 2
spot and into the No. 4 spot in
Region 1-5A, costing Laurens
home-field advantage in the play-
off opener Thursday night. The
team’s reward? A match against
Byrnes, which rolled to a 22-3
record in the regular season.

Laurens was slated to play
today (Saturday) in its second
game at either Blythewood or
Nation Ford. If Laurens upset
Byrnes, today’s game will be for a
trip to the District II final. A loss
to Byrnes would make today’s
game an elimination game.

After Easley scored the first
run of the game on a two-out sin-
gle to right field in the top of the

first, Laurens tied the score with a
Kauree Munyan two-out single
down the left-field line in the bot-
tom half of the first.

Rachel Delio, Laurens’ starting
pitcher, helped keep the score
knotted over the next four
innings, allowing only one hit.
She recorded six of her 10 strike-
outs for the game between the
second and fifth innings.

Laurens, however, could not
cash in on opportunities to break
the tie through the second, third
and fourth innings. The Raiders
stranded a runner at second in the
bottom of the second, stranded
two runners in scoring position in
the third and went down in order
in the fourth.

But the fifth inning finally saw
the Raiders break through.
Cassidy Plaia doubled with one
out and eventually came around
on a wild throw by the shortstop,
who tried to pick Plaia off after
she went around second base. The
throw went all the way into foul
territory beyond right field,
allowing Plaia to score.

Laurens then loaded the bases
for Trinity Daniels whose two-run
single to right extended the lead
to 4-1, and it appeared the
Raiders were on their way to vic-
tory.

But then the Raider defense

broke down. Following a two-run
homer, Easley took advantage of
an errant throw on an RBI double
to tie the score in the top of the
sixth. After the Green Wave put
runners on second and third with
two out, Delio worked out of any
further damage as she got a line
out to right field to end the inning.

Laurens did itself no favors on
offense when it lined into double
plays to end both the sixth and
seventh innings, killing any
potential rallies the team put
together.

A key error in the eighth
allowed the Greenwave to take
the lead. With an Easley runner
on second but with two out and 0-
2 on the count, Delio threw what
was called as a ball by the umpire.
The runner on second tried to
steal third but Munyan’s throw
was wild and went into the out-
field, allowing what was the even-
tual winning run to cross.

Laurens’ hopes for an eighth-
inning comeback fizzled out on
three ground balls – two to the
pitcher, one to shortstop – that
ended the game.

Plaia led the offense with three
hits while Munyan, Daniels and
outfielder Michaela Smith each
had two hits. For the game Delio
allowed eight hits and three
earned runs, walking two.

LDHS drops softball regular-season finale


