
After a thorough review of the
available data, the State Climate
Extremes Committee (SCEC) unan-
imously voted to accept the 2018
rainfall total of 123.45 inches
observed by the National Weather
Service (NWS) Cooperative Station,
known as Jocassee 8 WNW, as the
new official state annual rainfall
record for South Carolina. This value
surpasses the previous official record
of 119.16 inches measured at
Hogback Mountain in 1979.

The SCEC examined rainfall data
from the surrounding area, along
with weather patterns throughout the
twelve-month period to come to their
conclusion to validate the total. The
SCEC team was comprised of repre-
sentatives from the South Carolina
State Climatology Office and a
member from the NWS Office in

Greenville-Spartanburg, along with
delegates from the Southeast
Regional Climate Center (SERCC),
NWS Eastern Region Headquarters
and the National Centers for
Environmental Information (NCEI).

The January 2018 SCDNR press
release provides background infor-
mation about the station and record:

The final report is available
on the NCEI SCEC website at:
h t t p s : / / w w w. n c d c . n o a a .
g o v / m o n i t o r i n g -
content/extremes/scec/reports/20190
405-South-Carolina-Annual-
Rainfall.pdf

A complete list of the current state
records can also be found on the
NOAA website. 

The complete URL is:
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/extremes
/scec/records/sc .

By John Clayton
Editor

Laurens County Council
voted unanimously to extend the
contract of County
Administrator Jon Caime fol-
lowing an executive session at
its April 23 meeting.

Caime’s extension is for three
more years, and he said its com-

pensation package is the same as
his original three-year deal.
Caime was hired away from the
same post in Hart County, Ga.,
in March of 2016 and began
work here in April of that year.

He said he is pleased with
where the county is sitting after
his initial three years at the
helm.

“Everything has gone exactly

according to plan based on the
original priorities outlined by
council,” Caime said. “I quickly
realized there were dreams and
priorities of council and dreams
and priorities of the residents of
Laurens County.”

Caime said his first goal was
to work on the county’s budget-
ing process and make sure it was
on sound financial footing.

“We had three years to put
together a program to get the
county finances going in the
right direction, and we were able
to do that,” he said.

Caime credited his team of
administrators and employees
for the work they’ve accom-
plished over the past three years,
including getting employee
compensation levels in line

across the board.
“We’ve been able to do that

and some other things without
any increase in taxes,” he said.

During his first three years in
Laurens County, Caime was also
a finalist for the top jobs in
Spartanburg and Oconee coun-
ties. He said those would-be
moves would have meant signif-
icant pay increases. He currently

makes about $120,000 per year.
“Oconee County was my

home as well,” he said. “But
Laurens County is my home
now, and I’m proud to say that it
is. I’m happy to be here.”

Also in executive session,
council members considered a
fire services contract with the
City of Clinton but did not take
any action on the proposal.
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Registration Gift
Each member who is present and registers at the

Annual Meeting will receive a

• $25 Credit on their electric bill. 
(Limit one $25 electric bill credit per membership)

Grand Prize
• 2014 Chevrolet 1500 Truck

Grand Prize vehicle similar 
to the one pictured.

Early Bird Prize
• YETI® Tundra Haul Portable

Wheeled Cooler that holds 45 cans

(Must be registered prior to 10 a.m.)

Just for High School Seniors
• Two $1,000 Scholarships

Two $1,000 scholarships will be given 
away to high school seniors whose 

parents, grandparents or guardians are 
members in attendance (student does not  

have to attend). The member at the annual
meeting can register for the scholarship 

drawing on the student’s behalf.

GIFTS & PRIZESRegistration & Voting for Board of Trustees 
8:30 –10:30 a.m.

Entertainment
9–10 a.m.

Early Bird Prize Drawing
10 a.m.

Business Meeting Begins
10:30 a.m.

Prize drawings will follow the business meeting.siness meeting.
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LOCAL PEOPLE. SERVING YOU.

GIFTS & PRIZESR i t ti & V ti f B d f T t

Join us this year at

Laurens Electric’s 2019 Annual Meeting!
Saturday, June 1

Laurens Electric’s Main Office, 2254 Highway 14, Laurens, SC 29360

Entertainment
MIghty Kicks

The band has performed worldwide playing a mix of Motown and
Top 40 Dance Songs combined with high-energy choreography!

laurenselectric.com                 1-800-942-3141

Join us this year at

Laurens Electric’s 2019 Annual Meeting!
Saturday, June 1
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2  $1,000 Scholarships

BENEFIT AUCTION
CROSS HILL MENNONITE SCHOOL

12146 Hwy. 39, Cross Hill (3 miles south of Cross Hill)

SATURDAY • MAY 11 • 10 A.M.

24th
Annual

FIND US ON FACEBOOK AT CHMS ANNUAL BENEFIT AUCTION

If you wish to donate items for the auction, contact Jason Fehr 864-993-1832 or Colton Webb 910-934-6621.
Donations don’t need to be new, but functional & current items are appreciated.

CASH, CHECK, VISA & MASTERCARD ACCEPTED

Kiddie
cornerCANDY

TOYS

TRAIN
RIDES & MORE

Lunch
11 a.m.-1 p.m.

BBQ PORK & CHICKEN
Plate Includes Slaw or

Potato Salad, Beans, Dinner Roll

Breakfast
8-10 a.m.

BISCUITS & GRAVY
FRESH DOUGHNUTS

FRIED PIES
Baked Goods

BREADS, CAKES,
COOKIES, PIES,

CINNAMON ROLLS

Quilts
Hand-Stitched & Pieced

Baby Quilts, Comforters & Cheater Cloth Quilts

Horse & Cart Tricycle
3’x4’ Chicken Coop with 4’x8’

Pen & 6 Hens
10’x16’ Storage Barn
Frozen Sweet Corn

Strawberry Jam
Child Airplane Swing
Dog Crate End Table
Hand-Turned Pen
Wild Horse Wall Hanging 40”x35”
Dresser Bed
Jelly Cabinet
Pork Sausage
Trail Bologna

Ground Beef
Candle Holders
Western Style Plant Pots
John Deere Wall Hanging

43”x35”
Sewing Machine
Planters
Bird House
Hallway Bench with Storage

2 Mid-Century Style End
Tables

3 Quilted Throw Pillows
Camping Cot
Storage Reading Nook
Compost Bin
House Plants
Collapsible All-Terrain Wagon
Lawn Swing Set

AUCTION
ITEMS: Bring Your

Lawn Chairs
& Enjoy

The Day!

Heart of Rose ~ 100”x112”
Long Star Quilt ~ 114”x104”
Peacock Quilt ~ 111”x106”
Star Quilt & Deer Quilt ~ Queen
Log Cabin Quilt ~ 94”x104”
Lone Star Applique ~ 100”x112”

126 Musgrove St. • Clinton • 833-4134

Hoyt    HanveyH
Jewelers

Charm Mom
on her

special day!

MOTHER’S DAY IS MAY 12!

Mom Charm
Bracelet

$39
VERDIN'S TOOVERDIN'S TOO

MOTHER'S DAY SALE!

Hours: Monday-Saturday 8 a.m.-6 p.m. • 984-0244
Historic Public Square Across from Smith Chevrolet - Laurens

Azaleas • Knock Out Roses • Kimberly Queen Ferns • Mandevilla • Hibiscus

20%
 Off

TREES

Gift
Certificates
Available!

Gift
Certificates
Available!

CACTI
SUCCULENTS &
FAIRY GARDENS!

CONCRETE
STATUARY, BIRD

BATHS & FOUNTAINS

Plus

Big & Beautiful

FERNS
$12

CALL 864-557-2212

Macho &
Kimberly
Varieties

When You Think Real Estate In

The Upstate, Choose Gray Estate

864-981-3039
scott@grayestaterealty.com
www.grayestaterealty.com

Your Community Real Estate Agency

Scott Cook

Laurens County Council gives Caime 3-year extension

New record annual
rainfall total set in S.C.


