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Like Us On

Happy Mother’s Day

By Judith Brown
Staff Writer

Even in a year filled with major rules
changes to the state level, Science
Olympians from Clinton Middle School
again won the right to represent South
Carolina for the 17th consecutive year in
Nationals. The team is fundraising for the
$25,000 trip to Nationals at Cornell
University in Ithaca, New York.

So far the team has two fundraisers
planned at FATZ in Clinton, with a Spirit
Night on Thursday, May 16 and a Pancake
Breakfast on Saturday, May 25.

The Clinton Middle School team has
traveled to Nationals three straight years,
and that follows 14 years of state titles as
Bell Street Middle School, said CMS
Science Olympiad Coach Terri O’Shields,
who teaches at Clinton High School. Each
year Nationals are held in different loca-
tions. Team members are excited about the
plans for this trip, since Cornell University,
and the city of Ithaca is a hub for several sci-
ence museums and exhibits, such as a Carl
Sagan Planet Walk in downtown Ithaca. On
the way the team will make stops at
Appalachia Glass in Weston, West Virginia
and Corning, New York to hear about the

chemistry behind glassmaking, and they’ll
even experience and have lessons on the
energy produced by Niagara Falls.

"Ithaca has tons of waterfalls and is near
the Fingerlakes area of New York, and all
that is glacier formed so the kids are excit-
ed about seeing that because in the
Dynamic Planet competition they have to
know all about the different ways that
mountains are formed," O’Shields said.
"We don’t go anywhere without talking
about the differences in the plant and animal
life or noticing the differences in the tree
lines in the mountains.”

(Continued on page 2)

2019 Science Olympiad

CMS again representing state, fundraising for
May 28 trip to Nationals, Cornell University

CMS OLYMPIANS — This spring the Clinton Middle School’s Science Oympiad team won the state title for the
17th year in a row against charter and STEM schools in South Carolina. Now, it’s working to raise $25,000 for
its trip to represent South Carolina middle schoolers at Nationals at Cornell University in Ithaca, New York.

By John Clayton
Editor

Connor Shaw was a dual-threat quarterback while at
South Carolina, but according to coaches and team-
mates his leadership skills may have surpassed his abil-
ity to run and throw a football.

The former Gamecocks star and NFL signal-caller
put those leadership skills on display Wednesday at
Laurens District High School as a guest  speaker dur-
ing ILUNCH, a lunch period that gives students  choic-
es as to where and how to spend their lunch periods.
Shaw, out of football and in private business at the age
of 27, spoke to students about teamwork, conf idence,
contentment and servant leadership.

“Let’s make something clear right now,” Shaw said.
“Just because I am behind the podium and have the
microphone does not mean that I have it all f igured
out.”

Shaw left South Carolina as its all-time winningest
quarterback with 27 and holds several other offensive
records. He was undrafted by the NFL but signed with
the Cleveland Browns as an undrafted free agent in
2014. He started one game for the Browns as a rookie,
but injuries ended his tenure with the Browns before
the 2016 season. He signed with the Chicago Bears in
2016, but a broken leg suffered in a preseason game
ended his 2017 season and his NFL career.

After being successful at every level as an athlete,
Shaw was suddenly faced with “Plan B.” He has since
entered the private business sector, but continues to
speak to young people.

“We were very pleased with the message he brought
because it really hit home to our kids. Connor hasn’t
always had it easy,” said LDHS Athletic Director
Tommy Spires. “He’s had to f ight through adversity
throughout his college career, as well as his NFL
career.”

Spires said it was important for LDHS students to
learn that Shaw earned his degee at South Carolina
despite achieving stardom on the college football f ield.

“It was a very good point for kids to hear,” he said.
LDHS boys basketball coach Ryan Walker said

Shaw’s message about leadership transcended sports
and was important for every student in attendance to
hear.

“Leaders serve,” Shaw said. “If you take the time to 
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Shaw hits on
leadership at

LDHS ILUNCH
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PRE-SUMMER SAVINGS
2017 FORD F-350 SUPERDUTY LARIAT
Crew Cab, FX4, Heated & Cooled Seats

$48,9953080A

2018 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 LT
Local Trade, Extra Clean, Nav., Z71 Pkg.

$33,9953017A

2018 FORD F150 XLT
4x4, V6, EcoBoost, Hard to Find

$33,995P2571

2017 NISSAN FRONTIER SV
V6, Crew Cab

$19,995P2563

2017 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 4x4
One Owner, Extra Clean, Four Doors

$26,9953041A

2016 FORD FUSION SE
Leather, Roof, Nav., Premium Wheels

$15,995P2539

2016 FORD EXPLORER XLT
Lease Turn-In, Leather Seats

$25,995

2016 FORD EXPLORER
202A Pkg., 8” Touch Screen Radio, Leather

$23,995

2016 FORD EDGE
27K Miles, Like New!

$15,995
2016 FORD FUSION SE

Black, Low Miles, Fuel Saver

$14,995P2544

P2548

3000A

P2529

2013 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
Fuel Saver, Local Trade

$11,995P2518A

2016 FORD FUSION S
Low Miles, Lease Turn-In

$13,995P2472

2016 FORD FUSION S
Fuel Saver, Extra Clean

$13,495P2471

2010 FORD EXPLORER XLT
3rd Row, Sunroof, Running Boards

$8,9952983A

2016 FORD EXPLORER XLT
2nd Row Bucket Seats, Nav.

$25,995P2572

2015 FORD FOCUS SE
Gas Saver, Automatic Transmission

$11,995P2573

RECENTRECENT
TRADES

2017
CHRYSLER
PACIFICA
3091A

$25,995
2010
FORD F250
CREW CAB
3056B

$11,995
2013
FORD
TAURUS
3081A

$13,995
2014
FORD
EXPLORER
P2578

$18,995
2004
NISSAN
MURANO
3090A

$8,995

Offer available on top of current public cash offers on select 2018 and 2019 Ford vehicles. May not combine with other private or commercial offers. Limit of one purchase. Offer not available on Focus RS, Mustang Shelby® GT350/GT350R, Mustang BULLITT, Ford GT, and F-150 Raptor. Limit one offer per
household. May be transferred in the household. Residency restrictions apply. For all offers, take new retail delivery from an authorized Ford Dealer’s stock by 5/31/2019. Go to BuyFordNow.com, Ford ThanksEducators.com, or see Firmin Ford for qualifications and complete details.

FIRMIN FORD
APPRECIATES
EDUCATION
EMPLOYEES $500 Educator Appreciation Cash available for K-12 certified teachers, teacher aides, teacher educational assistants, school

administrators, principals, assistant principals, speech pathologists, school office staff, guidance counselors, school technical
support staff, nurses, librarians, and psychologists in public, private and charter schools, as well as lifetime teaching credential
holders and college/university professors of North Carolina and South Carolina schools.
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