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LDHS, CHS
seniors
walk the
walk

The Class of 2019 from Laurens
District High School and Clinton High
School celebrated graduation Wednesday
night on their respective campuses.

Nearly 600 graduates accepted their
diplomas, making the momentous walk
across the stage in front of family,
friends and classmates.

Graduation at LDHS marked the first
one presided over by Tina Faulkner as
principal, while Maureen Tiller took part
in her final graduation ceremony at
Clinton High. Tiller is taking over as
principal of the new Fountain Inn High
School.

Laurens Academy and Lighthouse
Christian Academy held their graduation
ceremonies on earlier dates.

The Advertiser wishes all the members
of the Class of ’19 a bright and success-
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LEAN ON ME — Clinton High Principal Maureen Tiller, left,
helps Zachary Witmer down a ramp after Witmer picked up his
diploma Wednesday night. Witmer suffered a leg injury earlier
and was on crutches, but determined to walk across the stage.

DONE DEAL — Laurens District High 55 graduate Tamela
Marie Avery looks to her family in the stands as she celebrates
with her diploma Wednesday night during graduation cere-
monies.

ful future.

For more photos from Wednesday
night’s graduation ceremonies,
see page 8.

McMaster addresses education, Panthers

By John Clayton
Editor

South Carolina Gov. Henry McMaster
lauded South Carolinians for the amia-
bility and work ethic that he says helps
attract industry and businesses to the
state, but also said its secondary educa-
tion system needs significant improve-
ments.

“To be weak in education is not
good,” said McMaster, speaking
Thursday at the Rotary Club of Laurens
regular meeting. “But to recognize it
and not do something about it is disas-

trous.”

McMaster noted a $10 million invest-
ment in providing School Resource
Officers for every school in the state
and additional funds to be spent on
raising teacher salaries 5% to bring
them up to the Southeast average. He
said he also wants to see mental health
professionals available to each public
school in the state.

“If we can fix (education) and keep
taxes low and regulations out, we’ll be
in good shape,” he said. “We have to
help our schools in rural areas. We have
a lot of problems there.”

McMaster outlined the Rural School
District Economic Development Grant
Closing Fund, an incentive-based pro-
gram to help provide infrastructure for
education in rural areas across the
state.

“If there’s no water and sewer and if
the school building is raggedy, (indus-
try and their employees) aren’t com-
ing,” he said.

McMaster also touted a $115 million
incentives bill he signed Wednesday
will bring the NFL’s Carolina Panthers
headquarters from Charlotte across the
state line to Rock Hill.

“We build things here. We build air-
planes. We build automobiles, and as of
yesterday, we’ll be building football
teams,” he said.

In order for the Panthers to be eligi-
ble for the tax incentives built into the
agreement, state law that will allow the
team to claim the players as employees
— like any other industry — had to be
changed.

How the $200 million facility, which
McMaster said will include a state-of-
the art sports medicine center, a con-
vention center, and multiple practice
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SIZZLIN SUMMER SAVINC"IS’
ATTENTION ALL VETERANS! |

EXTENDED THROUGH JULY 8*

FOR ALL YOU DO, WE SALUTE THOSE WHO SERVE.

1,000

MILITARY BONUS CASH*
ONTOP OF ALL OTHER
PUBLIC OFFERS.

e
One Owner,
Local Trade,
Only 44,520 Miles

1 7,995

*Ford Military Appreciation Cash available for active, retired and veteran members of an eligible military branch,
spouses/surviving spouses and household members on purchase or lease of eligible new 2018/2019/2020 eligible Ford or Lincoln
vehicles. Not available on Focus RS, Mustang Shelby® GT350/GT350R, Mustang BULLITT, Ford GT, F-150 Raptor, Lincoln Aviator and
Aviator GT. May not be used with other Ford private or commercial offers. Amounts may vary by market. limit of 5 purchases or
leases. U.S. residents only. Take new retail delivery from an authorized Ford or Lincoln Dealer's stock by 7/8/19. See dealer or go to

FordSalutesThoseWhoServe.com for complete details and eligibility.

203 HYUNDAI ELANTRA|2016 FORD EXPLORER XLT|_ 2015 FORD FOCUS f

1-Passenger,
Navigation,
Leather Heated Seats

st s 3] 0,995

2012 CHEVROLET
SUBURBAN LT

Local Trade
3054M

Laurens, SC

Silver ¢ Local Trade
P2572A

Gas Saver,
Automatic
Transmission

23,995

2015 BMW Xi

S, 19, 995

Local Trade,
Low Mileage

|2017 CHRYSLER PACIFICA

1-Passenger, Leather, $
Navigation, Rear DVD, 24 995
Local 0ne Owner
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2016 FORD F150
SUPER CREW 4x4

Only 37,000 Miles, One Owner

ECK OUT THESE NEW ARRIVALS! TN

2011 FORD
EXPLORER

Silver ¢ Local Trade
3027A

Local

2018 FORD
EXPLORER

3116A

2007 DODGE
RAM 3500 4x4

Dual Rear Wheels ¢ Diesel
3017C

One Owner

2017 FORD
F250 XL

Local One Owner
3054A

2016 CHEVROLET
SUBURBAN

Local Trade ® Leather
P2582

MENTION THIS AD TO THE DEALER TO RECEIVE THE ADVERTISED PRICE

HWY. 76 (LAURENS-cLINTON HWwY.) LAURENS

864-682-3111 * 866-535-1805 .
www.firminford.com G

Hours: 8:30-6:00 Mon.-Fri. ® 9-3 Sat.
Bob Byers  William Hill e Bob Pace ¢ Sally Byers ¢ Dustin Hatfield ® Brian Wyatt ¢ Matthew Firmin




