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Curiosity Corner: 37 years and counting

Question: It’s the start of another
curious season of the Curiosity
Corner. This will be the 37th year
— maybe I’ll make it through
another one if I'm lucky. As my
regular readers know, I kick off
each season by airing some of my
curious observations or pet peeves
— some old and some new. Have a
little fun and see if they agree with
yours. Here we go!

We have gone through the neu-
tering of things. For example, a
fireman is now a firefighter, a
weatherman is now a meteorolo-
gist, and a garbage man is now a
sanitation engineer. (I don’t think a
manbhole is a person hole yet.) And,
I learned another one. While work-
ing on a textbook revision, I used
the phrase “unmanned space satel-
lite” My editor changed it to
“uncrewed space satellite.” (I can’t
be gender correct, let alone politi-
cally correct.) I also noticed that
actresses are being called actors. I
guess it won’t be long until a wait-
ress becomes a waiter, or a princess
a prince.

Legend. Have you noticed how
many people have become legends
these days? To me, a legend is gen-
erated by a bunch of stories com-
ing down from the past, like the
legend of the Old West, or a person
of fame and notoriety, such as
Jesse James. Some people don’t
make legend status. For example,
Winston Churchill or Albert
Einstein aren’t generally referred
to as legends — just famous peo-
ple. It seems like it doesn’t take
much time for someone to become
a legend nowadays. Some people
are even termed legends in their
own time (still alive), most often in
entertainment and sports. I guess if
a legend had to stand the test of
time, we would lose a lot of “leg-
ends.”
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think there’ a fifth center lane!

One other driving peeve. This
one involves a four-lane highway
with work being done on one side
and one lane closed, and flashing
signs, like “left lane closed ahead;
merge right.” Traffic dutifully lines
up in the right lane approaching
closed left lane. However, there is
usually two or three cars that zip by
in the left lane and want to crowd
in at the last possible moment. In
long lines, I've seen semi-truck
drivers get into the left lane and
drive slowly so the inconsiderate
drivers can’t pass. One time years
ago, I saw a state patrol at the
merge point handing out tickets to
those who didn’t merge right.
Great idea!

Here’s an old one. I don’t like
crowds and go to stores early on
off-days. A few years ago, [ was in
a crowded store pushing my bug-
gie (cart) around, and noted some
suggestions in a column to
improve the conditions of buggie
drivers. Here is a recap of what I
thought stores should initiate:

+Side aisles connecting to main
aisles should have stop signs. See-
around convex mirrors would be
helpful, too.

*Buggie pushers should stay on
the right. Passing lanes would be
great, to help get around those
stalled shoppers.

*Put horns on buggies so we can
warn other shoppers.

*Have a Buggie Aisle Patrol

Black Cyan Magenta

(BAP) to enforce the buggie rules,
particularly those double parkers
— tow ‘em!

*Have numerous rest areas
where frustrated buggie drivers can
relax and get over their “aisle
rage.”’

It seems my suggestions haven’t
been followed, and so with contin-
uing aisle congestion, I’'m going to
suggest something a little more
drastic — the requirement of a
Buggie Driver’s License. Tests
would be given by the individual
stores — a written part to test one’s
knowledge of buggie rules, and an
in-store test drive. (But not on
weekends, as that would be cruel
and unusual punishment.) If failed,
the test could be taken again. Don’t
give up! I can recommend some
good Buggie Driver’s Training
Schools. (Who knows, some day
Buggie Driver Training courses
may be offered in high schools.)
Those that have their buggie
license may renew them one time
by mail, without going to the DBV

(Department of Buggie Vehicles).
Oh yes, one other suggestion.
There should be a four-lane bypass
around the inside wall of the store
to get from one side to the other
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NURSING GRADUATES RECEIVE PINS — Graduates of Piedmont Technical College’s

Boland, right, and Jamie Walden.

nursing programs from Laurens County were recognized in
he Lex Walters campus in Greenwood. Pictured are Briana

without clogging the aisles. Let’s
keep those aisles safe!

C.PS. (Curious Postscript):
“Have you ever noticed that any-
body driving slower than you is an

PC releases spring dean’s list

idiot, and anyone going faster than The Dean’s List at Pitts Vanessa Huerta-Flores
you is a maniac?”— George Carlin  Presbyterian College is com- Cross Hill - Justin Curtis Laurens - Victoria Ruth
Curious about something? Send posed of students who have Nobles Bates, Madison Ansley Clark,

earned between a 3.3 and a 3.9
grade point average. PC is

your questions to Dr. Jerry D.
Wilson, College of Science and

Bridges,

Gray Court - Jacob Reeves
Trenton Byrd,

Shadarius Nequan Harvey and
Miguel Gilberto Valladares

Mathematics, Lander University,
Greenwood, SC 29649, or email
jerry@curiosity-corner.net.
Selected questions will appear in
the Curiosity Corner. For Curiosity
Corner  background, go to
WWW.curiosity-corner.net.

proud of the following students
for making the Dean’s List dur-
ing the Spring 2019 semester:

Clinton - Mason Paige
Gambrell, Jannah  Alexa
Jackson, Mary Katherine

Kelly, Xi Lin, Reighley Lauren

Here’s a recent one. I'm on the

bypass: a four-lane road with a
center divider lane that you can
pull into and wait to turn to a loca-
tion across the opposite lanes. At
intersections, there is a dedicated
left-turn lane that is marked to pull
into. With a string of cars, I wait to
pull into the marked left-turn lane,
as I should. But recently (three
times in fact), when I was about to
pull in, another car came barreling
down the center divider to get to
the turn lane, and almost creamed
me. Got to watch those drivers who
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Sponsored by McCartha — McClary Orthodontics

Kaylen McKittrick

FOR A FREE CONSULTATION CALL

833-4343

Conveniently located behind Laurens County Hospital
www.mccortho.com
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(adivision of On-Site Builders, LLC)

-Home Repairs  -Facility Maintenance
-Plumbing & Electrical Repairs ,fl
-Excavating  -Brush Removal -Bush Hogging

Jamie Miller:864-200-7258

buildersonsite@yahoo.com  www.OnSiteBuildersLLC.com |1
K OnSiteBuildersLLC

WILL BEAT ANYBODY'S PRICES!
ALL JOBS GUARANTEED!
All Types of Tree Care
Removal, Stump Grinding

8¢5 Tel  (261) 8761518 oF 266-5480

BONDED We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards & Pay Pal

HEATING & COOLING

998-4370 - 303-5089
1-800-710-8722
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* TOWING & WRECKS
* TIRE CHANGES

e WINCH OUTS

e JUMP OFFS

| i
Free Lockout 4\
Assistance if ‘F .
child is locked "
in vehicle.

Sue Douglas Roof ing G Repair

Roofing & Repair ® Pressure Washing
Deck Building & Repair ¢ Gutter Cleaning p
Paint & Stain ¢ Hand Rails
Cool Seal - Mobile Homes

Prompt Response & Reasonable Rates

Call 864-871-2772 or 864-871-5574

Owner
Sue D. Penland

b o

Yard Vacuum
General Grass
Maintenance

CALL OR TEXT 871-1281
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with Purchase of Vinyl

/ / Replacement Windows!

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION

Gwinn's Siding & Window Co.

2785 HWY. 221S - LAURENS - 682-3824

i
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Mark ]ohnson’ Heating & Air

Bathroom & Kitchen
Remodels

Flooring: Hardwood & Tile

Porches ¢ Decks
Additions ¢ Sheds

Chuck Dembisky + SC Lic. #49864 |

— R T TR T e

QUALITY
SERVICE

864-993-9842

cdembisky@centurylink.net

YOUR MOBILE HOME & MANUFACTURED SPECIALIST
Installations » New & Used * Relocations & Change Outs

LICENSED, INSURED, BONDED

Service All Makes & Models

AUTHORIZED INTERTHERM, COLEMAN, GOODMAN

__dj _

bugs dead?
CALL BIG
RED!

864-833-7810

CLIP THIS AD FOR

FREE INSPECTION & *75 OFF

TERMITE TREATMENT & 65
NEW CUSTOMER SPECIAL!

eTermite Control *Rodent Control
> eAnts, Cockroaches, Spiders, Silverfish, etc.

*Wood Infestation Reports *Moisture Control
TECHNICIAN & MASTER TERMITE

BOBBY SMITH B IG RE D
TECHNICIAN (SC LIC. & BONDED) PEST CONTROL

MASTER PEST CONTROL
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Mark Johnson (864) 876-4590 465 Mountainview Dr.
Owner/ Operator (864) 871-4424 Cell Gray Court SC 29645
S&L Home

Improvements

—GENERAL CONTRACTOR—
Licensed & Insured for All
Your Building Needs
— FREE ESTIMATES —

*Seamless Gutters

*Decks, Screened In
Porches, Sunrooms

*Replacement Windows
*Room Additions, Garages
*Vinyl Siding

+Shingle & Metal Roofing
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969-6480
871-0272

= Certified Gunsmith 3 CALL ANYTIME 'H‘;Ts gp:;zsnlENcs
864-593-6013 3 833-6112
oAR-AK-SKS oGeneral Repairs || PAl NTl N G SERV' CE ,; 981 'ZZ_I'J 0

Upgrades *Augie's Ammo Club u

*Duracoat Finishes oFFL Transfers PAINTING:
oCustom Camo Restorations = INTERIOR & EXTERIOR Cuts 'N Such Lawn C are

| *Clean & !nspecl 'Woo(! Stock - PRESSURE WASHING: B For any job you need done right, just ask. &

r 'Acce'ssorles Repairs i DECKS - HOUSES - DRIVEWAYS Mowing, Trimming, Leaf Blowing & More

o *Special Orders  *Glass Bedding Stan Thompson, Owner/Operator

Laarens, SC CALL ARTY ROBBINS

Near Hwy. 252 & Cain Rd.

864-376-1918

stan.thompson31@gmail.com

864-871-4923
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