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“It needs a little cosmetic
work,” Whitmore said of the

find. “If not for that base, it
never would've survived. That
room was dark and dirty and
the floor was full of water
because of all the rain we've
had. It's amazing it survived to
this point.”

The POP Jubilee Parade is a
former Laurens spring tradition
that pre-dated the Squealin’ on
the Square fall festival, and the
clock was from the glass plant’s
Ball-Incon era. Ball-Incon was
formed in 1987 and later became
a subsidiary of the Ball
Corporation, according to a
1990 UPI article.

The Ball-Incon logo is fea-
tured prominently on the clock
face.

The former Laurens Glass
plant was closed less than a
decade after Ball-Incon took
over, shuttering in 1996. Around
400 employees lost their jobs.

Whitmore said salvaging
pieces from such a vital part of
Laurens County history is
important for the museum.

“Laurens Glass was one of
the highest-paying places
around,” he said. “If your folks
worked at Laurens Glass, you
were somebody.”
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TIME AND AGAIN — Robert Whitmore sizes up the clock -
a prop for a POP Jubilee parade float before taking it into the
Laurens County Museum on the square in Laurens.

In addition to the clock,
Whitmore also found old sig-
nage, bricks from the kiln and
pieces of glass that he brought
back to the museum.

“There were a bunch of those
vintage signs and things, and

they’re really going to enlarge
our display of Laurens Glass,”
he said. “There are a lot of good
memories of Laurens Glass, and
even though we lost Laurens
Glass, the memories are still
with us.”

Local financial advisor wins award

Dan Wilson was one of 1,808
financial advisors out of the
firm’s more than 18,000 to
receive the Talent Acquisition
Recognition Award.

Wilson’s office is located at
111 E. Laurens Street (on the
Square), Laurens.

Edward Jones, a Fortune 500
company headquartered in St.
Louis, Mo. provides financial

services in the U.S. and, through
its affiliate, in Canada. Every
aspect of the firm’s business,
from the investments its financial
advisors offer to the location of
its branch offices, caters to indi-
vidual investors. The firm’s
18,000-plus financial advisors
serve more than seven million
clients and care for $1 trillion in
assets under management. Visit

Edward Jones
website at
edward -
jones.com
and recruiting
website at
careers
edwardj]
ones.com.
Member
SIPC.
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Thomas L. Copeland’s
mandatory retirement takes
effect  this
weekend,
and Mareno @
Foggie was §
dismissed |
earlier this §
year in the [3
wake of
legal issues,
so the con-
firmation of
Wham and

Mike

Pitts an'd re- Pitts
appoint-
ment of

Bron this week proved to be
very good timing, according to
District 9 Sen. Danny Verdin.
"It was going to be an
extreme hardship on the two
judges, D.J]. Bron and Tracy
Richards, because we’d have
had to wait until January or
February of next year for new
magistrate nominations,"
Verdin said. "We are very
thankful that we had this for-
tuitous opportunity for guber-

natorial appointment and
Senate confirmation."
That approval came

Tuesday when the General
Assembly gathered to consid-
er several gubernatorial
vetoes. While in session in
Columbia, legislators con-
firmed 25 different magistrates
across the state, said Verdin,
who presented the Laurens
County nominees to
McMaster for appointment.

Pitts and Wham had already
been through the required
experience evaluations and
SLED background checks, and
when the legislators were
called back into open session
for the day, many counties
from across the state took
advantage of the chance to
also have magistrates con-
firmed, Verdin said.

Pitts was well known as a
member of the statehouse for
nearly two decades, both as a
committee chair within the
House Ways and Means
Committee and for his some-
times corntroversial actions,
some of which made national
headlines.

Pitts suffered a severe heart
attack in October, but was
already on the ballot and was
elected to another term in
November. In late December,
he opted to follow doctors'
advice and step down from his
elected office.

Later in January, however,
Pitts came under attack during
Senate confirmation hearings
for a potential director job
with the South Carolina State
Conservation Bank. Since his
confirmation as magistrate
was confirmed, Pitts said he
has seen some criticism from
outside Laurens County for
his appointment as magistrate,
but he is considered highly
qualified and the Senate con-
firmation Tuesday passed
unanimously.

"I'm sure there are always

going to be people out there
that think I should never work
again," Pitts said, "but it’s grat-
ifying that personally I have
gotten nothing but positive
respect for this from people
across party lines, in Laurens
County and from the staff I
knew in Columbia."

Prior to his time in the state
House, Pitts was a cereer law
enforcement officer and he
was a trained mediator for
family court. He also served as
a mediator on a volunteer
basis in Greenwood.

With Pitts and Wham set to
take their oaths of office, Jim
Todd, president of the Laurens
County Bar Association, said
the local bar association was
never contacted about the
openings as is protocol in
some areas.

"While the Laurens Bar was
not officially consulted, we
wish Mr. Pitts and Mr. Wham
the best of luck and look for-
ward to working with them in
the future," Todd said.

Verdin said he feels that the
Laurens County Magistrate’s
Office is in good hands, espe-
cially as the newer judges
complete their training.

"I am very confident in the
competency of the current
judges who makes up of the
Laurens County Magistrates
Office," he said. "It has given
good service to the people of
Laurens County, and I am cer-
tain that the exemplary service
will continue.”

Maritha Fruanks

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY
LAURENS, SOUTH CAROLINA

At the Garden Apartments you can keep your Independence.

AFFORDABLE AUTO SALES

EASY FINANCING ¢ LOW DOWN PAYMENT
Thank you for voting us Best Used Car Dealer'

Selected Vehicles With

To Highly-Qualified Buyers

Must meet all bank requirements.

CARGLINA

HOME OUTLET, LLC
0 Down To HIGHLY Qualified Buyers

Must meet all bank requirements.

803-276-5788

Mitch & EIIen Howard

Clayton Tru

3 Bedroom 2 Bath
only $39,988

Including delivery, set-up, steps & skirting

Let us take care of everything while you discover new
friends and a renewed purpose.

864-984-4541 www.MarthaFranks.com  _.
INDEPENDENT | ASSISTED | MEMORY CARE | SKILLED | HOME CARE | VA | REHAB [

| 2300 WILSON RD, NEWBERRY, SC 29108 -

www.affordablecarolina.com

Qth Wf 9% . CARE]
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'SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE

#2 PENCILS COLORED PENCILS CRAYONS
PENS RULERS MARKERS
WIDE RULE PAPER BINDERS - ALL SIZES BOOKBAGS

2 POCKET FOLDERS SPIRAL NOTEBOOKS INDEX CARDS
GLUE COMPOSITION HIGHLIGHTERS
GLUE STICKS NOTEBOOKS ERASERS

THE LAURENS CO. ADVERTISER IS HOSTING A SUPPLY DRIVE FOR
THE LAURENS CO. SHERIFF'S OFFICE TO ASSIST WITH HELPING THE CHILDREN IN
OUR COUNTY. DONATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED THROUGH JULY 31 AT OUR OFFICE

WEDNESDAY WA

jary3 -\

LITTLE RI\IER

AMPHITHEATEI{/
GORDON STREET e LAURENS

" =~

LOCATED AT 226 WEST LAURENS ST., LAURENS. MON.-THURS. 8 AM.-5P.M. &
FRI.8 A.M.- 12P.M. MONETARY DONATIONS ARE ALSO APPRECIATED.

VENDORS *

CONCESSION
STAND WILL BE
OPEN & SELLING
*SNOWCONES
*DRINKS
*POPCORN

PATRIOTIC TRIBUTE AT 9 P.M., FOLLOWED BY

GIGANTIC FIREWORKS DISPLAY!!!

ACTION FIGURES - SUPER HEROS, ETC . . .
BOARD GAMES

SOCKS - ALL AGES, ALL VARIETIES

HOT WHEELS & HOT WHEELS TRACKS
LEGOS

HAIRBRUSHES & HAIRBOWS

BOOKS FOR ALL AGES

TRAINS, TRUCKS, CARS

PUZZLES & DIARIES

FOOTBALLS & BASKETBALLS
DIAPERS & PULL-UPS - ALL SIZES
BATH TOYS

BABY DOLLS & BARBIES

DRESS-UP TOYS

ART, JEWELRY & CRAFT KITS
SKETCH PADS & COLORED PENCILS
BUILDING BLOCKS REMOTE CONTROL CARS
TOOTHBRUSHES BIKES & HELMETS

ALL DONATIONS ARE APPRECIATED!




