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11-year-old becomes poster child for Neurofi bromatosis Network
By Ryan Horton
Managing Editor

An 11-year-old Russell Babb Ele-
mentary student has become the poster 
child for Oklahoma’s Neurofi bromato-
sis Network. 

Landon Schnittjer and his family 
have been dealing with the autosomal 
dominant disorder known as Neurofi -
bromatosis.

Neurofi bromatosis is a group of 
conditions in which tumors grow in 
the nervous system. There is no known 
prevention or cure, and conditions typ-
ically worsen with time.

Surgery may remove tumors that be-
come cancerous, while radiation and 
chemotherapy can also be used if can-
cer occurs.

“There are several levels of the con-
dition, and the next few years will de-
termine a lot. They’ve been watching 
for tumors and checking his eyes at the 
Children’s Hospital. There’s no cure, 
but they can treat it with radiation and 

chemotherapy,” said Landon’s 
grandmother, Patty Wheel-
er.

In the United States, 
about one in 3,500 
people have the 
more common 
form of NF1 and 
one in 25,000 have 
the severe level 
NF2. Those with 
NF1 have a normal 
life expectancy, while 
NF2 symptoms may not 
become apparent until early 
adulthood.

NF2 increases the risk of early death. 
Landon’s family is deeply connect-

ed with the Harrah community, and 
they’re dedicated to spreading aware-
ness throughout the state.

His sister Ellie is a seventh grad-
er, and his grandmother has been the 
Harrah City Treasurer since 1998.

The family has worked with the 
Neurofi bromatosis Network to estab-

lish upcoming fundraisers and 
meetings in eastern Okla-

homa County.
“There’s no support 
group in Oklahoma. 
We’ve been driv-
ing to the nearest, 
in Kansas City, 
where they have 
support groups 

and seminars to 
teach and support 

the families affected,” 
explained Wheeler.

“We’re creating a support 
group through the network, and 

plan to host four fundraisers a year.”
Fundraisers will raise money to be 

used for Neurofi bromatosis research. 
The fi rst fundraiser is a bowling tour-
nament set for April 13 at Planet Bowl 
in Midwest City.

For more information about or to 
support upcoming fundraisers call 
Patty Wheeler at 454-2951. The fi rst 
support group meeting has been set 

for March 2 at Santa Fe Steakhouse in 
Midwest City. For more details about 
the support group call Breanna at 630-
510-1115 or email bbronowskistuts-
man@nfnetwork.org.

Wheel-

es, 
0 

al 
ile 

y not 
til l

p
meetin

hom
“
g

t
the

expla
“W ’

Harrah’s Landon Schnittjer 
has become th eposter child for 
Oklahoma’s Neurofi bromatosis 
Network. He is a student at 
Russell Babb and his sister 
Ellie is a HMS student.


