
Page 26 Summer  -  2019HOMETOWN  HEROES

In celebration of Independence 
Day the Volunteers of Veterans Cor-
ner would like to express our appre-
ciation on behalf of all Veterans for 
your continuous acknowledgment in 
your newspaper, for recognizing our 
service men and women. It creates a 
spark of patriotism that is needed in 
our great Country. We Volunteers are 
privileged to assist fi rsthand the he-
roes of our past wars and the young 
fi ghting men and women of today’s 
wars. Our gratitude is expressed by 
‘Veterans Helping Veterans’ in as-
sisting them to obtain their earned 
benefi ts as included in the GI BILL 

of Rights:

HEALTH CARE
HOME LOAN GUARNTY
EDUCATION & TRAINING
WINDO’S ASSITANCE
HOMELESS AND MUCH MORE!
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!
ALL ASSTANCE IS FREE TO
VETERANS AND THEIR FAMILIES!

Veterans Corner, Inc.
Hwy. 9 SW Norman, OK

2 miles west of Riverwind 
Casino just past Westrern 

Ave. on the North side. 

Veterans Corner gives thanks

A 2011 Mustang High School 
graduate and Mustang, Oklahoma, 
native is participating in a rigorous 
training process that transforms 
officers into U.S. naval aviators.

Lt. j.g. Morgan Shannon is a 
student pilot with the “Wise Owls” 
of Training Squadron (VT) 31, 
based in Naval Air Station Corpus 
Christi, Texas. The squadron flies 
the T-44C Pegasus aircraft. 

A Navy student pilot is 
responsible for learning how to fly 
multi-engine naval aircraft. 

“I enjoy how intense the training 
is,” Shannon said. “I like being up 
in the clouds and that is the reason 
why I got into aviation, to live a 
lifelong dream.” 

Shannon credits success in 
the Navy to many of the lessons 
learned growing up in Mustang. 

“The morals and values instilled 
in me by my parents made me a 
better person because it set me up 
for success and strengthened my 
leadership skills,” Shannon said. 

The T-44C Pegasus is a twin-
engine, pressurized, fixed-wing 
monoplane used for advanced 
turboprop radar aircraft training 

using two 550 shaft horsepowered 
engines, with a cruising airspeed of 
287 mph. VT-31’s primary mission 
is to train future naval aviators 
to fly as well as instill leadership 
and officer values, Navy officials 
explained. Students must complete 
four phases of flight training 
in order to graduate, including 
aviation pre-flight indoctrination, 
primary flight training, and 
advanced flight training. After 
successfully completing the 
rigorous program, naval aviators 
earn their coveted “Wings of Gold.” 

A key element of the Navy the 
nation needs is tied to the fact that 
America is a maritime nation, and 
that the nation’s prosperity is tied 
to the ability to operate freely on 
the world’s oceans. 

Shannon to serve as next generation 
of U.S. Naval Aviation Warfi ghters 

Morgan Shannon

U.S. Air Force Airman 1st Class 
Nathan W. Westerman graduated 
from basic military training at Joint 
Base San Antonio-Lackland, San An-
tonio, Texas.

The airman completed an inten-
sive, eight-week program that includ-
ed training in military discipline and 
studies, Air Force core values, phys-
ical fi tness, and basic warfare princi-
ples and skills.

Airmen who complete basic train-
ing also earn four credits toward an 

associate in applied science degree 
through the Community College of 
the Air Force.

Westerman is the son of Jason R. 
and Annette L. Westerman of Choc-
taw, Okla., brother of Nicole E. Wes-
terman of Choctaw, Okla., and grand-
son of Carol G. and Wayan Brown of 
Norman, Okla., and Rhonda L. Wes-
terman of Midwest, Okla., and neph-
ew of Reachell Westerman of Choc-
taw, Okla. He is a 2016 graduate of 
Norman High School, Norman, Okla.

Nathan W. Westerman

David Richey joined the United 
States Army after graduation from 
Blanchard High School in 1960 and 
served in the First Infantry Division, 
the “Big Red One” until 1962. Us-
ing the GI Bill he graduated from 
Central State College and went on 
to serve as teacher/coach in the Mid-
Del School System for 34 years. He 
retired from Del City High School as 
Head of the Business Department. 
David has served on the Oklahoma 
County Planning Commission for 25 
years representing District #2. In re-
tirement, he is a rancher/farmer. He 
is a married to Vicki Richey and has 
two sons, Pat and Kyle Richey.

David Richey

By Ryan Horton

This year the McLoud Chamber of 
Commerce will once again provide 
the area with a family friendly, festi-
val themed Salute to Heroes.

The festival began in the 1940s as 
a way to celebrate the end of harvest 
season and the success of the local 
farm crops of blackberries.  The end 
of harvest season and the annual July 

4 community picnic, which had been 
held since 1895 were combined to 
create McLoud’s Blackberry Festi-
val. The 2019 Blackberry Festival 
will take place this year on Friday, 
July 12-13 at the Veteran’s Park in 
McLoud. Carnival rides will open up 
Thursday night before the festival be-
gins. Hours of operation will be 5 to 
11 p.m. on Friday and the fun starts 
at 7 a.m. Saturday and goes all day.

McLoud schedules Salute to Heroes
Annual Blackberry Festival slated for July 12-13


