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The 2019 Citronelle High School band, cheerleaders, dancers and mascot

A good group of  return-
ing starters is back for the 
Wildcats, but there are also 
some key positions where 
newcomers will be counted 
on the step forward and 
make plays. And as usual, 
developing depth is always 
an issue.

“We still don’t have the 
depth we’d like, but that’s 
probably true of  everybody; 
you get two or three injuries 
to key positions and you can 
get in trouble in a heart-
beat,’’ said Barnett. “We 
found that out last year when 
we lost our quarterback. 
That was a tough lesson. You 
lose your quarterback and 
that’s a big deal.’’

Stepping into that all-
important role for Citronelle 
this season is sophomore 
Michael Harvey. He won the 
job in competition during 
the spring and now it is his 
task to make the offense go.

“Michael Harvey is just 
a tenth grader but he’s very 
talented,’’ Barnett said. 
“We knew that at this time 
last year and we could have 
played him (after a rash of  
injuries at the position) but 
I didn’t want to ruin him or 
have the opportunity to ruin 
him. We moved some things 
around. Now he’s been 
working with these guys all 
summer long and the guys 
have bought what he’s sell-
ing them. He has worked his 
tail off  in 7 on 7s and it was 
huge for the kids to see that 
Michael could do this. It is 
big for us as a whole.

“I don’t need him to win 
football games; what I need 
is for him not to lose games. 
We’re going to let him throw 
the ball around, he’s too tal-
ented not to let him. We think 
he’s going to do a good job.’’

Citronelle has three inte-
rior offensive line starters 
returning, but the search 
continues for the two new 
tackles. “If  we can find some 
tackles that’s going to be the 
biggest thing for us. If  they 
do well, we’re going to do 
well,’’ Barnett said.

Gone is running back 
Joeffery Hutcherson but 
Tyler Miller is set to step in 
and take his place. “he is a 
really gifted athlete and our 
strongest kid in the weight 
room,’’ Barnett said. “He’s 
just a junior but he is your 
typical kid that was just 
bigger, faster and stronger 
than everybody else while 
he was growing up. He 
didn’t have to necessarily 
do all the little things to get 
better. He got to the high 
school level and thought he 
could still do those things 
and he quickly found out 
you can’t. 

“He spent the last two 
years getting out of  that 
mindset. With him, he’s 
had to grow out of  that and 
get in the mindset he has 
to show up every day and 
work his tail off  or he’s 
going to get behind. He has 
to learn to run behind his 
pads. He has a good burst. 
He’s starting to get better.’’

Defensively, there have 
been a lot of  changes, a lot 
of  reshuffling of  the deck, 
so to speak. But Barnett 
said he likes what he has 
seen from the group overall 
thus far.

“From a defensive 
standpoint, I’m not going 

to say we’re starting over, 
but we’re basically starting 
over,’’ he said. “We’re install-
ing some new stuff  and we 
have some new personnel. 
We have three brand new 
defensive linemen and we’ve 
got two brand new interior 
linebackers, we’ve got some 
outside linebackers. We’ve 
done some things to free up 
Coby Reed, moving him from 
defensive end to outside 
linebacker. And we have 
Brandon Washington, whose 
going to play the other 
outside linebacker, and he 
played there last year. We’ve 
got those two guys. 

“We’re getting Bernard 
Jones back at cornerback. 
BJ had a severe concussion 
last year in the MGM game 
and he was basically lost for 
the rest of  the season. We’re 

easing him along. We 
didn’t want to push him 
obviously. The other cor-
ner is probably going to 
be DJ Malone and DJ has 
been with us for years and 
he just hasn’t been able 
to crack the lineup. He fi-
nally has his shot now and 
he’s done a wonderful job 
and is a vocal leader.

“At safety we have 
Jamarcus Robinson. He’s 
been a starter since the 
ninth grade. We moved 
him down to linebacker 
last year by necessity but 
we have moved him back 
to safety and we think he’s 
going to be real good there. 
He’s being a leader and 
he’s there every day. We’re 
so proud to see that from 
him. We’ve got some key 
guys back on defense, they 

just may not be where they 
were last year.’’

Again, Barnett said he 
believes the defensive play 
could be the key to Citro-
nelle’s season.

“Defensively, we’ve got a 
shot to be really good,’’ he 
said. “Those guys have 
just got to continue 
learning, and the 
coaching staff  
is learning too. 
We’re still trying 
to make this 
as we go and 
it’s going to 
be a work in 
progress. But 
our personnel 
is so much 
better than 
what we have 
done in the past. 
I’m an even front 
guy, I love it, but 
this is something we’re 
going to do, an odd front, 
even though it’s really not. 
It’s one of  those things 
it looks like a duck and 
walks like a duck but it’s 
really a dog.’’

The discovery begins 
Aug. 23.
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Some key players, such as sophomore quarterback 
Michael Harvey, will be relied on to help lead Citronelle to a 
winning season this fall.

“We still don’t have 
the depth we’d like, 
but that’s probably 
true of everybody; 
you get two or three 
injuries to key posi-
tions and you can 
get in trouble in a 

heartbeat.” 
— Jason 

Barnett


