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by Trish Rudder
Local people are noticing European

hornets and asked us to reprint Trish
Rudder’s article from last year about
how to trap & protect against them.
Below is an edited version.

Morgan County Master Gardener
Norman Dean, who worked in the en-
tomology division with the W.Va. De-
partment of Agriculture, said hornets
become aggressive if you get close to
their nest. 

The hornets are attracted to the bark
on lilac trees to nest in and usually
nest in hollow trees or in an attic. They
won’t swarm like yellow jackets but
will become aggressive if you get
close to their nest, he said. They are
also attracted to lights.

Dean said the European hornet is
not attracted to sweetened water in a
hummingbird feeder like bees are, but
people have seen hornets flying
around their feeders.

Wade Stiltner, an apiarist with the
W.Va. Department of Agriculture said
the hornets eat fruit, and he believes
the reason a hornet hangs around a
hummingbird feeder is to kill the
honey bees.

According to the Pennsylvania State
University Department of Entomol-
ogy, the European hornet is large and
will aggressively defend their nests. 

The adult hornet worker is about an
inch in length with yellow and brown

coloration. The overwintering queens
are larger and are about one-and-one-
half inches in length.

European hornet colonies often con-
tain 300 or more workers by Septem-
ber or October.

In addition to the hazard created by
their stings, the hornets will also dam-
age various trees and shrubs by
girdling the branches and twigs to
gather bark for nest building and to
obtain nourishment from the sap,
wrote Steve Jacobs, Senior Extension
Associate of Penn State College of
Agricultural Sciences. 

Cold weather will kill the hornets.
The male and worker bees die in the
fall or winter, and only the mated
queens survive. 

Stiltner said the hornet queens hi-
bernate over the winter and start new
nests in the spring. A reason the hor-
nets are more prevalent this  year
might be because of the mild winter
we had, although the population does
vary from high to low each year. 

Hornet trap
Stiltner said people can make up a

safe concoction to trap hornets.  Cut a
nickel-size hole on one side of an

empty two-liter pop bottle about one-
fourth from the top. Put the following
inside the bottle:

Two cups sugar, two cups water,
one-half cup of white vinegar and
one-fourth of a banana peel.

Tie a cord around the neck of the
bottle and hang it from a branch close
to the nest. It will trap hornets, wasps,
and yellow jackets but due to the vine-
gar and banana peel, honey bees will
not enter the trap.

When full, put a piece of duct tape
over the hole and dispose of the bottle,
Stiltner said.

It is also a good idea to trap the
queens in the beginning of spring to
reduce the number of hornets.  

A professional can be contacted to
remove the hornet nest.

Trap the big hornets
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Other stuff you
can do...

HORSEBACK RIDING
Cacapon State Park
Triple C Outfitters

Call the stables at 304-258-
1022 x4170 for rates and
schedules.

Bailey’s Walking-After
Midnight Farm 

(just south of the
Virginia line)

Trail rides and lessons
Call 540-888-3414 for rates
and schedules.

SHOOTING SPORTS
Sporting clay range at

Cacapon State Park. 
Call 304-258-1022 for sched-
ule and rates.

10X Freedom Gun Range
South of Cacapon State Park

along U.S. 522.
Call for hours, membership
rates and day use availability.
304-258-8382.

Public shotgun range at
Sleepy Creek Wildlife 
Management Area. 

Range located off main WMA
road to Sleepy Creek Lake.
Call West Virginia Division of
Natural Resources for more
information, regulations. 304-
822-3551.

GOLF
Cacapon State Park

Call 304-258-1022 for rates,
times.

The Woods Resort 
in Hedgesville

Call 1-800-248-2222 for avail-
ability and information.

www.cacaponinstitute.org


