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CCC workers built many features of Cacapon State Park in 1930s
by Kate Evans

The Civilian Conservation Corps
left a lasting legacy in Morgan County
with its construction of Cacapon State
Park. Civilian Conservation Corps
(CCC) Camp Morgan, Company
1523, SP-4 built Cacapon State Park
and was operational from 1934 until
the late summer of 1941. The state of
West Virginia dedicated the new Cacapon State Park on July 1, 1937.
Park features that Civilian Conservation Corps constructed during that
time included the Old Inn, the picnic
area, the stables, cabins, the lake and
around 20 miles of hiking and horse
trails. Additional construction of cabins and the Cacapon State Park lodge
took place in the 1950s.
The CCC also built the supply
house, which is the original maintenance building, as well as the building
by the stables, which was used as a
laundry room, said former Cacapon
State Park Superintendent Tom Ambrose.
After World War II the building was
moved to this area as boys’ quarters.
The park had trouble finding lifeguards so the building served as quarters for them to live in, Ambrose said.
In the 1990s they put in the laundry
building.
Barracks, shops
CCC workers were housed in tents
as temporary lodging until some barracks were constructed. Ambrose also
said that the main barracks had stonelined walkways that went to where
they played softball.
Ambrose said the park moved and
sold some of the barracks to people in
Morgan County. They can be found in
different places --mostly being used
for farm purposes.
Next to where the Nature Center is
now were a blacksmith shop and a
mechanics shop, also built by the
CCC.
The Old Inn, recreational hall
The Old Inn was built by the CCC
and had events for the Queen of the
Tomato Festival, Ambrose said. The
park winterized the building to rent it
year-round. Ambrose said he and his
family stayed one winter in the Old
Inn, which was originally used as the
girls’ quarters. Ambrose’s dad James
Ambrose was a Cacapon State Park
ranger. The family lived in what was
the park headquarters.
CCC workers also built the Batt picnic area shelter on top of the mountain, the beach house and the
bathhouse above it, which was a recreational hall, Ambrose said. The park

rents it for parties, gatherings and
weddings. The lower level is used as
a dressing area today for people to go
swimming. Where the ticket booth is
for the lake they had a snack bar for
refreshments and there’s also a building at the park entrance known as the
guardhouse.
“All were built by the CCC guys,”
Ambrose noted.
Lake
CCC workers also built the park’s
lake, which covers around six acres,
he said. They also built the boat shelter. The lake had a high dive until the
1960s when the water got too shallow
for one.
Where the tennis courts are is another little CCC building, Ambrose
said.
Cabins, lookout tower
The Civilian Conservation Corps
also constructed little efficiency cabins at the park that looked like small
fishing cabins. All the cabins that the
CCC built still exist today. Cabin 10
was the scenic cabin and had an icebox and supplied kitchenware. It was
very close to the fishing area. Ambrose said back then that people could
almost walk to everything in the park
from the main area except for the
upper cabins.
The CCC workers also built a lookout tower to assist with fire control,
Ambrose said. The old icehouse was
probably built by the CCC as well.
Ambrose said that the CCC boys
did a phenomenal job. They not only
built Cacapon State Park but they created America’s nation-wide system of
parks. Most of the national parks
were built by CCC workers and they

Ralph Donnelly, Cacapon State Park project engineer, enjoys a view of the
park’s lake after it was filled by a 1936 storm.

had a hand in bringing recreation to
the forefront in this country, he noted.
Ambrose emphasized that Cacapon
State Park “is special for the community and that it’s done a lot to keep us
together.”
Ambrose avidly supports protecting
the park system and natural resources and maintaining them as public and available to everyone.
Cacapon State Park features fishing,
hiking, boating, swimming, picnicking, horseback riding and tennis, basketball and volleyball courts. It also
has a nature center and special events
and activities.
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One of the many Cacapon State Park structures that the Civilian Conservation Corps constructed was the Old Inn.

Cacapon State Park engineer Ralph
Donnelly is seen surveying land at
the park.

