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Everyday Outdoors

What to Catch
CACAPON

by Wade Shambaugh

• Smallmouth bass
• Bluegills
• Rock bass
• Channel catfish
• Largemouth bass
• Carp

Keeping it local
While it can be fun to travel for outdoor activities, there is much to be
said for living where you can participate in lots of different ones, without
needing a lot of time or money.
Those of us living right here in Morgan County are blessed with a variety
of options.
Let’s talk about fishing. With much
of the Cacapon River flowing through
our county, and the Potomac bordering the whole length, there is almost
unlimited opportunity for floating
and/or fishing these beautiful rivers.
The Cacapon is a smaller stream, and
can be difficult to navigate in any but
the most shallow-running crafts when
water levels are low. The Potomac is
larger, and can usually be navigated
all summer with canoes and jon boats.
I usually fish the Cacapon in early
spring, then the Potomac for the rest
of the summer. Both are great for
smallmouth bass fishing, catfish and
other species.
There is also public fishing available, including fishing for stocked
trout, at Cacapon State Park. Just a
short drive into bordering West Virginia counties and our neighboring
states of Virginia and Maryland, opens
up a bunch more fishing opportunities.
The South Branch of the Potomac,
flowing through nearby Hampshire
County, is one of the most scenic
rivers you could ever float. It’s also
a fine fishery for smallmouth

Austin “Dump” Brown and his
catch of Cacapon River smallmouth
bass.

bass, and a variety of other species.
There are numerous other small
streams, ponds and lakes within an
hour’s drive of Berkeley Springs open
to public fishing. You can find great
spots in nearby Berkeley and Hampshire counties in West Virginia, Allegany and Washington counties in
Maryland and Frederick County, Virginia. There are a variety of species to
fish for in these bodies of water, and
some are stocked with trout by their
respective states.
Hunters have it pretty good in this
area, too. Morgan County has two
state wildlife management areas entirely within its borders. Sideling Hill
WMA is 2,507 acres and lies mainly
between Milo School and Magnolia
Roads, near Largent. Widmeyer
WMA is 435 acres, accessed off Route
9 between Berkeley Springs and Great
Cacapon. A third area, Sleepy Creek
WMA, lies in Morgan and neighboring Berkeley counties. It encompasses
22,928 acres and contains 205-acre
Sleepy Creek Lake.
It’s been my experience that these
areas, which are open to public hunting, are seldom very busy, except for
the first few days of West Virginia
deer gun season. You can often bow
hunt, small game hunt, turkey hunt,
etc., without seeing another person. I
have squirrel hunted and bow hunted
the Sideling Hill area a lot since it first
opened. I could count on one hand the
hunters I have encountered there. All
of these areas are home to a variety of
wildlife, including squirrels, deer,
bear, turkeys and many other forest
animals.
And while compared to the Midwest and other regions this area may
not be the place to look for a huge trophy class whitetail, there are some
very good bucks living in this rugged
mountain terrain -- especially if you
are willing and able to get away from
the places that have easy access.
Of course, the wildlife management
areas are also open for hiking, bird
watching, photography, etc. Again,
they are usually not crowded and you
very well may not see another person.
Cacapon State Park is another great
location for these activities, and even
hosts DNR-monitored controlled

POTOMAC
• Smallmouth bass
• Channel catfish
• Blue cats
• Bluegills
• Rock bass
• Carp

PONDS/LAKES

The author with
Mountain buck.

a

Cacapon

• Largemouth bass
• Bluegills
• Catfish
• Stocked trout

hunts at times, to keep the deer population under control. Be sure to check
the regulations carefully if you are interested in one of these hunts.
Great opportunities abound for top
notch outdoor recreation in and
around Morgan County. I have been
fortunate to hunt and fish multiple
states up and down the Rockies, as
well as Canada, Alaska and Mexico.
You won’t find many places with the
variety of hunting and fishing opportunities that we have right here.
If you are a resident, make some
time to get out and enjoy what is available. If you are not, come visit the area
and see for yourself. You’ll be glad
you did.
Wade Shambaugh has lived in Morgan County his whole life and is a lifelong outdoorsman.

A Morgan County buck.

A Morgan County fox squirrel.
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