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Deer
Archery and Crossbow opened

September 28, closes December 31.
Buck Firearms opens November

25, closes December 7.
Muzzleloader opens December

16, closes December 22.
Antlerless open October 24-27,

November 25-December 7, Decem-
ber 12-15 and December 28-31.

Special Classes (Youth, Class
Q/QQ/XS) open October 19-20 and
December 26-27.

Fall Turkey
Open October 12-19, October 28-

November 2, October 28-November
16.

Squirrel
Opened September 14, closes Feb-

ruary 29, 2020.
Bear

Archery and Crossbow opened
September 28, closes December 31.

Gun hunting opened August 31
and closes December 31 in split sea-
sons. Check county information in
DNR Hunting Regulations.

Complete state hunting regula-
tions, season dates and hunting 
limits are listed in the West Virginia
Hunting & Trapping Regulation
book for 2019-2020. Check for
specific seasons, county-specific
regulations and hunting/trapping
rules on public lands. Download the
booklet from www.wvhunt.com.

Regulation booklets are available
where hunting licenses are sold. In
Morgan County, licenses are avail-
able at Roy’s Service Center and 
Cacapon State Park.

For more information on hunting
licenses, call the Wildlife Resources
Section Hunting and Fishing 
License Unit at (304) 558-2758 
or email WVDNRCustomer
Service@wv.gov.

Game check questions? Contact
the Wildlife Resources Section by
calling (304) 558-2771 or email
DNR. Wildlife@wv.gov.

West Virginia fall/winter hunting seasons 2019-2020 The Ten 
Commandments
of Gun Safety
Treat every gun as if it were

loaded.
Always keep the muzzle

pointed in a safe direction.
Be sure of your target and

what's beyond it.
Be sure the barrel and action

are clear of obstructions.
Unload firearms when not in

use.
Never point a firearm at any-

thing you don't want to shoot.
Never climb a fence or tree or

jump a ditch with a loaded
firearm.

Never shoot a bullet at a flat,
hard surface or water.

Store firearms and ammuni-
tion separately.

Avoid alcoholic beverages
and other mind altering 
drugs before and during
shooting.

The West Virginia Division of Nat-
ural Resources encourages all hunters
to be aware of the inherent dangers of
hunting from a tree stand.

WVDNR offers Hunter Education
classes across the state. Passage of the
class is a requirement for anyone born
after January 1, 1975, before purchas-
ing a hunting license. 

Class schedules can be found at
www.wvdnr.gov or by calling your
closest WVDNR district office.  

The DNR offers the following ad-
vice for anyone intending to hunt from
a tree stand:

Hunt Safely by understanding how
to use tree stands and all related
equipment correctly, reducing the
chance of injury or death;

Hunt Smart through correct han-
dling of firearms or bows at all times
and attention to the many differences
between ground and elevated hunting;
and

Hunt Responsibly by respecting
your environment and the other peo-
ple who use it. Hunters should follow
best practice rules   and "leave no
trace" when passing through an area.

Tree stands and other raised plat-
forms can give hunters increased ad-
vantage over their quarry. However, if
used incorrectly, they pose serious
safety risks. To reduce the potential of

an accident use the following tips:
Before you hunt

--Take the time to "shop around"
and buy safe and comfortable stand
and harness of the type that's right for
you. Safe and reliable equipment re-
duces your chance of injury.

--Carefully read all instructions and
warnings provided with your stand.

--Practice setting up your stand and
safety equipment at ground-level first.
Use all recommended safety straps
and pins to secure the stand.

Your safety harness
--Wear it at all times when climb-

ing, hunting and descending.
--Choose one that will hold you

right-side-up and not restrict your
breathing should you fall.

--Choose one with a quick release
system.

Maintain your equipment
--Look for wear, stress points and

loose fasteners. fix or replace any
worn equipment immediately.

--Keep your equipment clean.
Choosing a tree

--Choose as straight a tree as possi-
ble.

--Watch out for dead, overhanging
limbs that may fall (they are called
"widow makers") and rotten wood.

--Use extra care when hunting from
a smooth-barked tree (such as aspen,

maple, hickory and beech) when it's
raining, they get slippery!

--Use extra care when hunting from
a frozen tree. Avoid using elevated
stands when it's icy.

Transporting your gun or bow
--Always unload your gun before

hauling!
--Always use a haul rope to bring

gear to and from the ground.
--If hauling a bow, tie your line to

the top limb of the bow when climb-
ing and the bottom when descending
to avoid snagging arrows in tree
branches.

Keeping yourself safe
--You may get drowsy and fall

asleep while in the stand. Prepare for
this by always keeping yourself se-
cured to the tree with your safety har-
ness.

--Be extra alert when climbing or
descending from the stand. These are
when most tree stand accidents occur.
Keep at least two points of contact
with the tree at all times while climb-
ing or descending.

--Avoid elevated stand hunting
while overly tired or on medication.

--Never hunt while under the influ-
ence of drugs or alcohol.

--Be sure someone knows where
you are and when you're returning.
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