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Wildlife Biologist, West Virginia DNR

Widmeyer WMA
Acreage and Acquisition: 435 acres.

Donated to WVDNR in 1977 by Lois
and Lester Widmeyer. The Widmeyers
acquired the land circa 1951 from the
Niner family, who built the now-de-
funct Panorama Steak House at the
overlook on Route 9. The Widmeyers’
connection to Morgan County is other-
wise unknown. 

Habitat Description: Approximately
99% of this area is covered by upland
oak-pine mixed forest; common tree
species include Chestnut Oak, Red
Oak, Black Oak, Scarlet Oak, Virginia
Pine, White Pine, and Pitch Pine.
There are two small ephemeral streams
that drain to the Potomac River. Peak
elevation is approximately 900 feet. 

Wildlife Species: White-tailed Deer,
Wild Turkey, squirrels (gray and fox),
Raccoon, Virginia Opossum, Striped
Skunks, Red Fox, Gray Fox, coyotes,
and Black Bears may be found on this
WMA in varying abundance. 

Recreational Facilities: There are no
developed and maintained foot trails or
roads on this WMA, so hikers and
birders will need to be in physical con-
dition adequate for traversing rough
country without a trail or road to facil-
itate entry. Camping, mountain biking,
and horseback riding are not permitted
on the area. 

Sideling Hill WMA
Acreage and Acquisition: 2415

acres. The property was originally pur-
chased from A.W. Moore by The Con-
servation Fund in an effort to preserve
the integrity of a large forested tract in
an area of the eastern United States
currently undergoing rapid urban and
suburban expansion. This property was
protected from future development or
subdivision by an easement acquired
through the Forest Legacy Program in
2004. The Division of Natural Re-
sources purchased the property from
The Conservation Fund in 2012 and
continues to maintain a forest steward-
ship management plan for the area in
satisfying requirements of the original
easement. 

History: This area was the second
state-owned WMA purchased by the
DNR in Morgan County. It encom-
passes a portion of the southern termi-
nus of Sideling Hill (colonial maps
from the 1700s reference the ridge as
Side Long Hill), which begins in Hunt-
ingdon County, Pa. 

Both the Pennsylvania Game Com-
mission and the Maryland Department
of Natural Resources own substantial
tracts of state game land/wildlife man-
agement area along the length of the
ridge. 

From the late 19th to early 20th cen-
turies, extensive timber harvesting oc-
curred on the area as is typical for
forested regions of the northeast during
this time. In 1929, the now-West Vir-
ginia Division of Forestry constructed
a fire observation tower atop Sideling
Hill on the WMA; this tower was op-
erational until its retirement by circa
1990. The remains of the old fire tower
can still be found on the top of the
ridge in the northern third of the
WMA. 

Habitat Description: The over-
whelming majority of the area is cov-
ered by forest of multiple age classes.
Forest types represented are predomi-
nantly oak-hickory in composition,
with some cove hardwood, tulip-
poplar, and mixed pine components.
Timber ages range from approximately
20 years (saplings and small pole-tim-
ber) to 75+ years. 

Numerous ephemeral streams and
the headwaters of a few perennial
streams that drain to the Cacapon
River (east slope) or Potomac River
(west slope) originate on the WMA,
but none of these support populations
of wild trout or other game fish. 

Wildlife Species: White-tailed Deer,
Wild Turkey, Black Bear, Porcupine,
squirrels (gray and fox), Raccoon, Vir-
ginia Opossum, Bobcat, Red Fox,
Gray Fox, Coyote, Fisher, Least
Weasel, Long-tailed Weasel, and
Striped Skunks may be found on the
area in varying abundance. 

Recreational Facilities: There are no
facilities or developments on the area
other than maintained roads and trails.
This area is generally maintained as
walk-in only, and terrain can be chal-
lenging off-trail. Recreationalists need
to wear appropriate clothing and be
sure they are in adequate physical con-
dition before they attempt any off-trail
hiking on this area. Activities such as
mountain biking, camping, and horse-
back riding are not permitted on the
WMA.  

Sleepy Creek WMA
Acreage and Acquisition: Current

acreage exceeds 22,618. The original
21,239-acre tract of Sleepy Creek
WMA was purchased using funds pri-
marily derived from hunting license
sales by the Conservation Commission
of West Virginia in December 1950.
Additional tracts were added by pur-
chase, condemnation, quitclaim, gift
deed, donation, and exchange during
subsequent years. The most recent land
acquisition for Sleepy Creek WMA
was completed in 2018; five acres of
land and a right-of-way were pur-
chased on the Morgan County side of
Sleepy Creek Mountain to provide ad-
ditional public access and increase the

Division’s capacity to manage forest
lands for wildlife habitat. The DNR is
actively conducting forest and timber
management in Morgan County to im-
prove habitat for Wild Turkeys, Ruffed
Grouse, Cerulean Warblers, and many
other wildlife species. 

History
Historic land uses following the

close of the frontier include anthracite
coal mining (very limited- 1833 to ca.
1920) and timber production (from
1835 to 1934, when the last virgin tim-
ber was removed from the area to pro-
duce railroad ties and mine props for
the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad). Fol-
lowing clear-cutting in the early 1900s,
several severe wildfires burned over
the area with such intensity that much
of the area was burned down to min-
eral soil. The largest fire burned in
1942, and following this fire the land
had little to no production value for
land speculators or timber buyers. The
Farmer’s Deposit National Bank di-
vested itself of the land in 1951, when
it was purchased by the Conservation
Commission and designated Sleepy
Creek State Forest. 

By 1954, the name of the area had
changed to Sleepy Creek Public Hunt-
ing Area. Herbaceous clearings were
created, water holes were developed,
and plantings were conducted from the
1950s to the 1990s to improve habitat.
Several salvage cuts occurred in the
late 1980s following extensive and se-
vere overstory mortality due to non-na-
tive invasive gypsy moth defoliation. 

Ruffed Grouse populations on the
WMA, the “last, best bastion” of the
species in Berkeley and Morgan Coun-
ties, flourished as dense new growth
provided ideal nesting and escape
cover. 

Because Sleepy Creek WMA en-
compasses the length and breadth of
two significant mountain ridges --
Sleepy Creek Mountain and Third Hill
Mountain -- it represents an important
habitat reserve for many forest and
mountain ridge-associated species.
Wildlife, hunters, birders, and nature
enthusiasts will all reap benefits from
these actions.

Habitat Description: Sleepy Creek
WMA features a wide diversity of
quality wildlife habitat: approximately
150 acres of open land and wildlife
clearings, over 100 acres of wetland
mostly occurring near Sleepy Creek
Lake, 3000-3500 acres of regenerating
and/or young forest and over 17,500
acres of mature sawtimber. 

Forest stands on the area are com-
prised primarily of oak and hickory
species, though some mixed pine-de-
ciduous stands can be found on drier
sites in the interior of the WMA. Large

white pines and a rhododendron- east-
ern hemlock association can be found
along the Meadow Branch Valley. 

Meadow Branch is the largest stream
flowing through the WMA; Roaring
Run is a tributary of Meadow Branch
that originates at Neglar Spring and
drains to Meadow Branch south of
Sleepy Creek Lake. Little Brush Creek
drains the southern third of the WMA
below Locks-of-the-Mountain, the
junction between Third Hill and
Sleepy Creek mountains. 

Wildlife Species: White-tailed Deer,
Black Bear, Wild Turkey, Ruffed
Grouse, squirrels (gray and fox), Rac-
coons, Red Fox, Gray Fox, Coyote,
Bobcat, Fisher, Mink, Beaver,
Muskrat, Virginia Opossum, and
Striped Skunk are all present on the
area in varying abundance. 

Many waterfowl species (Canada
Goose, Mallard, Wood Duck, Ameri-
can Black Duck, Gadwall, Blue-
winged Teal, etc.) and wading bird
species (Spotted Sandpiper, Pectoral
Sandpiper, etc.) use Sleepy Creek Lake
and its surrounding wetland complex
at various times of year. 

There are a number of species --
mammals, birds, herpetofauna, vegeta-
tive communities, plants, and insects -
- present on Sleepy Creek WMA that
are rare statewide, regionally, and/or
are species of greatest conservation
need (SGCN) listen in the State
Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP). These
species are monitored by the DNR
Wildlife Diversity Unit but are not
publicly disclosed to protect at-risk
populations from possible deleterious
effects associated 

Recreational Facilities: Sleepy
Creek Lake and the campgrounds (67
campsites) surrounding the lake are
used heavily during the spring and
summer. Roads and walking trails on
the WMA are frequently used by day
hikers, backpackers, horseback riders,
birders, and mountain bikers. 

Dispersed camping is not permitted
on Sleepy Creek WMA- camping must
occur only at maintained and marked
campgrounds. 

Destruction and degradation of the
area caused by unlawful 4x4 off-road-
ers and ATV/UTV riders is a persistent
issue, and people witnessing these ac-
tivities should promptly report them to
the DNR’s Natural Resources Police.
License plate numbers, vehicle de-
scriptions, and location information
should be provided as precisely as pos-
sible, if available. Those wishing to
make a complaint anonymously may
do so upon request. 

Morgan County’s state wildlife areas important to history & habitat


