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Geocaching is global treasure hunt-

ing using GPS and is an   activity that
people are doing all over the world.
Participants search for geocaches or
caches that are often small plastic con-
tainers with log books that finders
sign to note their discovery.  Geo-
caches can be hidden almost any-
where. Some enjoy geocaching for
getting outdoors in nature, for discov-
ering new places and for adventure
and fun. 

Berkeley Springs High School grad-
uate Otice Carder has started a non-
profit geocaching organization -- West
Virginia Geocachers -- to help pro-
mote the activity and tourism in wild
and wonderful West Virginia.  Carder
is currently attending Washington and
Lee University in Lexington, Virginia.

Carder said he got into geocaching
in Berkeley Springs and Martinsburg
around two years ago.  He found a
Martinsburg man’s geocaches that had
gadgets and switches to decode and
hints that you had to decipher to find
the final cache. 

Most people use the GPS on their
cell phone to find the geocaches but
some use hand-held GPS trackers, he
noted.

Local geocaches
Carder said that all the Berkeley

Springs geocaches are small Tupper-
ware containers with logbooks in
them.  There are two geocaches near
Warm Springs Middle School/Warm
Springs Intermediate School, four at
Cacapon State Park and one near the
guard castle behind Berkeley Springs
State Park.  There is also an earth
cache at the town state park educating
people about the natural springs there.

Other local geocaches include one
each at Give Purrs a Chance, Charm
City by Berkeley Springs High
School, Greenway Cemetery, the In-

terwoven plant, North Berkeley Com-
munity Park,   BB&T’s parking lot,
Eddie’s Tires, the Boy Scouts Build-
ing behind the Star Theater and near
Rankin’s gym.  There are also a cou-
ple geocaches at churches in Berkeley
Springs, he said.

Carder said there are also some geo-
caches in Great Cacapon, Paw Paw
and down Route 9 toward Martins-
burg, but they’re less centralized than
the ones through and in town. 

Pam Mann helped him get permis-
sion to put a geocache at Blue Ridge
Community and Technical College at
the Pine Center.  Mann tried to get a
geocaching group going in town sev-
eral years ago, he said.

Carder said there isn’t currently a
geocaching group in Berkeley
Springs, but the West Virginia Geo-
cachers group he started is an outcrop
of the early local group. 

West Virginia Geocachers currently
has around 150 members across the
state, he said.  Membership is also
open to people that come to West Vir-
ginia to geocache and they’re wel-
come to join. Carder encouraged
people to join West Virginia Geo-
cachers to stay involved-it’s free.

Future state park trail
West Virginia Geocachers’ mission

is to boost tourism across Berkeley
Springs, Morgan County and across

West Virginia, Carder said.  Starting
in Morgan County they’re planning to
release a trail of 12 to 14 different
geocaches at Cacapon State Park next
summer.  Carder talked with Assistant
State Park Superintendent Kelly
Smith about the permitting process in-
volved to have the geocaches in place
in time.

Carder is planning an event at the
state park where they’ll talk about
geocaching as an activity and then
have people set off looking for the
caches.  Rewards or prizes are
planned for those that find all the
caches on the trail.

Carder said he’ll be busy building
geocaches over the next few months
for the trail release at Cacapon State
Park in June.  They’re going to do
more events in the state after June and
Carder wants to have an Apple Butter
Festival event next year, too.

Rewarding and challenging
Carder enjoys geocaching and all

the different places it takes you and
their natural beauty.  He said he also
enjoys finding the smart caches with
switches that are like a puzzle.  

“It’s mentally rewarding to solve
puzzles that are meant to be difficult,”
Carder said.

Carder said that people can sign up
for free on the website
geocaching.com and view listed geo-
caches.  Creating an account online
there or through the Geocaching app
allows you to see a map of geocaches
near your area. Use the app to find the
cache, sign and date the logbook, re-
turn the geocache to where you found
it and log your experience online.

A way to enjoy area’s beauty
Carder said the area is very scenic

in nature and that geocaching is an in-
teractive way to bring people here to
experience and enjoy the beauty here.

Seeing the overlook at Cacapon
State Park, hiking and going on Bea-
con Tower in Sleepy Creek Wildlife
Management Area-the highest point in
Berkeley County, seeing the New
River Gorge Bridge-these experiences
and more made Carder realize all the
truly beautiful places there are here
and in West Virginia.

Carder hopes to promote the beauty
of the region along with the fun of
treasure hunting and experiencing
new places through geocaching.

Geocaching: enjoy the great outdoors while treasure hunting 

West Virginia Geocachers placed
this geocache at Blue Ridge Commu-
nity and Technical College at the Pine
Center with the help of Pam Mann.
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