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by Jeanne Mozier
It’s inevitable.  
People look up from the springs and

park in the heart of Berkeley Springs
and gasp.  There’s a real stone castle
perched on the side of the western
ridge overlooking the famed warm
mineral springs and the tiny colonial
town established around them. 

It’s memorable. 
Berkeley Castle comes complete

with a three-story tower and crenel-
lated parapets trimming the roof in the
manner of battlements.  There are 15
major interior rooms and a basement
"dungeon."  A matching stone gate-
tower was stranded on the opposite
side of the state highway when WV9
was cut into the mountainside in the
early 1920s. 

When you have a castle in town, ro-
mantic legends are sure to follow.  It’s
a magnet for stories of love and heart-
break, decadence and even murder.  In
the case of Berkeley Castle, many of
the stories are completely fabricated,
or have specks of truth embellished by
tour guides during the mid and late
twentieth century. Teasing out fact
from fantasy is a challenging exercise
but a worthy one.  As it happens, the
documented facts of the story are as
compelling as the structure.

When Samuel Taylor Suit, a busi-
nessman of Maryland, began in 1885,
“laying the foundation of his cottage”
according to the News, a local news-
paper of the time, the chic Victorian
resort community of Berkeley Springs
had more than two dozen splendid
structures. Work progressed through-
out the next year on what the paper
called, “one of the finest residences in
the state.”  Made of local sandstone,
the structure reportedly gave towns-

people, “the impression of a hand-
some castle nestled among the rocks
and cliffs of the mountain.”  It domi-
nated the noted cottage community of
Berkeley Springs. 

Under roof by May 1887, it was oc-
cupied in late August by Suit, his
young third wife, Rosa and their three
children.  They returned to their win-
ter home in Washington, D.C. in early
October.   

It is possible that Suit and his family
briefly returned to their stone castle in
May of 1888.   In June, he was taken
ill in Washington and died there on
October 1.   Rosa was 27.  Suit’s will
left her virtually everything, naming
her administrator and trustee for the
children – provided she never married
again.

Over the next decade, Rosa lived a
life befitting a rich young widow.  Her
stone castle with its 17-foot-ceilinged
ballroom, paneled dining room and
grand stairway of carved walnut was
the perfect setting for her many par-
ties.  Eventually, she ran up significant
debt and lost her fairy tale home.  The
alluring image of Rosa in her castle
fuels most of the legends and myths.

Upon Rosa’s departure, the castle
served a variety of uses ranging from
a summer camp for boys to house
tours.  For a brief moment in time dur-
ing the opening decades of the 21st
century, it returned to its original pur-
pose as a private cottage residence.
Though rooms have been added, with
a third floor built onto the back side,
the original two floors would be easily
recognizable by Rosa today.

Excerpted from Mozier’s book, The
Story of Berkeley Castle: What’s True
and What’s Not.
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Overlooking the historic town of Berkeley 
Springs, the Castle, previously known as The 
Suit Castle, built in 1886 by Samuel Taylor Suit 
as a summer cottage, could soon be yours!

This historic landmark has been renovated with 
modern conveniences without compromising the 
integrity of the original structure. Beautiful master 
suite, elegant dining, modern kitchens, great hall 
and quiet spaces abound.

Not only would this be a magnificent home,
it could also be utilized as:

• An Elegant Bed & Breakfast
• A Beautiful Wedding Venue

• An Upscale Restaurant • Private or Public Tours
• New Year’s Eve Party Venue • A Corporate Retreat

The Possibilities are Endless!
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