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West Virginia fishing extends into
the fall, and even into winter for the
hardy anglers. 

Brandon Keplinger, West Virginia
Division of Natural Resources Dis-
trict II Fisheries Biologist, said there
are some differences in fish activity
and water levels in the cooler
weather, but nothing to stop fisher-
men from success in the area’s rivers
or lakes.

Trout stocking continues in Mor-
gan County in the fall. Cacapon State
Park Lake will be stocked during the
two weeks after the Columbus Day
week (beginning October 19th).  

The limit for trout is six fish per
day, with a possession limit of 12
fish, for Cacapon’s lake. 

“Given this region of the state,
there are a lot of opportunities be-
yond trout fishing,” said Keplinger.

“Channel Catfish fishing in the Po-
tomac River, Largemouth Bass and
Bluegill fishing in Sleepy Creek
Lake, Smallmouth Bass and sunfish
fishing in the Cacapon, and even
small stream Channel Catfish, Small-
mouth Bass, and sunfish in Back
Creek provide opportunities with re-
ally good chances of success for fish-
erpeople of a variety of age groups,”
he said.

Both Cacapon State Park lakes
and Sleepy Creek Lake get intermit-
tent stockings of catchable-sized
Channel Catfish, said Keplinger. 

The West Virginia Division of
Natural Resources operates a website
with an online map at
https://www.mapwv.gov/huntfish/ma
p/?v=fish.

Keplinger said the map is really
useful to anglers, showing our access
sites on streams and impoundments
in different areas of the state.  

The map also shows lake depths
for many impoundments so that an-
glers can pinpoint particular depths
and lake-bottom features if they
choose, he said.

Anglers can also download, print
and save depth maps for particular
lakes, like the 209-acre Sleepy Creek
Lake, at http://www.wvdnr.
gov/Lake_Maps/.

Fall challenges
Keplinger said fishing during the

fall in the region can be challenging,
because water can be very clear and
shallow.  

Low rainfall through the summer
and fall will affect how and where to
fish.

“Sport fish in our streams are gen-
erally restricted to pools and deeper
runs, and will likely be close to habi-
tat, such as submerged vegetation,
rocky features, undercut banks, or
downed trees and piles of woody
matter,” said Keplinger.  

Staying back from the stream bank
or lake edge can help lower the risk
of scaring “spooky” fish, he said.

During fall, fish still remain active,
and Keplinger said anglers might be
able to get some excitement out of
catching fish off top-water lures.

“As the water gets colder and
flows rise during the month of No-
vember, Smallmouth Bass fishing
starts to really pick up, he said.  “This
period is one of the best times to
catch large Smallmouth, even in
smaller streams like Back Creek and
the Cacapon.”

Larger sized Smallmouth Bass
generally move from downstream
areas to large wintering pools as
weather cools. There, they can be
caught on weighted soft plastics that
imitate crayfish, hellgrammites, or
minnows, said Keplinger.  

Even serious cold weather doesn’t
mean it’s time to stop fishing alto-
gether. Under the right conditions,
committed fisherman return to Ca-
capon State Park Lake and other im-
poundments to fish through the ice,
when it reaches a safe thickness.
Holes drilled for ice fishing can be
no wider than 10 inches.

“Considering that folks have suc-
cess ice fishing in lakes (Cacapon
State Park and Sleepy Creek lakes in-
cluded), there really is no time that
you have to stop fishing,” Keplinger

said. “The bites get slower during
this time, but if you can slow down
your lure’s action and deal with
numb fingers, big fish continue to
bite.” 

Consult the West Virginia DNR
Hunting and Fishing booklet for spe-
cific regulations and limits.

Don’t put the lures away yet – fall still means fishing

Brandon Keplinger, West Virginia Division of Natural Resources District II
Fisheries Biologist, with a Channel Catfish.

What to Catch
CACAPON

• Smallmouth bass
• Bluegills
• Rock bass
• Channel catfish
• Largemouth bass
• Carp

POTOMAC
• Smallmouth bass
• Channel catfish
• Blue cats
• Bluegills
• Rock bass
• Carp

PONDS/LAKES
• Largemouth bass
• Bluegills
• Catfish
• Stocked trout 

The RAG Shop
109 N. Washington Street

Berkeley Springs

304-258-7742
OPEN Tues., Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 11-5

Sundays 10-2

USED Sporting Goods • Books  
Furniture • Housewares •  Clothing

We Take Donations for Local Non-Profits:
Morgan County Starting Points and Humane Society

LOOK FOR DAILY SPECIALS AND DISCOUNTS
BUILDING AVAILABLE FOR LEASE OR SALE

Go to ragshopwv.com for Details                  Follow Us on Facebook


