
When it’s time to do your estate planning – and it’s
actually never too soon to begin – you may find the
process, at first, to be somewhat bewildering. You’ll
have many questions: What sort of arrangements
should I make? Who should get what? And when?
How can you address these and other issues?

You’ll need to get some help. In drawing up your
estate plan, you will need to work with an attorney. And
for guidance on the investments that can help fund your
estate planning arrangements, such as a living trust,
you can draw on the help of a financial advisor. You
also may want to connect with a trust company, which
can help facilitate your estate plans and coordinate the
activities of your legal and financial professionals.

Of course, you might think that only the very
wealthy need a trust company. But that’s not really the
case – people of many income levels have long used
these companies. As long as you have a reasonable
amount of financial assets, you likely can benefit from
the various services provided by a trust organization.

And these services can range from administration
of a variety of trusts (such as living trusts and charitable
trusts) to asset-management services (bill-paying,
check-writing, etc.) to safekeeping services (such as
providing secure vaults for jewelry and collectibles).

In short, using a trust company can make things a lot
easier when it’s time to plan and execute your estate. A
trust company can help you in the following ways:

*Avoiding family squabbles – It’s unfortunate,
but true: Dividing the assets of an estate can cause ill
will and turmoil among family members. But a trust
company can act as a neutral third party, thus minimiz-
ing any feelings of unfairness.

*Providing greater control – When you establish
an arrangement such as a living trust, administered by
the trust company, you can give yourself great control
over how you want your assets distributed. For ex-
ample, you can specify that a certain child receive
portions of your estate spaced out over several years –
a move that may appeal to you if you think this child
might not be ready to handle large sums all at once.

*Saving time and effort – As mentioned above,
when you work with a trust company, you can let it do
all the “legwork” of coordinating your plans with your
financial professional, tax advisor and attorney. And
these professionals are used to dealing with trust com-
panies.

*Gaining Protection – Trust companies assume
fiduciary responsibility for your financial well-being –
which means that your best interests will always be
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considered in each service and transaction performed.
You can choose from among a variety of trust

companies, large and small. Before choosing one, you
may want to check out the services and fees of a few
different firms. In any case, as you move toward that
time of your life when estate planning becomes more
essential, talk to your attorney, tax advisor and finan-
cial professional about whether using the services of a
trust company might be right for you.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by
your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones, its employees and financial advisors
are not estate planners and cannot provide tax or legal
advice. You should consult your estate-planning attor-
ney or qualified tax advisor regarding your situation.
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All children deserve a safe, happy and loving
childhood. No one longs for a safe and loving family
more than a child caught up in the court system
through no fault of their own.  When parents make
dangerous life choices, children suffer.  Kentucky
has the highest number of child abuse and neglect
cases in the USA.

With reports of increasing substance abuse and
mental illness creating broken relationships, more
and more innocent children enter the system.  As a
Court-Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) volunteer,
you are empowered by the courts to help make this a
reality. You will bring positive changes to the lives of
these vulnerable children, and affect the future of
generations to come. And in doing so, you will enrich
your life as well.

We all desire to make the world a better place.
Studies prove that having one caring adult can do so
much to show a child that they matter, and that their
current circumstance does not define their future!

Who can be a Volunteer Advocate?
You do not have to be a lawyer or a social

worker to be a volunteer. We welcome people from
all walks of life. We are simply looking for people
who care about children and have common sense. As
a volunteer, you will be thoroughly trained and well
supported by professional staff to help you through
each case.

You must pass a background check, participate
in a 30-hour pre-service training course and agree to
stay with a case until it is closed (a year and a half on
average).

Learn more about the signs of child abuse and
neglect and how YOU can make a powerful differ-
ence by visiting the CASA of Ohio Valley website:
www.CASAov.org

What is CASA?
Volunteer Your Time

to Change a Child’s Life
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